
HardisonInk.com 
Sheriff urges revision of ordinances for 
block parties; 

Levy County Commission holds lengthy night 
meeting 

 
Levy County Finance Officer and Chief Deputy Clerk Jared Blanton is seen 
at his desk Wednesday (Sept. 9). His office is in the Levy County 
Courthouse. He is the top financial person under Levy Clerk and 
Comptroller Danny J. Shipp, who work with the Levy County Board of 
County Commissioners on financial matters. He has been working with 
Sheriff Bobby McCallum regarding certain funds that are coming under the 
control of the County Commission – effective Oct. 1.  Blanton has helped 
save Levy County taxpayers a significant amount of money by applying his 
skill with finances. Even with his heavy duties, this gentleman provided a 
photo opportunity with no advance notice from HardisonInk.com. The Levy 
County Courthouse has changed. The Tax Collector’s Office and other 
offices are now in the Annex, which is the former Bronson High School, 
located behind the regular courthouse, where that space is now more 
relegated to the Levy County Clerk and to the Levy County Court and the 
Levy County part of the Eighth Judicial Circuit Court. Rather than building 
a new courthouse, the County Commission and the School Board reached 
the agreement that led to the Annex coming into fruition. 
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     BRONSON – The Levy County Board of County Commissioners met Tuesday night 
(Sept. 8) in the Levy County Annex for at least four hours. 
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    Three hours into the meeting Levy County Sheriff Robert B. “Bobby” McCallum Jr. 
spoke to the County Commission about a few matters – including a method to stop large 
parties where people are being shot. 
     Reelected again to another four-year term, Sheriff McCallum said he appreciates the 
voters of Levy County first choosing him as sheriff in 2012, and with his reelection 
unopposed in 2016 and now in 2020. 
     He brought the County Commission into awareness about a new set of logistics that 
goes into effect on Oct. 1. 
     The federal asset-sharing program from seizures of property was formerly handled 
sheriff-by-sheriff in Florida. 
     The United States Department of the Treasury has changed that. Now, Sheriff 
McCallum said, it will be the county commissioners who are the custodians of those 
assets, although it will still be the sheriffs’ responsibility to spend those funds for 
specific purposes, as it has been in the past under federal law. 
     The County Commission serves as the custodian for state seized assets that are 
shared in Florida, McCallum added. 
     On Sept. 30, the Levy County Sheriff’s Office will transfer funds to the Levy County 
Commission, Sheriff McCallum said. 
     Levy County Finance Officer and Chief Deputy Clerk Jared Blanton, Sheriff 
McCallum and the LCSO Finance Director Nicole Gore have been working together to 
make the transition of funds to go smoothly, the sheriff said. 
     “From that point on,” McCallum said, “I will have to requisition from the Board (of 
County Commissioners) the release of those funds, obviously following the purchasing 
guidelines of the county commissioners.” 
     The sheriff said he felt he should make the commissioners aware of this revision in 
procedures in that regard. 
     On another matter, the sheriff said just for improving the security of the LCSO 
telephone system is going to cost about $60,000 to $75,000. The new system will make 
it so that a person cannot seize control of several telephone lines at one time. 
     He mentioned the current tentative total cost is in the $135,000 range. This will be on 
the agenda for action later, McCallum said, and he intends to try to use 2020 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) funding. 
     McCallum said he intends to bring a plan to the next County Commission meeting to 
improve security for the phone lines, which have been seized twice. 
     On yet another issue, McCallum spoke about the six people shot very early Saturday 
morning, after a Friday “so-called protest” gathering – east of Williston. 
     He mentioned those six victims added to another one who was shot within an eight-
day span of time. There has been an arrest in the case where one was shot at a house 
party, and charges are levied against parents who let their house be the scene of that 
party. 
     The “so-called protest” was led by “a man from Gainesville,” and it grew into a huge 
party where six people were shot and wounded, McCallum said. That event caused more 
than 30 LCSO staff members, as well as law enforcement officers from the Florida 
Highway Patrol, the Marion County Sheriff’s Office and the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement to be involved. 
     Undersheriff W.O. “Brett” Beauchamp III led the operations related to the “so-called 
protest,” party and shooting Friday night and Saturday (Sept. 4 and 5), Sheriff 
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McCallum said. 
     All six of the individuals are expected to survive, with one getting through being listed 
as critical. The sheriff said one shooting victim was from Lake City, one was from 
Gainesville and four were from Ocala, McCallum said. 
     This was like the 2013 Crab Fest shootings, where one man died, he said. That was a 
shooting incident in the same place at an annual block party in that part of the 
unincorporated part of Levy County near Williston. 
     County Commissioner Mike Joyner told Sheriff McCallum that although he is 
speaking, he is certain the other commissioners agree with him, when he says the 
County Commission supports the sheriff 100 percent. 
     Joyner was critical of the man from Gainesville who appears to be trying to create 
some sort of name for himself by being critical of the sheriff and LCSO, when in Joyner’s 
opinion, Sheriff McCallum is one of the best sheriffs in Florida. 
     The sheriff said large crowds can include some number of people who have guns and 
will use them in an unlawful manner. McCallum said no one has a crystal ball to predict 
when there will be a shooting. 
     When there are indications of the potential, the LCSO responds accordingly with a 
proper measure of preventative action. If something happens, then there is response as 
quickly as possible. 
     Sheriff McCallum said this “so-called protest” organizer from Gainesville has no 
legitimate interest in Levy County, other than to feed his own ego. 
     For the past five weekends, the LCSO has dealt with people trying to have or having 
block parties. The four weekends previous to the one where six people were shot, 
McCallum said, included a couple of social media-inspired possible events where 
nothing happened. However, units were deployed and ready to respond. 
     On two weekends, there were block party attempts that the LCSO got in front of, 
flushed out and stopped that activity, he said. 
     Residents and visitors in Levy County can say what they want and do what they want 
as long they don’t break the law, McCallum said. But the sheriff must walk the fine line 
to stop actions that lead to destruction of property, injuries and death, he reminded 
listeners. 
     “There is a fine line there to uphold the rights of people to protest and do these 
things,” Sheriff McCallum said. “We have not had those issues (of racial injustice) in this 
county. We treat people like they should be treated. We treat people with respect. 
     “And for an individual to try to say different(ly),” McCallum added, “and to make this 
an issue is wrong.” 
     The sheriff said he intends to follow up after this event to do everything possible with 
assistance from the Office of Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney William Cervone and 
with others to hold people criminally accountable for what happened to the six shooting 
victims. 
     The sheriff asked the County Commission to consider improving the county 
ordinances regarding large gatherings of people in the county. 
     Things like happen east of Williston, he said, are happening elsewhere in Levy 
County. Some of this activity of large parties is on private property, where the LCSO is 
not being allowed in to investigate what is happening, McCallum said. 
     “This is a 40-year-old problem from the beginning of Crab Fest, McCallum said. 
“Fortunately, I have been around for all of those years - plus. So, I can speak from 
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history.” 
     McCallum said previous County Commission members did not answer the call to 
tighten up the relevant ordinances to give the LCSO more teeth to be able to stop large 
parties where people are being hurt and killed. 
     Large parties that spring up lead to people impeding traffic, parking on rights-of-way 
and more. 
     The shooting last weekend was on Levy County Road 318, and bullets were launched 
from weapons held by people on the right-of-way, he said. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks said he looks forward to working with 
the sheriff and the county attorney to create local laws to help hold accountable 
profiteers. 
     “The people with homes catching stray bullets do not think this is a game,” Brooks 
said. 
     Brooks said people with rental cars from Georgia, California “and all over” were 
coming to Levy County. This cannot be the destination for people who want to have big 
parties and to shoot others. 
     Brooks said the future local law will hold property owners liable for the damage, 
injury and death resulting from negligent behavior and the failure for proper security to 
stop this form of activity. 
     People from outside Levy County, or inside Levy County, are not welcome to cause 
that kind of mischief. Commissioners Brooks and John Meeks added comments to show 
their intent to move forward with stopping violence. 
     As Sheriff McCallum concluded the long discussion about the historic failure of Levy 
County to get a grip on large ad hoc festivals and block parties, he spoke about the one 
man who he sees as being responsible for bringing the masses to Levy County this past 
weekend. 
     The sheriff said the man has complained about the LCSO providing a press release 
about the arrest of a suspect in the single shooting at a private residence during a party. 
     “That was on private property,” McCallum said. 
     The LCSO had no prior warning of that party, he added, and when the 9-1-1 call came 
in, the LCSO responded. 
     The 17-year-old black male shooter was caught with a stolen pistol that had been 
taken from a Lake County Sheriff’s Office car in Marion County. 
     The man from Gainesville who organized the event leading to the six people being 
shot last weekend, McCallum said, tried to compare that incident to this incident. In the 
case where six people were shot, it was on public property. It was announced earlier. 
People were invited from all over to attend. 
     The reason for holding the release on the 17-year-old is because the LCSO had 
reasonable cause to believe the suspect was known. By waiting, the shooter was not 
warned so that he could flee. 
     In the case of six people being shot, the LCSO provided a press release closer after the 
event with the hope that this information in the public would cause more people to 
respond and help officers find the shooter or shooters. 
     This “so-called protest” organizer, Sheriff McCallum said, is not going to tell him and 
his staff of detectives how to investigate cases. 
     The sheriff said Commissioner Mike Joyner knows law enforcement agencies have 
reasons to release information at different times. 
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     “It has nothing to do with the color of anybody’s skin or whatever,” McCallum said. 
     In fact, law enforcement officers have often told other government leaders that they 
must wait to arrest drug sellers, because they are gathering more evidence which will 
lead to a bigger impact on that activity. 
     In this instance, the organizer drew conclusions not based on anything more than his 
own perception and conjecture. 

     Hours earlier, after the pledge and prayer, and roll call, Commission Chairman 
Brooks read the public comments sent via email before the first of two times when 
public comments were allowed at the meeting. Commenters were each allowed five 
minutes to say what they wanted to the County Commission. 
     Chairman Brooks let people in the audience know there were listeners on the 
telephone lines who were “attending” the meeting via telephone. That option is part of 
the practices resulting from the global COVID-19 pandemic, which has affected every 
part of the planet. 
     Kim Weaver of Williston sent an email for public comment. 
     She expressed her opinion related to farmland, local control by local government and 
how the Florida Department of Transportation’s project to build toll roads through Levy 
County are endangering farms and the rural quality of life that exists here now, and that 
the local government leaders should strive to preserve farms and rural living in Levy 
County. 
     There were a number of other Levy County residents who shared their opinions in 
opposition to the Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-CORES) 
program, which Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation say is 
intended to revitalize rural communities, encourage job creation and provide regional 
connectivity while leveraging technology, enhancing the quality of life and public safety, 
and protecting the environment and natural resources. 
     For more information provided by the state government about the three significant 
toll road projects in M-CORES, please click HERE https://floridamcores.com/. 
     Among the other public comments sent via the county’s portal was one from Toni 
Plemmons of Chiefland. She provided her perspective on the Levy County Animal 
Services Department. She and her husband Pat went to LCAS to adopt a dog, and she 
endorses people adopting pets. 
     Linda Collins of Cedar Key RV Resort was at the meeting and spoke during the public 
comment time. She expressed her opinion that the tax bill and special assessment bill 
sent to her by the Levy County Tax Collector’s Office is not correct. 
     She said this resort is not “a residential campground” but is instead “a commercial 
RV campground.” She said the cooperative that owns the commercial site should get 
bills, rather than individuals who lease lots. 
     People who lease lots there, she said, pay $200 a month to the owner of the 
commercial property. Collins does not believe Levy County can tax the renters because 
they must vacate their space after 180 days, before they can later return. 
     Collins said she and others are not residents. They are “snowbirds” who stay at Cedar 
Key RV Resort of two to six months a year. Their residences are not permanent 
structures. They are RVs. 
     County Commissioner John Meeks said he had spoken with Collins when she was 
shopping at Bronson Ace Hardware. The previous owner of Cedar Key RV Resort went 
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into foreclosure, and the new proprietorship appears to have not followed through with 
what is required to revise the property taxing structure. 
     Levy County Attorney Anne Bast Brown said the Levy County Property Appraiser’s 
Office puts owners on the rolls for taxing purposes. 
     “If it’s a mistake,” Brown said, “it is something that can be corrected. I don’t know if it 
is a mistake.” 
     Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean said Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn 
“Oz” Barker and staff spent a lot of time with this set of appraisals, and with the relevant 
tax laws of Florida. Chairman Brooks instructed Coordinator Dean to follow through 
with Collins and Property Appraiser Barker to find the correct answer to any question 
the visitor may have regarding payment of property taxes and special assessments. 
     The County Commission heard from people regarding the proposed ad valorem 
property taxes and about the special assessments to be levied against property owners in 
Levy County. 


