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Horse center approved for more 
development; 

Levy County plans to return big dock ownership 
to Cedar Key; Trees and roads open meeting 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 4, 2020 at 6:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – The Levy County Board of County Commissioners heard Tuesday 
morning (Aug. 4) about trees during the public comment period, and then moved on to 
an interlocal agreement concerning the big cement dock in the City of Cedar Key, and 
the five commissioners approved a special exception for significant development near 
Goethe State Forest. 
TREES 
     During the public comment period David Leach, who lives in the Clay Landing area of 
Levy County – near Manatee Springs State Park, first said he was thankful to the County 
Commission for repaving Clay Landing Road from State Road 320 West (Manatee 
Springs Road). 
     Leach then asked the five County Commission members if there was an intention for 
the county to apply for grant funds available from the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection. There is an Aug. 28 deadline to apply for those grant funds, 
Leach said. 
     Leach said he would like to have Boy Scouts, civic clubs and others become involved 
in planting trees in Levy County as his concept for using DEP grant funds. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks asked Leach to meet with County 
Coordinator Wilbur Dean to further review these grant funds and the application 
process. Leach said he can have a report ready for the County Commission’s 
consideration at its Aug. 17 meeting. 
     On another matter involving trees and roads, Levy County Commissioner Mike 
Joyner expressed his gratitude to the Levy County Road Department. 
     A huge tree fell across Levy County Road 316, Commissioner Joyner said. He received 
a call about that late Friday afternoon from a levy County resident seeking help. 
     Joyner called Jesse Durrance, a leader in the construction branch of the Road 
Department. Within 45 minutes, Joyner said Casey Duquette was on the scene with a 
four-man crew of men who had chainsaws. 
     The tree was cut and removed from the highway, Joyner said, as they also flagged 
traffic around the scene. Had this giant tree not been removed, Joyner said, it would 
have been the scene of an awfully bad accident. 
     Joyner said these men who were called from their homes on Friday to help in a dire 
situation are among the many excellent employees working in the Levy County 
government. 
CEDAR KEY DOCK 
      A 2007 interlocal agreement between the City of Cedar Key and Levy County came 
into existence when the former wooden dock was replaced with the big concrete dock. 
     That agreement, which took away dock spaces for boats called for the city to accept 
responsibility for the dock after construction. 
     In 2013, there was discussion between the county and city leaders to return the dock 
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to the city. That fell through. 
     Since then, there are some different leaders in the city and the county. Commission 
Chairman Matt Brooks said the 5-0 vote of approval to send the letter to the Cedar key 
City Council for the city to accept the conveyance of the dock and that property back 
from the county to the city should be completed by city and county staff working 
together to meet that goal. 
     On another point for Cedar Key and Levy County, the County Commission agreed to 
conduct a workshop in the future to iron out some details on other matters where the 
two entities are anticipated to work together for the good of all concerned. 
BLACK PRONG EQUESTRIAN VILLAGE 
     Long known as a place for horse enthusiasts, the Black Prong Equestrian Center is 
now known as Black Prong Equestrian Village, according to letterhead from its new 
owners – 6851 LLC, which has Reid Nagle of Morriston listed as its manager, according 
to information from the Florida Secretary of State. 
     The limited liability corporation recently took ownership of the Black Prong. 
     In its cover letter applying for a special exception, the 6851 LLC noted the following, 
which includes a three-phase development plan over the next five years. 
     “Our goal is to make Black Prong a year-round epicenter for equine events in the 
area, starting with the current remodel and expansion project for pavilion area. To 
further our initial renovations, we want to add facilities and structures that will help 
accommodate the various events that we plan to host: 
     ● 37 to 40 RV sites with water, sewer and 50-amp electric service, some with roofs (or 
rooves) over them; 
     ● A 10- to 15-room bed and breakfast facility; 
     ● Five separate horse barns without apartments to accommodate horse brought by 
even competitors and guests saying in the RV spaces or bed and breakfast; 
     ● Four additional horse barns with two apartments and stalls attached; 
     ● A covered 120-foot by 120-foot tennis and pickleball court; 
     ● A covered arena, approximately 175-feet by 379-feet; 
     ● Two or three octagon-shaped fire pits; 
     ● A cottage to be used by wedding parties; 
     ● An additional restroom facility; 
     ● More square-footage added to five existing barns with living quarters; and 
     ● Renovations and added square-footage to an existing bath house. 
     The first phase of the plan shows a start soon and completion of the following 
projects to be set for November of this year. 
     ● Adding 10-15 RV sites, some covered; 
     ● Adding a barn without apartments for RV sites; 
     ● One octagon fire pit; 
     ● Remodel and add square-footage to five existing apartments and barns; and 
     ● Renovation and addition of square-footage to the existing bath house. 
     The County Commission unanimously approved the special exception and County 
Commission Joyner thanked the developer for his planned improvements and 
expansion of the horse-oriented resource near Goethe State Forest in Levy County. 
OTHER NEWS 
     In other news, There were 222 applications accepted for the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, also known as the CARES Act. 
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     This is a law intended to address the economic fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
the United States. 
     The federal government, Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean explained, provides 
money to states to help business owners – even sole proprietors – accept some 
economic relief from losses suffered from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
     On Monday (July 27), Levy County Emergency Management Assistant Director David 
Peaton said, the county began accepting applications. 
     Levy County businesses were able to go 
to https://www.levycounty.org/cares_act/index.php and apply online. They 
were able to view the program guidance. 
     As part of the CARES Act, the Levy County Board of County Commissioners, in 
partnership with the State of Florida Division of Emergency Management, will provide 
direct funds through the Levy County CARES Program to local businesses who have 
suffered from business interruptions, closures, suspensions, reduced customer demand, 
or increased expenditures or other hardships resulting from the COVD-19 public health 
emergency or related Executive Orders. 
     The applications opened on July 27 and they end on Aug. 28 at 4 p.m. 
     Levy County businesses that meet the minimum requirements must submit an online 
application by email. 
     Of the 222 applications, there were 57 processed. So far, the county has planned to 
distribute just over $900,000 to local business interests, and that is about half of the 
total it can distribute. 
     County staff members were commended for their work on this daunting task of 
reviewing applications. 
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