
HardisonInk.com 
Improved public boat ramp opens for use 
in Yankeetown 

Seen here behind the ribbon as it is cut are (from left) Director of Levy 
County Parks and Recreation Matt Weldon (who is also the director of Levy 
County Mosquito Control), Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt sharing scissors 
with Levy County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks as County 
Coordinator Wilbur Dean looks on from behind them, Levy County 
Commissioner John Meeks, Engineer Bill Manadier of Dewberry 
Engineering, Engineer Travis Covington of Dewberry Engineering, 
Contractor Carly Gray of D & L Contracting, Foreman John Colson of D & L 
Contracting, and Yankeetown Mayor Jack Schofield. In the background on 
the right in this photo is the first boat placed on the improved launch. Levy 
County Emergency Management Director John MacDonald brought his 
boat to help people see the boat ramp in action in its first minutes after the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Friday morning (Aug. 28).  
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     YANKEETOWN – Ten people were featured as ribbon-holders or ribbon-cutters 
Friday morning (Aug. 28) as the Bird Creek Boat Ramp opened again, following 
renovations to the parking lot and ramp. 
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Just before the 
ribbon is cut, 
Levy County 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Director Matt 
Weldon (left in 
red-plaid shirt) 
looks on as 
County 
Commissioner 
John Meeks, 
holding the big 
scissors, speaks 
with Inglis Mayor 
Drinda Merritt. 
 

 

 

 
Before adding the mayors from Yankeetown and Inglis to the set, the people 
involved with the ribbon-cutting ceremony are (from left) Director of Levy 
County Parks and Recreation Matt Weldon, County Coordinator Wilbur 
Dean, Levy County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks as looks on from 
behind them, Levy County Commissioner John Meeks, Engineer Bill 
Manadier of Dewberry Engineering, Engineer Travis Covington of 
Dewberry Engineering, Contractor Carly Gray of D & L Contracting, and 
Foreman John Colson of D & L Contracting. 
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Looking straight down at the edge of the ramp from the air soon after John 
MacDonald took his boat from the launch area, sets of fishermen are seen 
at the ends of the two floating walkways that lead to the parking lot. 
 

 
The improved parking lot shows places for handicapped drivers, as well as 
for vehicles with boat trailers and for vehicles without boat trailers. This is 
a significant improvement over the previous parking jam of vehicles on the 
side of the road. 
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These are views looking 
from the water toward 
the parking lot, before the 
boat left the area and 
before the fishermen 
captured the ends of these 
docks. 
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The still wet tracks from the first boat and trailer to back onto the ramp is 
seen, as are the fishermen on the ends of the walkways. 

     The Florida Legislature and the Levy County Board of County Commissioners used 
$650,000, which was acquired in 2018 to improve the free public boat ramp. 
     Levy County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks and Levy County Commissioner 
John Meeks served as the keynote speakers. Chairman Brooks and Inglis Mayor Drinda 
Merritt held the scissors that cut the ribbon. Yankeetown Mayor Jack Schofield was 
among the 10 people behind the red ribbon. 
     Joining Chairman Brooks, Commissioner Meeks, Mayor Schofield, and Mayor 
Merritt to comprise the 10 ribboneers were Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean; Levy 
County Director of Parks and Recreation Matt Weldon; engineers -- Bill Menadier and 
Travis Covington of Dewberry Engineering; and representatives from D & L Contracting 
of Dixie County, the builders – Foreman John Colson and Contractor Carly Gray. 
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This is one of the parks in Levy County, and it is near to the boat ramp. It 
has a few pavilions with picnic tables and some cooker grills. The port-O-
lets serve as bathrooms. There used to be functional bathrooms at this Levy 
County park, but that is no longer the case. 
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Helen Ciallella, a civic-minded resident, escorts her dog “Finn” or 
“Finnegan” as they survey the improved boat ramp. She is a leader in the 
Chamber of Commerce as well as the Woman's Club, and is a member of the 
Levy County Tourist Development Council. 
 

 
Helen Ciallella and her dog “Finn” are seen near and in the Jeep she drives. 
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This old tree survived the renovation. However, a memorial plaque that 
used to be on it has disappeared at some point in the past 15 years. Part of 
the bark, where the memorial plaque once was mounted, can be seen as a 
ghost of things from the past. 
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Birds and boats are easily captured on film as people await the start of the 
ceremony. 
 

 
People gather in groups as they await the start of the ribbon-cutting event. 
Many people decided that face masks and keeping distance was not needed 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 at this event because it was outdoors. 
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John MacDonald’s large truck and boat help put the size of the boat ramp 
improvement into perspective.  

     Levy County Emergency Management Director John MacDonald backed his big boat 
onto the ramp as the first boat there on Friday, although he did not launch it. 
MacDonald said if he launched the boat, he would be inclined to go out in it for a while. 
     Among the many people in the audience of onlookers for this historic event was 
MacDonald’s wife Town Clerk-Treasurer-Administrator Sherri MacDonald. 
     Making sure the event could happen was Helen Ciallella, who brought the scissors – 
provided by the Withlacoochee Gulf Area (Inglis-Yankeetown) Chamber of Commerce. 
Accompanying Ciallella was one of her two dogs “Finn.” The other half of her dog duo is 
“Huckleberry,” and that dog stayed home during this short sojourn. 
     Several boaters used the canal that runs parallel to the Levy County Park and boat 
ramp area before the start of the ceremony. After the ribbon was cut, at least two pods 
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with a total of a dozen dolphins (also called porpoises) provided an honorary “swim by” 
to recognize the completion of the project, as well as to enjoy a meal of fresh fish in the 
area. 
 

 
Cooling towers at the Crystal River electric-generating plant of Duke Energy 
Florida are seen putting out some steam and are framed by palm trunks in 
this photo looking from Yankeetown. 
  

     Opening the ceremony, Chairman Brooks said this was a “much-anticipated day.” The 
ceremony was delayed by a week because the weather on the previous Friday was too 
rainy at the boat ramp. 
     County Coordinator Dean opened the program with a word of prayer and a blessing 
of the ramp. 
     Chairman Brooks turned the program over to Commissioner Meeks, in part because 
Meeks led the effort to have the state help the county improve the ramp. The $650,000 
appropriation from the Florida Legislature funded the refurbishing of the big boat ramp 
at the western end of Levy County Road 40, which is also known as “Follow That Dream 
Parkway” in honor of Elvis Presley’s movie that he made in this area in July and August 
of 1961. 
     This improved boat ramp, Meeks said, is an economic driver for the whole area of 
Levy, Citrus and Marion counties, as boaters are drawn to the Yankeetown. He is certain 
more bait, beer, gasoline, sandwiches, soft drinks and other items bought by boaters will 
be sold in the Inglis-Yankeetown area now. 
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     Meeks said he is thankful to the work of former Florida Gov. Rick Scott, and outgoing 
Florida House of Representatives Member Charlie Stone and outgoing Florida Senator 
Rob Bradley for their part in this success story. 
     Meeks added that it was the entire Florida Legislature that approved this boating 
improvement project for the residents and visitor of Levy County. Meeks also mentioned 
his appreciation for the work of Levy County staff members and for the work by 
engineers from Dewberry Engineering and D & L Contractors. 
     Meeks said this boat ramp improvement is a testament to the work to improve Levy 
County in every area of the county, and he sees it as a “shining star of things to come” as 
improvements in the county. 
     Engineer Menadier of Dewberry Engineering and Contractor Gray of D & L 
Contracting both expressed their gratitude to Levy County for allowing them to 
complete this project. 
     With all of that, the ribbon was cut, and the boat ramp was open again. 

 


