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Levy County Democratic Party brings star 
power to bear at virtual gala 

 
This screen shot shows Pastor Johnnie Jones III, Brandon and Stacey Peters and 
Gussie Boatright as they were on the Internet Sunday night during the Levy County 
Democratic Party’s Annual Blue Horizons Gala. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Sept. 21, 2020 at 10:10 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – While some may perceive certain statements broadcast on a social media 
outlet Sunday night (Sept. 20) as hyperbole, most Americans know how sincere every word shared by 
a star-studded lineup was meant. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Au78-gnz6qg 

In this video mad by filming from the screen during the social media event, Jon 
‘Bowzer’ Bauman sings ‘Goodnight Donald Trump, Goodnight.’ 

 

     This event heralded the second year of the Levy County Democratic Party’s Annual Blue Horizons 
Gala. The global COVID-19 pandemic caused it to be virtual rather than in-person. The first one was 
held at the Community Center in Cedar Key last year. 
     On Sunday night, former United States Sen Bill Nelson, Florida Sen. Randolph Bracy III, Florida 
House of Representatives Minority Leader Kionne L. McGhee, Florida Democratic Party First Vice 
Chair Judy Mount, shared the social media stage with live entertainment from Jonathan "Bowzer" 
Bauman of Sha Na fame and other stars of the national, state and county Democratic Party. 
     Emceed by the Ministerial Faith Alliance’s Pastor Johnnie Jones III, the event was hosted by 
Brandon Peters, the Florida Voter Protection director for the Biden-Harris campaign, and Levy 
County Democratic Party State Committee Woman Stacey Robertson Peters. 
     Levy County Democratic Executive Committee Chair Gussie M. Boatright welcomed viewers and 
spoke about this political party in Levy County. The lineup of stars included Donna Waller presenting 
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somewhat of a civics lesson titled "Partisanship and Amendment 3: Why Primaries Matter." 
     Brandon Peters provided an update from his perspective of voter protection in his role as the 
Florida Voter Protection director for the Biden-Harris campaign. 
     With about a two-to-one ratio of people registered as Republicans rather than Democrats in Levy 
County, some of the members of the minority party here may feel their votes do not count for much. 
One of the messages sent over the Internet Sunday night, though, was that every Levy County vote for 
President counts in the Florida toll. All of the speakers made it clear that to not vote for Joe Biden as 
President is a vote for the Republican who currently occupies The White House. 
     Listeners were reminded that U.S. Sen. Rick Scott beat U.S. Sen. Nelson by only 15,000 votes. 
Florida Gov. Rob DeSantis only won the election against Andrew Gillum by 30,000 votes statewide. 
     There was no meal for the event this year. There was no in-person camaraderie as there was at the 
first Blue Horizons Gala held in Cedar Key last year. Beloved Williston Mayor Emeritus R. Gerald 
Hethcoat was among those people who have gone to Heaven and could not attend even over the 
Internet as he had attended last year’s event in Cedar Key. 
     What was missing as far as food and fellowship, however, was made up for with absolutely clear 
lessons regarding the critical nature of this race for President of the United States of America. Viewers 
and listeners saw and heard about the power of Florida in that regard and of the importance of Levy 
County voters in the national, state and county elections. 
     The event ran long with speeches and information. It was as if the Levy County Democrats had 
been saving up energy and star power for three-plus years only to release it at this event in one 
powerful blast. The intensity of the message for people to vote Democrat all the way down the ballot 
was so strong it may inspire a positive outcome for Democrats in Florida and other parts of America. 
     One interesting aspect this year was the social media platform of Facebook being used. There was 
the Internet connection not existing well enough for some people. There was the cost for people who 
pay by the gigabyte for Internet service. 
     Even beyond the logistical hurdles and financial obstacles, though, also there was the hateful tone 
that is spread by some mean-spirited individuals via social media outlets. 
     Pastor Jones put love and patriotism all over this single sour spot of humans falling for temptation. 
He recognized “trolls” who had come to the virtual event, and which were evidenced as existing by 
some commentary. Jones welcomed all people to the Democratic Party event as he reminded listeners 
that America is a country full of people with diverse outlooks on political matters. 
     He even jokingly thanked the thieves who steal political signs. His calm and peaceful statements 
are bound to have quelled the hatred stirred by malcontents in the social media platforms. 
     Some local candidates spoke briefly, including Melina Rayna Svanhild Farley-Barratt (D-Trenton) 
who is running for Florida Senate Dist. 5 and Jerry Lawrence (NPA-Cedar Key) who is running for 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools. They both shared why they feel they are better than the 
Republican Party counterparts in those races, as did one of the candidates for the local soil and water 
conservation district. 
     Another Democrat running for election in the Levy County list of candidates is Barbara Byram (D-
Morriston) who seeks to be elected to the Florida House of Representatives District 22 seat. 
     Republican candidates in Levy County who are incumbents faced no opposition except for Levy 
County Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison. Republican Christ Cowart beat Edison in the 
Republican primary and now Cowart faces Lawrence in the General Election. 

 
      Following are some of the night’s many highlights. 
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KIONNE L. McGHEE 

     McGhee, the Minority Leader in the Florida House of Representatives, is like some other Florida 
legislators in that he “terms out” in 2020. After growing up in South Dade public housing, McGhee 
went on to earn a bachelor’s degree from Howard University and a Juris Doctorate from the Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law. 
     Like many of the speakers that night, showing McGhee’s entire curriculum vitae or even a shortlist 
of a résumé for this speaker would be a story unto itself. 
     “This is the defining moment,” McGhee said. 
     The 2020 Presidential Election is the moment that will shape the way of life in the United States 
for years to come, he said. 
     The world as everyone knows it, McGhee said, has reached a critical point. McGhee is urging all 
American voters to go forward with a bold, progressive agenda that incorporates issues affecting all 
humans as they vote for the Joe Biden - Kamala Harris ticket in the race for President. 
     The Biden-Harris manner of American leadership is equality for all -- regardless of economic 
status, race, gender, sexual persuasion or any other aspect of categories used to delineate one person 
from another. Voters can choose these candidates, McGhee said, to move forward. 
     “Or we go backwards to a time,” McGhee warned, “that really differentiates us based upon our race, 
our class, our sexuality.” 
     McGhee told listeners this is going to be the moment when all Democrats see this is not just a 
simple progressive movement, or a centrist movement, or a conservative movement. Instead, there is 
the graver reality that “this as a movement to save the United States of America as we currently know 
it.” 
     McGhee captured the moment Sunday night, too, as he spoke about viewers who were in their 
homes, or even in their cars seeking a good Internet connection – where all gala attendees this year, 
across a wide area in space, were all together in the same cause. 
     Listening and speaking about what must be done to bring about positive change, he continued, 
must be brought into action. Voters must vote. 
     McGhee wants Florida to show the world that this is the defining state “that shapes the rest of the 
country for years to come.” 
     He spoke words of appreciation and recognition to the Levy County Democratic Party, because 
while members of this political party are vastly outnumbered in registered voters, the Levy County 
Democrats did not “throw in the towel.” 
     “You realize that just because it appears we are down and out,” McGhee said, “does not mean that 
we are forgotten. It does not mean that at least we can’t put forth a great effort to continue the fight.” 
     Appearances should not -- and will not -- define who the Democrats in Levy County are, he said, 
“because what is inside of us is greater than that which is outside of us and is trying to conquer us.” 
     Just as parents and pastors inspired Democrats when they were younger with stories about 
miraculously overcoming adversity, today’s voters don’t have to just be a footnote in a history book. 
     “I want you to write that chapter,” McGhee said. “I want you to deliver that sermon. I want you to 
deliver that speech. It doesn’t matter whether you have $5 in the bank of $1 million locked away 
somewhere. 
     “It just simply requires something that we all have in common,” he continued. “And that is a voice, 
an opportunity to pronounce words that change a nation. That’s what we need.” 
     He went on to tell all Democrats in Levy County that while he may be speaking from Dade County 
at the minute, all Democrats in Florida are fighting the good fight are united in the noble effort to stop 
the man who is trying to break down the great union of the United States of America. 
     As Americans, there are four things that McGhee has seen people fight for – they are the 
importance of family; the foundations laid for the future by actions of today; the flag of the United 
States of America, which symbolizes all that is good in this country of people who are brought 



HardisonInk.com 
together as one nation; and faith is among the things for which Americans will fight. 
     McGhee said faith is the single most important thing to get America to the next level. 
     Don’t lose faith, McGhee urged Democratic voters. The Founding Fathers of the United States, 
heroes of the Bible, community leaders seen every day throughout Florida, and good parents who 
spoke with their children at the dinner table -- all have shared messages of faith, he said. 
     It is faith, McGhee said, that is going to bring America through this battle. 
     The current President is one of the most diligent, deliberate destroyers of the United States 
Constitution that has existed in ages, McGhee said. The fight is not only for families today – but it is 
for the future of freedom in the country for decades to come. 
     The four principles of faith, family, flag and the future serve as pillars, McGhee said, upon which all 
people in America rely. And these four things are among the reasons to vote for Democrats on Nov. 3, 
McGhee said.     

BILL NELSON 

     United States Sen. Bill Nelson’s life of public service includes him as an active reservist in the 
military, as a Florida state legislator, as a member of the United States Congress and as a United 
States senator. 
     Beyond that, he is among the few humans who has gone into outer space as an astronaut. 
     Nelson shared with listeners that his family goes back five generations before him in Florida, back 
to 1829 – which is a time before the state was made part of the United States of America. Florida had 
been acquired from Spain as a territory in 1821, and it became a state in 1845. 
     As for Levy County, Nelson visited Chiefland often even as a little boy. While in public office, he 
held town hall meetings in Fanning Springs and Cedar Key. He has gone to Bronson many, many 
times. 
     Among his most recent visits was a well-attended campaign rally at the Suwannee River Youth 
Livestock Auditorium in Fanning Springs. 
     The people of Levy County,” Nelson said, “are our kind of folks.” 
     Nelson said he is grateful to the people of Levy County who have given him warm hands of support 
over the years when he was in public office. 
     Nelson shared his perspective of why voters in America should choose Joe Biden as President of 
the United States. 
     During this virtual gala by the Levy County Democratic Party, a clip from the National Democratic 
Convention was played, which showed a young man who had a stutter. The boy spoke about how 
Biden’s encouragement helped him overcome that difficulty, which Biden once suffered too. 
     Nelson said this is one example of the honorable character of Biden. 
     Biden can empathize with all people -- from the very young, who he will kneel to look at eye level, 
to the senior citizen who has a grandchild involved in war. Biden sees people with the eye of human 
compassion and empathy, Nelson explained. 
     As Nelson shared a few stories about his friend Joe Biden, he gave examples to clearly reflect that 
Biden cares about other people. This is in stark contrast with the current President, who has 
unequivocally demonstrated a character flaw of being so narcissistic that he cares only about himself. 
     “In public service,” Nelson said, “you need to serve the public – not serve yourself.” 
     Biden understands this concept, Nelson said as he gave examples of that truth. 
     In the 2012 campaign for reelection, Sen. Nelson had just left the University of Florida with 
President Barrack Obama and Vice President Biden. They were heading for a rally in Orlando, when 
the motorcade turned off from the Florida Turnpike. 
     Sen. Nelson asked about what was happening. A Secret Service agent explained they were going to 
an ice cream shop located in the middle of The Villages, in Sumter County. Despite this being “pretty 
Republican territory,” that did not matter, Nelson said. 
     Biden was buying ice cream for everyone. A crowd gathered outside, and the people were “getting a 
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little rowdy,” Nelson said. 
     The Secret Service agents were getting concerned and they wanted to move Biden back onto the 
campaign bus, Nelson said. 
     “So, the task fell to me to go get him,” Nelson said. “I found Joe in the corner of the ice cream shop 
and he is talking to an elderly lady. He is totally focused on her. 
     “And she is just pouring out her heart about how she’s so worried and so scared for her grandson 
that is in Iraq or Afghanistan. And Joe is just giving his total concentration to her – sensing 
everything that she’s feeling. (He was) telling her that the U.S. military is the best equipped, best-
trained force.” 
     Nelson said Biden’s comforting a person is typical – whether it is a little tike or whether it is a 
senior citizen, or any person between those generations. 
     Another story Nelson shared about Biden was from just a few days ago, Nelson said on Sunday 
night. 
     Biden went from a veterans’ event in Tampa, then to Orlando and on to Kissimmee to another 
event, Nelson said. 
     Nelson and his wife Grace were asked to meet with Biden at an airport hangar, where all people 
were socially distanced and wore facemasks to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, Nelson said. 
     A young woman was in the hangar. She was a student at Florida A&M University when Sen. Nelson 
and his wife Grace invited the young woman and others to an annual program on faith and values for 
college students. She was inspired to complete her undergraduate degree and then to further her 
studies to the point of earning a doctorate, Nelson said. 
     She authored a book and wanted Vice President Biden to sign it for her that day. 
     Biden met with the young lady and heard from her that she wanted him to sign the book she wrote, 
Nelson said. 
     Biden then asked her to autograph her book to him, Nelson said, adding that Biden told her he 
would send her his book signed by him to her. 
     This act mirrors the essence of being that exists in Biden, Nelson intimated. 
     “I know him,” Nelson said of Biden. “I know him well. I had the privilege of serving with him in the 
Senate all those years, and to watch him as vice president. What you see is what you get. And wouldn’t 
it be nice to have a vice president turned President, who really cares about people.” 
     It would give the American people comfort and confidence to have a President who the people 
know really cares about them, Nelson said, since he will be faced with many serious issues from the 
first day in office. 
     Nelson reminded Democrats in Levy County that their vote could make the difference as Florida is 
weighed in on the Electoral College. Every vote counts in the presidential election. 

JUDY MOUNT 

     Florida Democratic Party First Vice Chair Mount said she is voting for “President Joe Biden,” 
whom she already is giving the win. 
     With Biden serving as vice president to former President Obama for two four-year terms, Mount 
said she saw the loyalty and dedication of Biden through every moment when people would attack the 
President. 
     Now, Mount said, Americans can choose a President who has loyalty, dedication and other fine 
qualities that have been missing from that office since the current officeholder occupied the Oval 
Office.  
     Mount said voters need to elect Biden to bring the good things back to the America that people 
used to know – with all of the pleasant attributes this country represented in the past. 
     “America always has been great,” she said. “It may not have been great for some of us as we were 
going through the trenches of life, trying to get things going on a personal basis. No. But America is 
the greatest country in the world. That’s why we have the position of being the leaders of the free 
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world.” 
     For three and a half years now, every American voter should have been preparing himself of herself 
to vote on Nov. 3, 2020, Mount said, as this will be the day when voters “can help America get back to 
where we need to be.” 
     Mount said any person who is not registered to vote, needs to do so now. All registered voters need 
to perform their civic duty and exercise that right this year. 
     Beyond choosing Biden for President, Mount added, in every single space where there is a 
Democratic candidate, that is the person to choose. She urged people to literally drag their family, 
friends and neighbors to the polls to vote for Democrats. 

RANDOLPH BRACY III 

     Bracy is a Democratic member of the Florida Senate, representing the 11th district, which includes 
central and northwest Orange County. He has served since 2016. 
     He served in the Florida House of Representatives from 2012 to 2016, representing the 45th 
district. 
     Bracy mentioned that he was in that airplane hangar with Biden and Nelson recently. Bracy said 
everyone there could feel “the compassion and interest he (Biden) has for everyday human beings.” 
     Biden will be a great President, Bracy said. It is imperative that each person utilizes their right to 
vote, he added. 
     “Levy County,” Bracy said, “and counties like yours – even though they are ‘red’ counties, they 
matter. Sen. Nelson said it will make a difference in this election. I believe it’s going to be a razor-thin 
election.” 
     Everyone needs to register to vote, and to check their voter registration, he added, “because we’re 
going to need all hands on deck in this election.” 

JON ‘BOWZER’ BAUMAN 

     Bauman was introduced by Brandon Peters as being an expert on issues involving senior citizens. 
     Bauman lives in California with his wife of 49 years – Mary, who recently retired. They have two 
children and three grandchildren, Peters said. 
     Bauman has been active in campaigns for several years, crossing the nation from Alaska to South 
Florida and from Maine to California. 
     Bauman, who just turned 73 years old about a week ago, entertained people with his music, 
including playing some classical pieces. He started his musical career with his mother encouraging 
him to practice piano with the material played by orchestras. 
     Bauman was born in Brooklyn, New York. He started attending The Juilliard School at age 12 and 
is a 1964 graduate of Martin Van Buren High School in Queens Village, Queens, New York City. 
Bauman was a member of the band Sha Na Na between 1970 and 1983. He was featured in the 
television comedy/variety show Sha Na Na from 1977 to 1981. In his "Bowzer" persona, he wore a 
sleeveless muscleman shirt and wore grease in his hair. 
     When he performed at Carnegie Hall in 1972, his mother Bessie Bauman was in the audience, he 
said, as he sang Rama Lama Ding Dong. She called out to him, “Jonathan you’ve made it,” he said, 
because whether it was Chopan or Rama Lama Ding Dong, he was performing in Carnegie Hall. 
     Frédéric François Chopin, who was born Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin {March 1, 1810 – 17 Oct. 17, 
1849} – was a Polish composer and virtuoso pianist of the Romantic era who wrote primarily for solo 
piano. 
     Afterward at the merchandizing table in 1972, she signed souvenirs as “Bowzer’s Mother.” 
     On Sunday night (Sept. 20), he performed some classical pieces. He concluded his part in Levy 
County Democratic Party’s Annual (Virtual) Blue Horizons Gala by performing a version of the song 
that was known as “Goodnight, Sweetheart – It’s Time To Go” from Sha Na Na, only he changed the 
lyrics. 
     “Doo-doo de de do. Goodnight Donald Trump,” Bauman sang as he made his classic flexing of an 
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arm muscle. “Well, it’s time to go. Doo-doo de de de. Don’t hate to leave you, but we must really say 
‘Goodnight Donald Trump, goodnight.” 
     He put in another sentence or so and ended his song with “Vote for Joe Biden.” 

 


