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responses to questions 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 16, 2020 at 9:10 a.m. 

     TRI-COUNTY AREA – Readers will see below the responses, or non-responses, of six 

candidates who are seeking seats in the Florida House of Representatives for District 21 and 22, 

and in the Florida Senate for District 5. 

     Two candidates chose against responding. Their names are listed and the notation for them is 

“Candidate was non-responsive.” 

     All six candidates received the very same notices and were given the same deadlines to 

respond. There was be no word limit. There was a deadline when answers were due. All answers 

are published at the same time. 

     Some voters made their decisions upon whom to elect before reading these responses. These 

questions and answers are simply one possible option for voters to consider when making their 

choices. The answers are the candidates’ written responses. 

     Alphabetically, the person with the last name closer to "A" has his or her name and 

information published on top with the second candidate below that. Each set of two candidates 

will be together in the three races. 

     Candidates in the race for House District 21 will be on top of those for House District 22. 

     The candidates seeking the Senate District 5 seat are below those other two sets of candidates. 

 

HOUSE DISTRICT 21 

Charles Wesley "Chuck" 

Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry) 
 

1.) Why do you want to serve in the Florida 

House of Representatives? 

     It has been my honor to serve District 21 for the 

past four years. I am proud of my record supporting 

rural counties, protecting free speech, building new 

public schools in Dixie and Gilchrist counties. I 

have been a successful advocate for the salary 

increases of teachers, state workers and 

correctional officers. 

 2.) What can you do in the Florida House to 

help people with the cost of medical care in 

Florida? 

     Currently, over $30 billion dollars of Florida’s 

budget goes directly to health and human services. That represents one-third of the total budget. 

I have assisted with the opening of a medical clinic in Gilchrist County. Florida was the first 

state to allow for the purchase of FDA-approved drugs from Canada. I also obtained an 

appropriation for the expansion of dental services to low income residents of North Florida. I 

have supported legislation that removed the certificate of need that will enable competition in 

healthcare and provides for price transparency. I have supported telemedicine expansion and 



HardisonInk.com 
broadening the scope of pharmacist and other medical professionals. This is what I have done to 

help reduce the cost of medical care. 

 3.) What can you do in the Florida House to help people with issues of access to 

Internet service, improvement in quality of education (versus more testing) and 

protection from danger to students in public education, including in the State 

University System? 

     High speed Internet is no longer a luxury, but a necessity. I have been a strong supporter for 

the expansion of Internet services to the rural areas of Florida. This year, the Legislature passed 

a bill that creates and funds a lead agency on high-speed Internet installation. Education was a 

big winner in 2020 with $500 million for the teacher raises and the increase in the per-pupil 

funding formula by $184 for a total of $7,839. 

 4.) Have you seen the impact of climate change and corporate interests on 

Florida’s environment? What can you do in the Florida House to help preserve 

natural resources and to protect the environment in this state? 

     The pressure of 900 new residents moving to Florida each day is putting tremendous 

pressure on our natural resources. As Chairman of the Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Subcommittee, I have successfully advocated for $200 million dollars for Springs Protection and 

Restoration; passed legislation that will help to remove plastics from our landfills; held polluters 

financially accountable to sewage spills in our waterways; we have also allocated more than 

$650 million for the everglades restoration effort. 

 5.) How do you feel about making marijuana sales available for recreational use 

with a tax on it like alcoholic beverages? 

     No doubt that views on marijuana are changing in this country. Our court system is clogged 

with low-level marijuana offences. Several states have taken steps to decriminalize and 

implement a tax on the sales. At this time, while there may be advantages for this movement, I 

am not in favor. 

 6.) How do you feel about ending the ability for people to be sentenced to death by 

execution for certain crimes in Florida? 

     I support capital punishment. Criminals who commit heinous crimes like murder, that take 

the lives of innocent men, women, children and the elderly deserve to be put to death. 

 7.) What is your single most important legislation you hope to see passed once you 

are elected? 

     As the incumbent, I have successfully passed many bills while in the Legislature including; 

protecting people from insurance fraud; supporting firefighters who have contracted cancer as a 

result of their job; protection of our springs and waterways; funding economic development in 

rural counties; the construction of public schools in Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 

 8.) Other than these specific questions, what can you tell voters as an actual 

reason to choose you rather than the other candidate seeking this same seat in the 

Florida Legislature? 

     Over the past four years, I have provided a strong voice in the legislature for North Florida. 

My solid record of listening to and being an advocate for the tri-county region is evident by the 

results. My understanding of the needs of the district have enabled me to be an effective 

legislator for our community. I have successfully passed legislation that benefits our community 

and the state of Florida. Some projects in District 21 require coordination with multi agencies in 

the state of Florida. I have worked closely with Congressman Neal Dunn over the past few years 

to coordinate the restoration of the McGriff pass in Suwannee and pleased to announce this 

project will begin in October, 2020. 
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     I am honored to be endorsed by the Florida Medical Association PAC, the Police Benevolent 

Association, the Fraternal Order of Police, the International Association of Firefighters Local 

2157, the Florida Professional Firefighters, the Gator Fire Council, the Florida Chamber of 

Commerce, the Florida Realtors Association, the Florida Retail Association, and the Florida 

Nursery Growers and Landscape Association. 

The Florida Farm Bureau has named me a Champion for Agriculture for the past four years. 

     It has been an honor to represent District 21 and I ask for your vote on or before Nov. 3. 

     For more information go to https://chuckclemons.com/. 

 

Kayser Enneking, M.D.  

(D-Gainesville) 
 

1.) Why do you want to serve in the 

Florida House of Representatives? 

     Throughout my 30 years as a doctor at UF 

Shands, I have seen first-hand how lack of 

access to affordable, quality healthcare can 

destroy lives. I’ve seen people skip doctor’s 

appointments because they can’t afford the 

visit, only to come into the ER when it’s too late. 

In a country as prosperous as ours, this is not 

right. I am running for office to address the 

failures of our healthcare systems and make 

healthcare better for every Floridian. 

     The Florida legislature has had the 

opportunity to expand Medicaid in every 

session for the past 7 years. Today this would 

provide access to healthcare to over 1.4 million 

uninsured Floridians, many who have recently 

lost their job due to the economic shutdown. Every year politicians have allowed party politics to 

override the economic and health benefits of this program. Today, with the economic 

destruction of the COVID-19 pandemic, we cannot afford to play party politics any longer. 

     We need to elect representatives to the legislature who will advocate for patients. There are 

lobbyists in Tallahassee for the hospitals, the doctors, the nurses, and the drug companies. 

There are none for the patients. We need people who understand the system and the importance 

of healthcare access. This cannot be a Democrat or Republican issue. This is solely about making 

sure every person has access to quality, affordable healthcare. Illness knows no party lines, and 

neither should our healthcare legislation. 

2.) What can you do in the Florida House to help people with the cost of medical 

care in Florida? 

     My number one priority is Medicaid expansion. Medicaid expansion would increase 

healthcare access to over 1.4 million uninsured Floridians, over 75 percent of whom are in 

working families. This pandemic has shown us that having healthcare insurance tied to 

employment can leave folks without access to a doctor in times of crisis. Expanding Medicaid is 

one of the most immediate and cost-effective steps our legislature can take, and I would devote 

every resource I had to getting it done if I were elected. 

https://chuckclemons.com/
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     But ensuring every Floridian can afford medical costs is about much more than just 

insurance. It is about lowering prescription drug costs, expanding access to telehealth clinics in 

our rural communities, and combating the opioid epidemic that is sweeping the nation. 

Floridians shouldn’t have to choose between putting food on the table and the cost of the tank of 

gas needed to get to their doctor, since no healthcare clinic is in their community. Or between 

paying their electricity bills and buying life-saving insulin. 

     During COVID-19, our system quickly innovated to expand telehealth opportunities. We must 

continue to build on this. We must hold big pharma accountable for the disturbing pattern of 

rapidly increasing drug costs, even as the costs of making drugs do not change, as well as their 

intentional stoking of opioid addiction in our communities. Only once we take these steps can 

we begin to manage the rising costs of healthcare in this state. 

3.) What can you do in the Florida House to help people with issues of access to 

Internet service, improvement in quality of education (versus more testing) and 

protection from danger to students in public education, including in the State 

University System? 

     COVID-19 has shown us that universal broadband coverage is an essential utility in the state 

of Florida. We must commit to ensuring we have 100% coverage of affordable broadband as a 

public utility, especially in our rural areas where gaps in investment have left too many without 

access. Broadband is not only essential to ensure no child is left behind in their education, but 

also to ensure that our workers can compete in an increasingly digital economy. Furthermore, 

many of our schools have not been updated or renovated in decades. Providing our schools with 

the funding they need to afford textbooks, computers, quality teachers, and more is of the 

utmost importance to ensure a good quality of life for our children. 

     Standardized testing has been a failure in our state. It has handicapped teachers and has 

failed to lead to better educational outcomes. We need to support our teachers by encouraging 

creativity and innovation in the classroom. Our school staff and teachers deserve to be paid a 

living wage, and we must increase teacher pay across the board, rather than pitting teacher 

against teacher through bonus schemes and unequal pay raises. 

     As we reopen schools and universities this fall, the safety of our children, teachers, and school 

staff should be first and foremost. We must ensure that our school boards and health 

departments are working together to keep our communities safe, and that there are funds from 

the state available to ensure that investments in school safety are made. 

4.) Have you seen the impact of climate change and corporate interests on 

Florida’s environment? What can you do in the Florida House to help preserve 

natural resources and to protect the environment in this state? 

     Fighting climate change and protecting the environment are not abstract battles for our 

communities. We must protect Florida’s fresh water to not only ensure our springs are protected 

for future generations, but also ensure that our farmers continue to have access to clean water 

and that our coastlines are protected so our aquaculture industries can thrive. It is shameful we 

have not banned fracking in the state of Florida; these techniques that pump dangerous toxins 

into our groundwater have no place in our state. UF IFAS through its research has continued to 

innovate and come up with more efficient and environmentally sustainable techniques for our 

vital industries. We must continue to support this research and ensure that new techniques can 

be implemented in the industries throughout this district. Through the Florida Department of 

Agriculture’s cost-sharing programs, we can help support our farmers as we work towards more 

sustainable agriculture that will protect the industry and environment for generations to come. 

We must take the threats to our springs and fresh water seriously, but we cannot ask our 
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agriculture community to shoulder the burden of environmental protection alone. 

5.) How do you feel about making marijuana sales available for recreational use 

with a tax on it like alcoholic beverages? 

     I support the legalization, regulation, and taxation of marijuana for recreational use. The war 

on drugs has been a failure in our nation. Arrests for marijuana use has resulted in the mass 

incarceration of nonviolent users and large disparities in incarceration rates for people of color. 

As we look to rebuild our state post-coronavirus, we need to be looking for opportunities to not 

only cut costs in the state budget, but also create new revenue streams for the state. 

     Currently, the state is spending millions of dollars locking up nonviolent offenders on 

marijuana charges. Rather than spending all that money on nonviolent offenders, the state could 

be generating millions of dollars that can then be used to fund education, infrastructure, drug 

prevention programs, or any number of other programs our communities so desperately need. 

6.) How do you feel about ending the ability for people to be sentenced to death by 

execution for certain crimes in Florida? 

     As a physician I took an oath to do no harm. I believe that the death penalty should be 

abolished in Florida. Our criminal justice system has a long history of wrongful convictions. We 

also must consider the fact that the endless litigation associated with death penalty cases has 

slowed the wheels of justice for everyone and has prevented closure for victims’ families. 

7.) What is your single most important legislation you hope to see passed once you 

are elected? 

     My inspiration for running for office was my frustration with the way partisan politics has 

prevented Medicaid expansion in Florida. Passing Medicaid expansion and increasing access to 

quality, affordable healthcare will be my number one priority as your next state representative.  

8.) Other than these specific questions, what can you tell voters as an actual reason 

to choose you rather than the other candidate seeking this same seat in the Florida 

Legislature? 

     COVID-19 has shone a light on the gaping holes in our public health system in Florida, but 

the barriers that prevented us from controlling COVID-19 have been there for decades. Since 

2016 alone, the state Legislature cut over $9 million and 3,000 jobs from public health funding 

in Florida. This left us ill prepared to fight the opioid epidemic, to work on safer outcomes for all 

pregnancies, and clearly to attack the COVID-19 pandemic. It also left us with fewer healthcare 

providers in Gilchrist and Dixie counties. Currently we have 77 lawyers and one doctor in the 

state Legislature. We need legislators who bring relevant, real world expertise to address the 

most pressing issue of our time: healthcare. I would be honored to bring my lifetime of 

experience taking care of patients to the Legislature. 

     For more information, visit https://ennekingforflorida.com/. 

 

 

https://ennekingforflorida.com/
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HOUSE DISTRICT 22 

 

Barbara Byram (D-

Morriston) 

1.) Why do you want to serve in the 

Florida House of Representatives? 

     As a lifelong activist on issues focusing on 

the needs of the people over the elite, I believe 

in the principles of good governance. It is clear 

that our Legislature not only ignores the needs 

of the people in favor of corporations, industry, 

and the wealthy elite but prevents people from 

voicing opinions on proposed legislation. I want 

to transform the Legislature into one that is 

transparently accountable to the people. When 

legislation gets placed on the calendar for vote, 

the people have only 24 to 48 hours to respond. 

Moreover, people trying to keep up with 

legislation are frustrated by the incomprehensible search feature on the state's website. We 

deserve to know what legislators claim to be doing on our behalf, and we deserve the time 

needed to contact them about proposed legislation. 

2.) What can you do in the Florida House to help people with the cost of medical 

care in Florida? 

     I have long been a proponent of Single-Payer Universal Healthcare. I have spoken with many 

Levy County residents on this topic for the past 11 years and have found overwhelming support 

for it. This, however, is really a national solution to our healthcare problems, not something that 

can easily be achieved at the state level. Here in Florida, we need to accept that tying healthcare 

coverage to employment - especially in light of the current global pandemic and subsequent high 

numbers of people losing insurance along with their jobs - is not working. I will work for 

Medicaid expansion in order to cover more people, resulting in more preventive care, less 

emergency care, and lowered costs all around. 

3.) What can you do in the Florida House to help people with issues of access to 

Internet service, improvement in quality of education (versus more testing) and 

protection from danger to students in public education, including in the State 

University System? 

     In terms of Internet connection, we need national legislation that updates the Rural 

Electrification Act beyond the broadband pilot program of 2014. We pay too much for 

broadband service in rural areas of Florida, and it seems that the only solution is going to be a 

public/private partnership to extend high quality, reliable connectivity to every area of the state. 

     As for improving the quality of education, we need to fully fund public education across the 

state. Even though it appears that we're spending more money now than ever before on 

education, the cost per student, adjusted for inflation, has gone down. Full funding should 

include money for all classroom materials needed for teachers to fully engage students in the 

learning process; money for programs that are essential to child development, such as art and 

physical education; and money for extracurricular programs and activities that enhance 
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development and learning. 

     Addressing protection from danger, I believe in gun sense laws. Weapons were not allowed on 

any campus I attended as a student, and I believe that they should not be allowed on any 

campus now. If we must have a law enforcement presence on all school campuses, that presence 

should be in the form of community liaison officers. 

4.) Have you seen the impact of climate change and corporate interests on 

Florida’s environment? What can you do in the Florida House to help preserve 

natural resources and to protect the environment in this state? 

     While I could address many instances of climate change effects across the state, I will focus 

on our area. I live on five acres, and I grow my own food. The weather pattern in our area has 

changed quite a bit over the past seven years in terms of wintertime chill hours and average 

daily highs. I have seen a shortened season for growing winter crops, a lengthened summer 

season where fewer crops can be grown, and a reduction in the number and diversity of insects 

year-round, which affects pollination. 

     As for our natural resources, corporations continue to push the envelope, not once but 

repeatedly, when it comes to taking our resources for corporate profit. These resources cannot 

be replaced once depleted or reduced to the extent that it alters ecosystems and biodiversity. 

Maintaining biodiversity is not merely a matter of "saving a few cute and cuddly animals" but of 

saving as many species as possible, because without them, humans will cease to exist. We must 

be vigilant in pushing back against industries and corporate interests that look to enhance their 

profits at our expense, such as M-CORES toll roads. Enacting legislation that rewards the use of 

renewable technologies and the innovation in their development is an absolute necessity for the 

future of our state, especially given the projections of continued population growth. 

5.) How do you feel about making marijuana sales available for recreational use 

with a tax on it like alcoholic beverages? 

     It would certainly save a great deal of money in terms of the war on drugs, reduce taxpayer 

expense on incarceration, and fund much needed programs in the state addressing addiction 

and recovery. 

6.) How do you feel about ending the ability for people to be sentenced to death by 

execution for certain crimes in Florida? 

     I am opposed to the death penalty. 

7.) What is your single most important legislation you hope to see passed once you 

are elected? 

     While there are many equally important pieces of legislation that need to be passed, the most 

important in terms of time sensitivity would be a repeal of SB 7068, M-CORES. That bill is a 

prime example of the habitual way in which our legislature operates without transparency and 

accountability to the people. 

8.) Other than these specific questions, what can you tell voters as an actual reason 

to choose you rather than the other candidate seeking this same seat in the Florida 

Legislature? 

     If you want a state Legislature that responds to the needs of the people, not corporations and 

the wealthy, vote for me. If you want more M-CORES and less home rule, vote for the man who 

is endorsed by the very legislator who voted for those - and many similar things. 

 

Joe Harding (R-Williston) 

     Candidate was non-responsive. 
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SENATE DISTRICT 5 

Jennifer Bradley  

(R-Fleming Island) 
 

1.) Why do you want to serve in the 

Florida Senate? 

     I’m running for the Florida Senate 

because I love north Florida. I want future 

generations to raise their families here and 

enjoy the same safe communities, the same 

beautiful natural resources and the same 

conservative values that are so important to 

my family. I want to see our businesses 

thrive and our children receive the best 

education possible. 

2.) What can you do in the Florida 

Senate to help people with improving 

economic growth in private business 

in Florida? 

     When 2020 began, our economy had 

record low unemployment and businesses 

were thriving. Since then, the coronavirus 

has presented us with many unprecedented 

challenges. Relaunching the economy quickly and safely will be my key objective. I trust the 

innovation of the private sector and our small businesses to lead the way, not the government. I 

will fight to keep taxes low and work to repeal regulations on our important job creators. ` 

3.) What can you do in the Florida Senate to help people with issues of access to 

Internet service, improvement in quality of education (versus more testing) and 

protection from danger to students in public education, including in the State 

University System? 

     Working to address the rural broadband issue is a top priority for me. With more people 

working from home and students learning from home, this is an issue that cannot wait. All 

solutions to close the digital divide need to be on the table including public-private partnerships 

and fixed wireless technologies to reach the end user. 

     A quality education system is the foundation of our great state. That is why I was so happy to 

see the legislature prioritize our teachers this last session. An average minimum pay of $47,500 

for Florida teachers puts Florida near the top nationally for minimum teacher salary and 

recognizes the incredible work they do. The focus should always remain on attracting and 

retaining the very best teachers and providing our children with an innovative, quality 

education. 

4.) Have you seen the impact of climate change and corporate interests on 

Florida’s environment? What can you do in the Florida Senate to help preserve 

natural resources and to protect the environment? 

     I’m proud of the environmental record of Gov. Ron DeSantis, who has focused on protecting 

and preserving the precious resources of our state. He has accomplished this by prioritizing 
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science and research to address troubling issues like algae blooms and red tide; adding a chief 

science officer to monitor rising seas; and investing record dollars to protect our springs and our 

coastlines. These issues have an important impact on the quality of life for Floridians and are 

important to me. 

5.) How do you feel about making marijuana sales available for recreational use 

with a tax on it like alcoholic beverages? 

     I do not support making marijuana available for recreational sale. 

6.) How do you feel about ending the ability for people to be sentenced to death by 

execution for certain crimes in Florida? 

     I do not support abolishing the death penalty. 

7.) How quickly do you anticipate answering questions or requests for information 

posed by members of the press? 

     While I do not believe that much our media today is fair and impartial, that does not affect 

my deep respect for The First Amendment and the role of a free press in our system of 

government. The press has a vital role in informing citizens about public affairs and monitoring 

the action of government. I look forward to an open and timely dialogue and communication 

with the press so that constituents in Senate District 5 have accurate information about their 

state government. 

8.) What can you do as a Florida state senator to reduce the hate of one group for 

another? For instance, when peaceful protestors are marching and an anti-

protestor injures or kills a person at that protest, are you in favor of an increased 

level of punishment? 

     Every Floridian, regardless of race, has the absolute right to pursue their dreams and go as far 

as their drive and ambition will take them. I condemn violence of any kind in the strongest 

terms. 

9.) Other than these specific questions, what can you tell voters as an actual reason 

to choose you rather than the other candidate seeking this same seat in the Florida 

Legislature? 

     I’m a wife and mother, attorney and lifelong Republican who will fight for north Florida 

values in Tallahassee, including the Second Amendment and the rights of the unborn. I’m 

honored to be endorsed by Gov. Ron DeSantis, sheriffs across District 5 and the National Rifle 

Association. I’ve spent my adult life as a busy, working mother. Between shuttling kids to sports 

practices and working at our businesses, I’ve never had the patience or time for excuses or not 

following through on your promises. You can count on me to stand firm for what is important to 

our community to always be open, honest and accessible. I look forward to earning your support 

and taking your voice to the Florida Senate. 

 

Melina Rayna Svanhild Farley-Barratt (D-Trenton) 

     Candidate was non-responsive. 


