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     TALLAHASSEE -- On June 24, the Florida Department of Revenue issued Tax Information 

Publication (TIP) 20A01-04, "2020 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday August 7 through August 9, 2020." 

     Since then, wearing face masks has become a widely observed practice during the COVID-19 health 

emergency, and the Department of Revenue has received inquiries regarding whether face masks will be 

exempt from sales tax during the 2020 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday. 

     The law pertaining to the Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday defines "clothing" as "any article of wearing 

apparel…intended to be worn on or about the human body." In light of that definition, cloth and surgical face 

masks qualify as exempt items during the 2020 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday, Aug. 7-9. 

     To see more about the Sales Tax Holiday, please visit the CALENDAR PAGE. 
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     TALLAHASSEE -- The Florida Department of Revenue announced on June 24 its intent to provide Florida 

shoppers with a Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday on Aug. 7, 8 and 9. 

     During this sales tax holiday period, Florida law directs that no sales tax or local option tax (also known as 

discretionary sales surtax) will be collected on: 

     • purchases of clothing, footwear, and certain accessories selling for $60 or less per item; 

     • purchases of certain school supplies selling for $15 or less per item; and 

     • the first $1,000 of the sales price of personal computers and certain computer-related accessories, when 

purchased for noncommercial home or personal use. 

     This sales tax holiday does NOT apply to: 

     • Any item of clothing selling for more than $60; 

     • Any school supply item selling for more than $15; 

     • Books that are not otherwise exempt; 

     • Computers and computer-related accessories purchased for commercial purposes; 

     • Rentals or leases of any eligible items; 

     • Repairs or alterations of any eligible items; or 

     • Sales of any eligible items in a theme park, entertainment complex, public lodging establishment, or 

airport. 

     Consumers and retailers who want a more exact answer to questions about exempt and non-exempt items 

can click HERE for the Florida Department of Revenue’s Tax Information Publication about this three-day 

sales tax holiday. 
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