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City adopts special tax for fire 
protection; 

New leader takes office 

 
Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones is seen Monday night (Sept. 14) at the meeting 
where the City Commission approved by a 3-2 vote the imposition of a 
special assessment tax on residential dwellings of $129 a year for the first 
year. That tax bill is slated to show up in November for property owners in 
Chiefland. Commercial property owners will pay 5-cents per square-foot. 
Residential property owners at the poverty level can apply for a hardship 
exemption. The deadline for that application is Dec. 1. This special tax 
assessment is not exempted by Homestead Exemption. Mayor Jones always 
has been a strong supporter for the idea of this added special assessment 
for the Chiefland Fire Rescue Department. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Two people took the oath of office Monday night (Sept. 14) as 
members of the Chiefland City Commission. 
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https://youtu.be/4Fz7YYA9Zv8 
In this video, Chiefland City Commissioner Lance Hayes (left foreground) 
and Chiefland City Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring take the oath of 
office administered by Levy County Court Judge "Tim" Browning on Sept. 
14, 2020. At the end, the judge and city commissioners shake hands, which 
shows they are ignoring the Florida Department of Health advice regarding 
methods to not spread or contract COVID-19. In the past six months, eight 
people from Levy County have died and 73 people from Levy County have 
been hospitalized so far from COVID-19, according to the FDOH; however, 
for some reason, some people are demonstrating that they don’t care 
enough about other human beings to be moderately inconvenienced by 
wearing a mask in public and by keeping distant from others unless it is 
necessary. This unique disease is very dangerous, very contagious and 
people can spread it without showing symptoms they have it. COVID-19 
caused a global pandemic, which continues in no small part from people 
failing to follow advice of medical doctors. 
Video by Jeff M. Hardison 
All Rights Reserved 

 
Here is a still shot of the three people participating in the swearing-in 
process. The Florida Department of Health has issued a Public Health 
Advisory - Residents are advised to wear masks in public and to socially 
distance. Avoid crowds, closed spaces and close contact. None of the 
Chiefland City Commission leaders led by example in that regard on 
Monday night (Sept. 14). 
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Vice Mayor Tim West enjoys some of his last minutes as an elected member 
of the Chiefland City Commission on Monday night. 
 

 
City Commissioner Lance Hayes enjoys some of his first minutes as an 
elected member of the Chiefland City Commission on Monday night. 
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City Commissioner Norman Weaver was elected as the new Vice Mayor of 
Chiefland. 
 

 
City Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring listens during the Monday night 
meeting. 
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City Commissioner Rollin Hudson looks at a piece of paper during the 
meeting on Monday night. 
 
     Lance Hayes (Group 4), who won by an overwhelming majority of votes in the 
municipal election where he defeated Tim West was one of the two who made promises 
as Levy County Court Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning administered the oath of office. 
     Lewrissa Mainwaring (Group 2), who won because no one ran against her and she 
sought reelection, was the other person taking the oath. 
     As part of the functions of the night, the completely-seated City Commission chose 
the mayor and vice mayor. West had been the vice mayor when he lost reelection. 
     On a motion by City Commissioner Rollin Hudson, seconded by Mainwaring, Mayor 
Chris Jones was selected for another term as mayor. The vote was 5-0 in favor of that 
action. 
     This marked the very first time Chiefland City Commissioner Hayes voted in his new 
role as a leader in municipal government.     
     On a motion by Hudson, seconded by Weaver, City Commissioner Norman Weaver 
was appointed as vice mayor. 
     Before Commissioner Hayes accepted his role as voting leader of city government in 
Chiefland, Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor West and commissioners Hudson, Mainwaring and 
Weaver voted 3-2 to impose a special fee or tax for fire protection. 
     This was the final public hearing on the matter. 
     The new tax is estimated to bring in $172,846 in the first year – after deductions for 
non-profit groups, like churches, and government buildings in the city limits. 
     Meanwhile every residential property owner in the city limits of Chiefland will see a 
bill for $129 for each dwelling unit. Commercial interests who own property in the city 
limits will see a new bill for 5-cents per square foot. 
     This new tax passed 3-2 on a Weaver-West motion with Jones also voting in favor of 
it. Voting against it were Hudson and Mainwaring. 
     In a separate West-Weaver motion, the City Commission voted unanimously 5-0 to 
extend the deadline for applications for hardship exemptions from the special 
assessment. The actual deadline was Aug. 1. 
     The new deadline to apply for a hardship exemption from the $129 fee is Dec. 1. To 
qualify for the exemption, the property owner must own the residence and the combined 
income of the residents in the property must be below the poverty level. 
     City Manager Mary Ellzey will evaluate documents submitted by applicants and make 
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a decision within 15 days of the application’s submittal in each case. 
     For more information and to obtain the form to seek an exemption, contact Chiefland 
City Hall. 
     As for Hayes not having a vote on the new special assessment for fire protection, this 
was old business. City Manager Ellzey explained to one journalist who posed the 
question that it is customary for old business to be voted upon before the installation of 
the new City Commission member. 
     Hence the vote for final approval of the new special assessment for owners or 
property within the city limits of Chiefland happened before Hayes could vote on it. 
     As for property owners in the zone covered by Chiefland Fire Rescue, outside the city 
limits, they pay for fire service via the special assessment of $129 per residence or 36-
cents per square foot for commercial property in that fire protection zone. 
     In other action, the City Commission renewed at a cost of $7,000 its annual contract 
with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council. 
     The City Commission also unanimously approved the annual agreements with the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the Suwannee River Water 
Management District for reduced fees for permits with those two agencies. The reduced 
fee is $100 per permit application. If not approved, the expense would be significantly 
higher, City Manager Ellzey said as she endorsed approval of those two annual 
agreements with those two agencies. 

 


