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Candlelight vigil held to honor 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg at Levy County 
Courthouse 

 
Candles and flowers are placed on the steps of the county courthouse. 
Photo and Information Provided By Deborah Goad 
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     BRONSON – A candlelight vigil was held Saturday night (Sept. 19) to honor United 
States Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (March 15, 1933 – Sept. 18, 2020). 

 
People who were at the candlelight ceremony on the Levy County 
Courthouse steps Saturday night are seen here. 
Photo by Deborah Goad 
 
     Justice Ginsburg, who was 87 when she passed away after fighting cancer for about 
two decades. 
     Justice was nominated by President Bill Clinton on June 14, 1993. 
     She had served since Aug. 10, 1993. Ginsburg became the second of four female 
justices to be confirmed to the Court after Sandra Day O'Connor. The two female United 
States Supreme Court Justices were Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan 
    There were several speakers at the event in Bronson -- on the Levy County Courthouse 
steps, which included flowers being laid and candle being lit in her honor. The event 
came together relatively quickly after the first thought to have it was mentioned. 
     Kathy Johnson spoke about Ginsburg’s contributions to women’s rights. Johnson 
reviewed Ginsburg’s rise through the years in her career, from graduating college to the 
Supreme Court. 
     Brandon Peters, the Florida Voter Protection director for Biden-Harris campaign, 
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addressed the gathering. 
     Peters reminded the audience that Justice Ginsburg was Jewish and that Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, began on Friday at sundown. He offered the traditional 
Hebrew New Year’s greeting of “L’Shanah Tovah.” 
     As noted in “The meaning of the traditional New Year wishes,” 
By Menachem Posner, Shanah Tovah means “good year,” with no context. In “L'Shanah 
Tovah,” the "L" is a Hebrew preposition that corresponds in this case to the English 
preposition "for," and the context is the greeting "May you be inscribed for a good year!" 
     Peters noted that in the Jewish tradition, a person who dies during Rosh Hashanah is 
considered to be a person of great righteousness. He stated that the Hebrew death 
blessing “Baruch Dayan HaEmet” means “Blessed is the One True Judge,” and 
according to research beyond Peters’ statement, this is a phrase recited upon receiving 
bad tidings, especially news of a person's passing. 
     Peters concluded with an acknowledgement of Justice Ginsburg’s contribution to 
American jurisprudence. 
     “She fought each and every day for the same principles that we hold dear,” Peters 
said, “so that this nation would one day realize the aspiration of its Pledge of Allegiance 
– liberty and justice for all.” 
     Jessie Caudill spoke. 
     “I was raised in Chiefland,” Caudill said. “The concept of ‘gender equality’ was not 
something I was fully aware of, and feminism was only the butt of jokes – never a 
serious topic of discussion.” 
     It was not until college when Caudill saw the impact of this woman on American 
history and justice. 
     “Her unapologetic demand for fairness and equality, regardless of sex, was refreshing 
and inspiring,” Caudill said. “I will forever be grateful for her image on my own self-
image and worth. She spent almost three decades on the Supreme Court fighting to 
make the lives of others better and more just.” 
     Among the other thoughts that Caudill shared on this somber occasion was that every 
person should do all they can to honor the legacy of Ginsburg “… to fight tooth and nail” 
for the replacement Justice appointed to this honorable post to be “someone of equal 
character, intellect and empathy.” 
     Deborah Goad’s 9-year-old granddaughter Emma Goad spoke during the event. 
     While she appeared to be nervous to speak in front of others, Emma Goad was 
adamant to share the following statement. 
     “She was a good person,” Emma said. “She made the world a better place.” 


