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First jury selection completed 
in Levy County since the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 
This screen shot from the Zoom method of coverage shows Eighth Judicial 
Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis at the top of the screen and other 
people in the courtroom at the bottom of the screen. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 29, 2020 at 5:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Tuesday morning (Sept. 29) marked a moment in Levy County history 
as Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis ruled over the first jury 
selection since the global COVID-19 pandemic shut down Florida courts since March. 
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Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis is seen during the 
moment when he showed prospective jurors his face to determine if they 
may recognize him. 
Photo From Screen Shot Of Zoom 
 

 
This is Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis wearing the 
face mask properly – over both his nose and mouth – to help reduce the 
odds of him catching COVID-19 or spreading the virus if he happens to have 
it. 
Photo From Screen Shot Of Zoom 
 
     Criminal and civil court action has continued throughout Florida since the closure of 
courts in March due to the pandemic. Judges have administered justice through various 
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means that brought remedies to civil issues, as well as helping defendants either 
maintain their presumption of innocence or to be proved beyond reasonable doubt to be 
guilty of the suspected criminal activities of which they stood accused. 
     Jury trials in Levy County, though, have not existed for several months now due to 
the logistical issues that had to be overcome for health and safety of all concerned. 
     At the outset of the process Tuesday, Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Chief Judge James 
P. Nilon spoke to prospective jurors and other parties in Courtroom A of the Levy 
County Courthouse, and to those few others who were listening through the Internet 
service known as YouTube via the Zoom program. 
     The Honorable Judge Nilon welcomed and thanked everyone to the courtroom, as he 
noted the significance of this procedure. 
     Resuming jury trials in Levy County, Nilon said, require jurors so that the matters 
can be resolved. He thanked the prospective jurors who answered the call to this civic 
duty as they play a crucial role in justice being served. 
      Chief Circuit Court Judge Nilon shared the essential truth about specific parts of the 
United States Constitution and the Florida Constitution that guarantee a trial by jury to 
decide certain matters in jurisprudence. 
     Trial by jury is a fundamental right in American society and the legal system, he said, 
that is protected and imbedded in The Sixth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and in 
Article 1, Section 22, of the Florida Constitution. 
     Within the 20 judicial circuits that include the 67 counties of Florida, Judge Nilon 
said, judges must decide the level of COVID-19 danger before restarting jury trials in any 
community. In Levy County right now, he said, with the precautions put in place by Levy 
County Clerk Danny Shipp and Sheriff Bobby McCallum, there can be jury trials 
restarted now. 
     This trial set for tomorrow (Wednesday, Sept. 30) is the first jury trial in Levy County 
since the Florida Supreme Court stopped jury trials in the state due to COVID-19 in 
March. One of the differences will be a very closely monitored limit on who can be in the 
courtroom. 
     Chief Judge Nilon noted on Tuesday morning that the jury trial ability restarting in 
Levy County results thanks to the work not only of Clerk Shipp and Sheriff McCallum, 
and their employees, including for court security, but also thanks to Judge Davis, the 
participating attorneys and all of their staff. 
     The chief judge of this circuit said participating members of the local justice system 
had a “walk-through” to see how this modified version of jury selection and jury trials 
could work. 
     “Obviously, safety is the number one factor here,” Judge Nilon said. 
     Safety is planned as part of the process from start to finish, he said, adding that it is 
the current level of active COVID-19 numbers that are in Levy County that allow a jury 
trial to occur here now. 
     After Judge Nilon gave his introductory presentation, Judge Davis expressed his 
appreciation for jurors willing to serve under the circumstances that exist. 
     “It shows in my mind,” Judge Davis said to the jury pool, “your sense of civic duty 
and your love of the Constitution. And I think everybody agrees we have the best 
Constitutions in the world.” 
     Judge Davis began the process, which includes allowing for the exclusion of certain 
individuals from jury service, as is noted in Florida law. That includes the governor, 
lieutenant governor, members of The Florida Cabinet, judges and certain other people. 
     Jurors must decide the outcome of the case, Judge Davis said as he began initial jury 
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instructions, based only on the facts and evidence presented in the courtroom. 
     “You must not communicate with anyone, including friends and family members 
about this case,” Judge Davis said, adding this includes through any cell phone, tablets, 
on any social media platform or through any other means. 
     He told jurors not to send or accept any messages from anyone about this case. They 
must not watch TV, use the Internet or read any newspaper articles or anything else 
about the case. Jurors are not to conduct any research in any manner to find out more 
about this case. Only what is presented in the courtroom during the trial can be 
considered. 
     In order for the jury’s verdict to be a lawful verdict, Judge Davis said, must be based 
on two things – what evidence comes from the witness stand, where the witness will be 
subject to examination and cross examination; and the evidence, such as physical 
evidence that will come through the Clerk’s Office. 
     Failure by any juror to abide by the rules can result in a mistrial, which means a 
significant cost to the community as the entire trial must restart. 
    Jury service can be very inconvenient, Judge Davis said, because everyone has a busy 
life. These lives are busy, however, thanks to the rights and privileges that everyone 
enjoys as citizens of the United States of America. 
     Except for the service in the military during wartime, Judge Davis sees no other 
service as being more important by a citizen to perform for their country and 
community than to serve on a jury. 
     Among the information that Judge Davis shared was that this is set to be a one-day 
trial. 
     Judge Davis and both the prosecuting attorney and the defense attorney asked 
everyone to speak clearly for the court reporter to be able to be understood through the 
face mask. 
     “Voir dire” is the term for the process of choosing the jury, Judge Davis explained, 
and it means “to speak the truth.” Hence, everyone was reminded there are no wrong or 
right answers to questions posed by attorneys. Simply speak the truth. 
     Prospective jurors were given a 
plethora of information including the 
definitions of certain words, and how 
and why certain rules exist. 
     The defendant and other parties were 
introduced to the prospective jurors. 
 
 Scott Arlington Mead 
Mug Shot By LCSO 
  

    Scott Arlington Mead, 47, is accused of 
the crime of aggravated battery with a 
deadly weapon, and with leaving the 
scene of an accident that did not include 
serious bodily harm, the judge said. 
     Being accused of a crime does not 
mean the defendant committed the 
crime, Judge Davis said. Every person 
charged with a crime is presumed 
innocent until the state proves to the 
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exclusion of reasonable doubt that the person is guilty. 
     As for Mead, he has remained in the Levy County Jail since he was arrested on Feb. 
25, in lieu of bond set at $150,000, according to records. 
     Williston Police Officer Marquis Wright made the arrest in February, according to 
records. Wright is now a deputy with the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office, but he was a 
WPD officer when he made this arrest in February. 
     The charging documents show that on Feb. 24, 2020, Mead touched or struck a 
female victim, and he used a car to strike her. Hence, the crime of aggravated battery 
with a deadly weapon is the charge. The defendant is believed to have then failed to stop 
the car to remain at the scene of the crash, as required by law, and that is another crime. 
     Prosecuting Mead will be Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Frank 
Slavichak as the lead prosecutor, according to what was said Tuesday. Eighth Judicial 
Circuit State Attorney’s Office Division Chief for Levy County -- Assistant State Attorney 
Glenn Bryan is set to assist Slavichak. 
     Attorney Logan Doll is the defense attorney in this case, according to records. 
     Everyone wore face masks, as is advised by the Florida Department of Health during 
this pandemic. Both Assistant State Attorney Slavichak and Judge Davis took their 
masks off for a couple of minutes to let jurors see their faces to see if anyone recognized 
them. Judge Davis mentioned that he tried a case in Alachua County one time and one 
of his neighbors was a prospective juror. 
     Both attorneys went through hours of asking prospective jurors questions via the voir 
dire process to determine the six jurors who they believed could be fair and impartial. 
Even though it is planned to be a one-day trial, the process included a person who will 
sit through the trial, but who will be a substitute juror in the event of something 
happening to a juror that would prevent them from deliberating. 
     All parties in the courtroom passed by a device that checks temperatures as they 
entered. A fever is an indicator or having COVID-19. It is important to remember that a 
person may have COVID-19 and be contagious, but not show symptoms such as having a 
fever. 
     All persons in the courtroom wore masks and remained at least six feet apart unless it 
was necessary to be closer to one another during the voir dire. 
     With the jury selected and both the prosecution and defense prepared for trial, it is 
set to being tomorrow (Wednesday, Sept. 30). 

 


