
HardisonInk.com 
Do not call police when power goes out; 

City continues its city manager selection process 
 

 
Williston City Councilman Elihu Ross enters the City Council Meeting Room 
on Tuesday evening (Sept. 8). Ross is the only City Council member who is 
following the well-publicized Public Health Advisory from the Florida 
Department of Health, which states ‘Residents are advised to wear masks in 
public and to socially distance.’ Despite the death toll from COVID-19 at 
eight so far and the number of hospitalizations in Levy County at 72 from 
COVID-19 as of Sept. 11, some people in this rural county seem to believe the 
virus will not make them ill, or kill them. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 12, 2020 at 11:10 a.m. 
     WILLISTON – Interim City Manager Dennis Strow told the Williston City Council 
on Tuesday night (Sept. 8) that the dispatchers who send information to police, fire and 
ambulance crews are swamped by city electric customers on occasion. 
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Seen here on Sept. 
8 not wearing 
masks in a small, 
enclosed area are 
(from left) City 
Council Vice 
President Justin 
Head, City 
Attorney Frederick 
L. Koberlein Jr. of 
Lake City, Mayor 
Jerry Robinson 
and Human 
Resources Director 
Brooke Willis. 
None of these four 
people are heeding the advice of the Florida Department of Health 
regarding the proved method to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

 
Just before the start of the meeting seen here (from left) are City Council 
President Charles D. Goodman and city councilwomen Debra Jones and 
Marguerite Robinson. Jones and Robinson may be within six feet of each 
other, but they do not appear to be understanding that the Florida 
Department of Health wants people to act as if there is a very contagious, 
very dangerous virus that has caused a global pandemic, and there are 
methods to reduce it spreading to other people. 
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Brooke Willis (left) sits in for City Clerk Latricia Wright who is on vacation 
as Williston Planner Jacki Gorman speaks with her. By her actions, 
Gorman demonstrates that she understands the concept of wearing a 
facemask to reduce the spread of a novel and unique virus that is very 
dangerous to human health. 
 
     On another important matter in Williston, the City Council moved forward with its 
selection of a new city manager. 
     As for electric problems and first-responder dispatchers in Williston, when the power 
goes out, for instance when a utility pole recently broke, people are calling the Williston 
Police Department dispatchers to see when to expect their power will be restored. 
     There is one person dispatching police, fire and ambulance service in Williston. 
     Strow, who is normally the chief of police, told the City Council that these calls from 
electric outages are interfering with the job that dispatchers must do to protect lives and 
property. There are even people who go to Gainesville or Ocala to shop, and then they 
call WPD dispatch to find out if the power service has been restored to their residence 
while they are out shopping, Strow said. 
     Strow further explained that the normal business hours number for power outages 
does go to the proper persons in the utility department. However, after normal business 
hours, calls are transferred to the WPD-Williston Fire Rescue Communications Center. 
     During a recent outage, Strow added, a WPD officer had to be called in from his 
duties in the city to answer phone calls from people who wanted to know about when 
their electric service would be restored. 
     On another city electric service matter that Interim City Manager Strow worked with 
recently, he said, was to work with John Gray of Williston Peanut. Gray said he felt the 
company owned the city money. Williston Utilities Director C.J. Zimoski worked with 
Gary, Strow said. 
     The company paid the city $36,000 that had been “written off,” Strow said. 
     Strow has had to repeatedly remind City Council President that he has no interest or 
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intention to serve as the city manager beyond the time when he must to help the city 
continue until a new city manager is selected. 
     One of the very last things considered during the three-hour meeting Tuesday night 
was the process for the selection of the next city manager. 
     The six ballots by the City Council for the candidates who want the job were 
tabulated. 
     Mayor Jerry Robinson was given a ballot to cast a vote in addition to the five City 
Council members. 
     Andrew E. Hyatt received the most votes – five. City Council President Charles 
Goodman did not want to hire Hyatt, because Goodman felt Hyatt wants too much 
money to start. 
     The City Council created a proposal to present to him. 
     Charles Goodman proposed that he and the Mayor Robinson negotiate with the Hyatt 
and then return to City Council for approval or rejection of that final negotiation. 
     If they cannot negotiate a contract, the City Council will go to the next candidate 
ranked by the City Council and mayor to determine a method to negotiate with that next 
highest ranked candidate. 
     Meanwhile Interim City Manager Strow is tasked with the duties as city manager 
Williston, rather than serving in his preferred post for public service as the WPD police 
chief. 
     As for finding a method to stop or reduce the likelihood of people calling the police 
department rather than the utility department when electric service is interrupted for a 
city utilities customer in Williston after hours, or finding a better method for after-hours 
dispatch of utility crews, there was no resolution, nor was there any process proposed to 
reach a resolution Tuesday night. 


