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9th Annual Back to School Bash gives 
624 backpacks to children; 
Tri-County event this year 

 
Maddy Fike (left) and Tri-County Community Resource Center Manager 
Beverly Goodman are among the 25 or so volunteers helping make the Back 
To School Bash succeed this year. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Thanks to donations equaling $5,000, First United Methodist 
Church (FUMC) of Chiefland was able to partner with First Baptist Church of Chiefland, 
Joppa Baptist Church, the Tri-County Community Resource Center (TCCRC), United 
Way, The Florida Department of Health’s Levy County Unit, the City of Chiefland and 
others to help hundreds of school children from Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
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First United Methodist Church Office Coordinator Aimee Fike answers 
questions about the event this year. She and Tri-County Community 
Resource Center Manager Beverly Goodman were among the lead 
organizers for the Back To School Bash. 
 

 
Jesse Baggett Sr., directing traffic as a member of the Levy County Sheriff’s 



HardisonInk.com 
Office’s Citizens On Patrol takes his mask down for a photo opportunity. 
Baggett who also is the safety officer as well as a firefighter with Bronson 
Fire Rescue is far beyond six feet away from the photographer (who was 
wearing a face mask and face shield) at this moment. Baggett had a double-
lung transplant nine months ag0 – on Nov. 13, 2019. He said he is thankful 
to God and the medical team who saved his life. He is happy to now be able 
to breathe without carrying an oxygen tank. The donor of the organs is 
among the people to whom Baggett expressed his gratitude as well. As for 
wearing a face mask during the COVID-19 pandemic, Baggett said he is even 
more careful now that he has had two lungs transplanted into him. Besides, 
he is the BFR safety officer. 
 

 
 

 
Charles Strickland Recreational Park is among the parks in Chiefland. Seen 
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here are just a few of its baseball fields. Soccer and basketball facilities and 
other recreational assets are part of this beautiful park. The primary piece 
of the property used on Saturday by the Back To School organizers was the 
park’s wonderful parking lot, which is adjacent to Old Fannin’ Road. 
 

 
 

 
Cars, trucks, SUVs and vans move through the process to let motorists 
collect backpacks and school supplies for children. 
 
     TCCRC Manager Beverly Goodman said the event on Saturday (Aug. 8) provided 624 
backpacks filled with school supplies to families that had pre-registered for the 
giveaway. 
     FUMC Office Coordinator Aimee Fike now serves in the office with FUMC Chiefland 
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Pastor James Howes, who just started his sojourn there recently. She said the (Epic End 
of Summer) Back To School Bash this year was funded by $5,000 in cash donations, as 
well as the giving of hundreds of man-hours by volunteers. 
     Similar to the much bigger food giveaways that have happened in Chiefland thanks to 
Farm Share and its partners, this was a drive-through event. People checked in without 
having to exit their vehicles, having previously registered. They went from one tent to 
the next and then they exited within minutes with loaded backpacks. 
     This was a smooth-running operation with no hitches. 
     The Saturday giveaway is a glimmer or a shadow of its roots, nevertheless, which 
started in the summer of 2012. The COVID-19 pandemic put the kibosh on festivals 
since March of this year – including the Watermelon Festival and Parade, Christmas 
Festival and Parade, in Chiefland, as well as festivals and fireworks galore across the Tri-
County Area. 
     Meanwhile, back in the late summer of 2012, the Rev. Terry Wines was the pastor at 
First United Methodist Church of Chiefland. Pastor Wines started this tradition that was 
first known as The Epic End of Summer Back To School Bash. 
     Also, back then, Diana Child was the assistant to the pastor in that church office and 
she was a mover and a shaker to help people. The church has seen a few different 
pastors come and go since then. 
     That first year, it was held in the big grassy field near First UMC Chiefland, and it was 
a resounding success. Over the years, other groups joined to help make it happen there, 
and it included inflatable slides and bounce houses, free hotdogs and hamburgers, other 
free food, information tents and displays, free clothes, free haircuts, a prayer tent and 
more. 
     Last year, it was held at the Trailhead City Park across Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) 
from the Chiefland Train Depot. 
     The COVID-19 pandemic added to factors to make the 2020 Back To School Bash a 
bit different than in years past. 
     This year, however was an improvement in one regard – the event was for students in 
Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County. 
     Held at Charles Strickland Recreational Park, 2440 Old Fannin Road, in Chiefland, 
this year it was set to run for two hours on Saturday (Aug. 8) from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 


