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Another sheriff joins McCallum and 

Schultz as a COVID-19 victim 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 5, 2020 at 3:10 p.m. 

     VOLUSIA COUNTY – Another high sheriff of a Florida county who attended the recent 

three-day conference of the Florida Sheriffs Association (FSA) tested positive for COVID-19. 

     Joining Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum and Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz as 

COVID-19 victims is Volusia County Sheriff Mike Chitwood, according to him. 

     According to what Sheriff Chitwood wrote on his Facebook page one day ago, he would have 

loved to be asymptomatic – not showing symptoms. Both McCallum and Schultz reported 

suffering only mild symptoms as of yesterday (Tuesday, Aug. 4) 

     “For anyone wondering about my experience with COVID-19,” Sheriff Chitwood wrote 

yesterday, “I have been experiencing a massive headache that won't go away, nausea, vomiting, 

fever, chills and lack of sleep. Sunday night was the first decent sleep I got since getting sick.” 

     This COVID-19 victim recommends seeing a doctor as soon as possible once a person knows 

they have contracted the virus. While there were some people who may have contracted or 

spread COVID-19 in Bonita Springs at this event, the FSA convention does not appear to be a 

"super spreader" event, like some other events where many attendees are believed to have 

contracted the disease. 

     “Take care and stay healthy,” Sheriff Chitwood noted as he ended his Facebook message 

about this matter yesterday. 

     The FSA held its meeting at the Hyatt Coconut Point Resort in Bonita Springs, which 

reportedly took precautions recommended by national and state government health officials. 

The FSA took precautions as well to keep attendees safe from COVID-19. 

     Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody attended the conference, as shown in a picture where 

she is seen with sheriffs McCallum and Schultz. Moody’s attendance at the FSA meeting was 

expected, because she is the top prosecutor in Florida and there are statewide matters involving 

law enforcement where the FSA shares resources with the state’s 67 high sheriffs. 

     Moody immediately was tested for COVID-19 and tested negative as soon as the Florida 

Sheriffs Association told her of the potential exposure, her office staff has noted. 

     COVID-19 is an extremely contagious virus and if is exceedingly dangerous, even to the point 

of having been symptoms that proved to be lethal for more than 7,600 Floridians in 2020 – and 

that number is growing daily still. 

     Among the easiest guidelines to reduce its spread are noted in a Florida Department of 

Health PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY -- wear masks in public and to socially 

distance. Avoid crowds, closed spaces and close contact. 


