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Chiefland Farmer’s Flea Market  
hosts Fix Them All and Dr. Natalie Isaza 

 
Among the many members of Fix Them All and other pet owners, these four 
agreed to a photo opportunity early Sunday morning (Sept. 27) at the 
Chiefland Farmer’s Flea Market. They are (from left) Lucille Rese, Grace 
Bobb, Maggie Biggerstaff and June Kennedy. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 27, 2020 at 10:10 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – Sonny and Lydia Griffeth, owners of the Chiefland Farmers Flea 
Market, have been hosting various animal groups as well as providing a multitude of 
services to area residents and visitors for many years. 
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Dr. Ramiro Isaza, in the shadow nearest to the Winnebago, sets the awning 
over the mobile lab. Dr. Ramiro Isaza, a University of Florida professor in 
Zoological Medicine, is the husband of Dr. Natalie Isaza, who is helping the 
Fix Them All group with low-cost spay and neuter services. Dr. Ramiro 
Isaza is a veterinarian that specializes in medical matters involving exotic 
animals like lions, tigers and bears. He said his main title on Sunday in 
Chiefland was as ‘Awning Handler.’ Essentially, he was at the site to help his 
wife Dr. Natalie Isaza, who was the chief veterinarian for all intents and 
purposes then and there. 
 

 
The Sun peaks shines through one of the large oak trees on the Chiefland 
Farmer’s Flea Market property early Sunday morning. The Flea Market is 
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. This photo was taken 
a bit before opening. 
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Sonny Griffeth stands near some fall-oriented decorations at the Chiefland 
Farmer’s Flea Market early Sunday morning. His wife Lydia Griffeth was in 
the Flea Market office taking care of some business at this moment. The 
Flea Market is a fun place to visit and shop. 
 

 
Veterinarian Technician Karen Lancaster (left) and Dr. Natalie Isaza pause 
for a photo opportunity before starting their Sunday morning (Sept. 27) 
conferring with pet owners about medical matters relevant to dogs and 
cats. 
 
     This community-oriented spirit at the Flea Market was reflected again today. 
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     On Sunday morning (Sept. 27), some members of the Fix Them All group met Dr. 
Natalie Isaza, DVM, DACDVM. Other pet owners had the opportunity to meet the 
veterinarian who brought her mobile surgery unit. 
     Fix Them All members arrived by 7:30 and were no later than 8 a.m. that cloudy 
Sunday morning to begin interacting with Dr. Isaza. 
     The mobile unit was parked near the Chiefland Farmer’s Flea Market’s Office, which 
is on the southwest corner of the property. The big flea market is a place to visit to find a 
vast array of products and services including fruits, vegetables, tools and an 
exceptionally long list of other items. 
     On this particular Sunday, though, the mobile clinic was a new featured attraction. 
     Dr. Isaza introduced herself and explained medical facts and procedures to the pet 
owners who want spay or neuter surgery on their pets. She believes in establishing a 
doctor-patient relationship with the pet owners, so that they are more comfortable 
about the process. 
     This veterinarian currently plans to bring her mobile unit to the Flea Market 
monthly. 
     Dr. Isaza has been a veterinarian since graduating from the University of Florida’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine 26 years ago -- in 1994.  She started the clinical program 
in Shelter Medicine and Surgery at UF in 2003, incorporating shelter medicine and 
surgery, community veterinary medicine (which is also known as a Community 
Outreach Program), and the HAARTS (Helping Alachua’s Animals Requiring Treatment 
& Surgery) program, which provides veterinary care to sick or injured shelter animals to 
prevent their being euthanized. 
     In 2007, she co-founded the St. Francis Pet Care Clinic in Gainesville. That clinic 
provides free veterinary care to the pets of low income and homeless community 
residents of Alachua County. 
     In 2016, she was named the American Humane Association's "Hero Veterinarian" for 
her life's work. She started her newest business, Access Veterinary Services in October of 
2019 and visits county shelters and non-profit rescue groups to perform spay or neuter 
procedures and other veterinary care. 
     The Sunday morning sojourn into the Chiefland Farmer’s Flea Market with her 
mobile unit was her first outing with Fix Them All's clients. 
     Dr. Isaza is a member of the Board Of Directors of Fix Them All. 
     Fix Them All has been working with another veterinarian for the past year and a half, 
too. 
     Dr. Wendy Biggs' vision to create a pet care clinic that would provide low cost 
affordable pet care including reducing the overpopulation of companion animals by low 
cost spay and neuter is incorporated into the Fix Them All methods in this regard. 
     Dr. Biggs will continue holding her services once a month at the Chiefland Farmers 
Flea Market, but although she is still in the Fix Them All clinic program, she is no longer 
the mobile veterinarian for this aspect of that service. 
     Meanwhile, the Levy County Animal Services has its program to trap and release feral 
cats that have become community cats. 
     Briefly, the Levy County government’s Trap, Neuter, Release (TNR) Program is for 
the feral cats is for Levy County residents only. 
     A driver's license showing proof of address will be required prior to the use of this 
program. Levy County will be scheduling 18 cats to be spayed/neutered once a month. 
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The maximum amount of cats one person can bring in is 3-4. Cats are to be dropped off 
the day before the scheduled surgery and will be scheduled to leave the day after 
surgery. 
     All cats in the Levy County Animal Services’ program must arrive in a cat trap. For 
more information about the LCAS program please visit its website, or contact LCAS 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 352-486-5138 or send an email 
to animalservices@levycounty.org. 
     As Bob Barker said on The Price Is Right – “Spay or neuter your pets.” To learn more 
about the Levy County government program, 
     As for Fix Them All (FTA), it is the updated name of Pay To Spay, which incorporated 
in Florida. It was awarded federal 501(c)(3) status in 2016. 
     The FTA mission is to incentivize the spaying and neutering of dogs and cats in order 
to reduce the number of unwanted animals.  To that end, FTA works in rural counties in 
North Central Florida that have relatively high euthanasia rates to help people overcome 
barriers to sterilizing their pets. 
     In 2018, for example, one county shelter in this region took in 591 stray cats and 
euthanized 469 of them. By encouraging pet owners to sterilize their dogs and cats and 
facilitating this by providing transportation and subsidizing the cost, Pay To Spay goes 
directly to the source of the problem. 
     The low-cost spay/neuter program is made possible through the FTA’s negotiating 
discounted procedure fees from local veterinarians who wish to participate in the 
program. 
     Qualified pet owners are given certificates for spay/neuter at participating practices 
for small co-payments ($30 for cats, $50 for dogs). FTA subsidizes the difference with 
its funds. 
     In 2019, FTA initiated a mobile spay/neuter clinic unit to go to communities to help 
pet owners who may not be able to travel to get their pets sterilized. 
     Using first the Neuter Commuter service provided by Dr. Biggs and more recently a 
Mobile Unit provided by Access Veterinary Services, FTA has held clinics in Chiefland, 
Old Town and Cross City. In 2020, thanks to the generosity of the Wagmore 
Foundation, FTA has been able to hold two mobile clinics a month. 
     In 2020, Fix Them All joined with the Humane Society of North Central Florida 
(Alachua) to register Levy County residents on government assistance for free spays and 
neuters. This venture allowed the Humane Society of North Central Florida to spay and 
neuter 51 cats and 36 dogs. 
     In July of 2020, Fix Them All was proud to have been awarded a grant through the 
Bissell Pet Foundation to further its mission. 
     Since January 2020, FTA facilitated the spaying and neutering of almost 1,000 pets. 
     To contact Fix Them All, click HERE. 
     As noted, not only does this flea market have everything under the sun regarding 
products and services, it provides community-oriented events. Click HERE to see an 
archived story where the Chiefland Farmer’s Flea Market hosted a car show to benefit a 
worthy cause. Among the many photos here are those that include Chiefland Fire 
Rescue Capt. Cal Morgan, Tri-County Cruisers President Doug Mitchell, Ray Tremblay 
(one of the judges for this event) and some of the many vehicles from the event in June 
of 2017. Of course, things change; but this is from that day. 

mailto:animalservices@levycounty.org
https://www.fixthemall.org/copy-of-contact
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