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Lance Hayes wins Chiefland 
election by a landslide 132-70 

 
Lance Hayes holds a campaign sign before the election on Aug. 4. He is 
scheduled to take the oath of office on Sept. 14 with City Commissioner 
Marissa Mainwaring. Mainwaring was elected without opposition. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Lance Hayes won the Chiefland City Commission race against 
incumbent City Commissioner Tim West by a 132 to 70 votes landslide on Tuesday (Aug. 
4). 
     Hayes received 9 mail-in votes and 123 in-person votes – for a total of 132, Chiefland 
Ex-Officio City Clerk Mary Ellzey said in a telephone interview on Wednesday morning. 
Ellzey, who is the city manager of Chiefland, also serves as the municipal supervisor of 
elections for the city because her other title is ex-officio city clerk. 
     West received 17 mail-in votes and 53 in-person votes, Ellzey said, for a total of 70 
votes. 
     There were no provisional ballots in this election, Ellzey said. A provisional ballot 
exists when a person’s signature does not match or when some other issue causes the 
elections supervisor to question the validity of a vote. 
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     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones provided ballot-counting 
machines as well as support throughout the municipal election, as she helps all of the 
cities in Levy County that seek assistance with their elections. 
     West, an affable and friendly gentleman, took the loss well and on Tuesday night in 
text messages, which indicated that he believes the city will continue to thrive. West’s 
last meetings with Chiefland City Council will be on Aug. 10 and Aug. 24. 
     Among the last actions by West, who is the vice mayor, will be to vote to approve or 
reject the final reading of the resolution to adopt a special assessment for fire service in 
the city. 
     Previous votes on that matter were 3-2, with Mayor Chris Jones, Vice Mayor West 
and City Commissioner Norman Weaver voting to approve the special assessment and 
city commissioners Rollin Hudson and Marissa Mainwaring voting against the special 
assessments. 
     Barring unforeseen circumstances, that matter will be concluded before Hayes takes 
office. 
     On Wednesday morning (Aug. 5), Chiefland City Commissioner-Elect Hayes said he 
is ready for his new role in the city. 
     Hayes, who is the pastor of Potter House Exalting of Chiefland, is not only an 
incoming City Commission member, but he is one of the founding forces for the 
inaugural Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Love March in Chiefland a couple of years ago. 
     That change in direction for Chiefland regarding a recognition of the famous civil 
rights leader was led by the late Mayor Betty Walker and a former pastor at First United 
Methodist Church of Chiefland, Pastor Alex Christian, as well as Hayes and others. 
     As for his new role as a Chiefland city government leader, Hayes expressed a degree 
of confidence on Wednesday. 
     “I feel good about the election,” Hayes said. “I am ready for the new responsibility. I 
know I can do this.” 
     Hayes is scheduled to take the oath of office at the Sept. 14 regular Chiefland City 
Commission meeting, when City Commissioner Marissa Mainwaring also will be sworn 
into office. Mainwaring, an incumbent, was reelected because no one other than her 
qualified to run for her seat on the Chiefland City Commission. 
     The Sept. 14 City Commission meeting starts at 6 p.m. in Chiefland City Hall (Hardy 
Dean Sr. Municipal Building), 214 E. Park Ave. in Chiefland. 
     Hayes said he sees his leadership in city government as being similar to his pastoral 
duties at the church, only for the city there is a bigger and more diverse group of people 
than the congregation at Potter House. 
     “I would like to be on the committee that is involved with beautification of the city,” 
Hayes said as he looks forward to the Sept. 14 meeting when he will begin his term of 
office. The City Commission must choose the next mayor and vice mayor at the meeting, 
as well, because Vice Mayor West will be gone then. 
     Hayes is ambitious for his potential to have a positive impact, even though he will be 
only one of five of the municipal legislators for Chiefland. 
     Hayes on Wednesday morning said he hopes to help city residents and visitors by 
taking steps for progressive economic growth while assuring social equity for all people. 
Hayes intends to go “full force” into his role as an elected city leader. 
     While Hayes said he “can’t make any promises,” however he intends to work for the 
betterment of Chiefland. He understands limits exist due to budget constraints, and he 
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expects to work with the other four city commissioners to serve the people of Chiefland. 
     Hayes said he is grateful to the people in the Levy County Democratic Party for their 
support and assistance through the campaign to be elected. 


