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Bronson thrashes Ocala Christian 40-26 
in comeback win 

 

Bronson Eagle Xavier Guyton rounds the corner at high speed for his fourth 
touchdown of the night. 
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     BRONSON -- Xavier Guyton ran for four touchdowns Friday night to lead the 
Bronson Middle High School Eagles Varsity Football Team to a 40-26 come-from-
behind win over the Ocala Christian Crusaders on senior night in Bronson. 
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Nicholas Washington runs for big yardage in the second half. He stumbled 
and regained his footing. 
 

 
Quarterback Ashton Wilkerson, in his first game as the starting signal 
caller, sprints away from the line looking for a receiver. 
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Ocala receiver Jett Bloom catches a touchdown pass seconds before the first 
half ended. 
 
     Ocala jumped out to a 12-0 lead with 7:18 left in the first quarter, but the Eagles 
dominated the second half. 
     Eagles Head Varsity Football Coach Russell Holley made defensive changes at the 
half that bottled up the Crusader offense. He credited his offensive coordinator Curtis 
Reese with calling a good game that unleashed Guyton in the second, third and fourth 
quarters. 
     “In the second half he focused on play calling,” Coach Holley said. “It’s not really hard 
to call, if you say I’m going to ride Guyton. I think the motivation of Guyton was a big 
factor and Matthew Miller’s tackle in the middle of the field was important. We really 
hadn’t tackled anyone all night, but after that we seemed to tackle people.” 
     Miller smashed into Crusader runner Kerron Williams around the midway point of 
the second quarter and laid him flat on the turf. The hit fired up the big Bronson crowd 
and appeared to motivate the Eagles’ defense. 
     Holley used 22 starters in the game, which means his defense was used only for 
defense and his offense only for offense. Many small town coaches use their best 11 
players on both sides of the ball. His use of 22 starters paid off. Holley’s 45-player squad 
appeared much fresher than Ocala in the second half when the game became more 
aggressive. Ocala fielded a team of about 17 players. Most of them played on both 
offense and defense. 
     It was a strange night in some ways, due to the fact that game officials never touched 
the football. The procedure was something new since the start of the global COVID-19 
pandemic. 
     Offensive players were asked to bring the ball to the line of scrimmage after a play 
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ended. Officials said the Florida High School Athletic Association rule that prevented 
them from touching the ball was aimed at preventing body fluids like sweat or spit from 
being transferred to the football. They said wearing gloves wouldn’t necessarily prevent 
body fluids from being left on the ball. When they blow their whistles, one official said, 
their saliva could be left on the gloves and transferred to the ball. 
     The Bronson crowd was large and enthusiastic, but most of the fans weren’t wearing 
masks. The swarming gnats were the worst part of the night -- along with the heat and 
humidity. 
     Bronson started slowly, but then the home team dominated the game. 
     The game started off badly for Bronson when the visitors scored on their opening 
possession on a 19-yard run by Williams. The Crusaders’ two-point conversion failed. 
The Crusaders scored again five minutes later when quarterback Colton Bloom ran a 
bootleg for a touchdown. Ocala led 12-0. 
     Bronson’s fortunes changed when Ke’tron Thomas intercepted a Crusader pass. The 
Eagles drove 90 yards after the interception to score on a 20-yard run by Guyton with 
6:52 remaining in the second. The two-point conversion attempt failed. 
     The Crusaders scored just before the half when three consecutive defensive penalties 
backed the Eagles up against their own goal line and led to a touchdown pass from 
quarterback Colton Bloom to receiver Jett Bloom. Ocala led 20-6 at the half. 
     Bronson’s misfortunes continued when the Eagles fumbled the opening kick return at 
the start of the second half, and Ocala recovered at the Bronson 31. 
     But a powerful defensive hit by Eagle Matthew Miller gave the Bronson fans renewed 
hope. On Bronson’s next possession, the Eagles drove from their own 31 to score on a 
45-yard run by Guyton. Ke’tron Thomas ran for the two-point conversion to close the 
gap to 20-14 with 9:06 left in the third quarter. 
     The Eagles’ defense was beginning to feel its power. Bronson took over on downs 
after stopping Ocala on its next drive. The defensive stop set up another drive that 
ended in with a 10-yard touchdown run by Guyton. Guyton ran for the two-point 
conversion giving Bronson a 22-20 lead with 4:30 left in the third quarter. 
     Bronson’s defense began to dominate. The Crusaders gave up the ball deep in their 
own territory after the Eagles’ defensive pressure forced an errant punt. Bronson took 
possession at the Ocala 30. The Eagles quickly scored on a 25-yard run by Guyton. He 
also ran for the two-point conversion, giving the Eagles a 30-20 lead. 
     The Eagles’ defense had taken total control of the game. On Ocala’s next possession, 
the Crusaders were backed up by repeated penalties caused by defensive pressure. The 
final blow occurred when Jacob Kahn corralled the quarterback for a safety. Bronson led 
32-20. Jace McDonald ran for Bronson’s final score. Nicholas Washington rumbled into 
the end zone on a two-point conversion to make it 40-20. 
     Holley sent his reserve players into the game for the final six minutes. Ocala was able 
to score on a 14-yard throw to Jett Bloom. The two-point conversion failed, ending the 
game with Eagles’ win of 40-26. 


