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Strickland Park designated for COVID-19 
test site; 
Trailhead Park designated for Christian revival; 
Chiefland Police Dept. to get 12 body cameras for 
$10,400 

 
This file photo of the Chiefland City Hall, also known as the Hardy Dean St. 
Municipal Building, shows a monument out front with one version of The 
Ten Commandments etched in stone. This building years ago was a bank. 
The drive-through part of the facility is still able to be used by people paying 
utility bills or delivering things or picking up things from Chiefland City 
Hall. Chiefland City Hall is located at 214 E. Park Ave., in Chiefland. The 
telephone number is 352-493-6711. 
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     CHIEFLAND – During its regular meeting on Monday (Aug. 24), the Chiefland City 
Commission approved the use of the parking lot of Charles Strickland Recreational 
Park, 1500 N.W. 23 Ave., next to Old Fannin Road in Chiefland, as a testing site for 
COVID-19. 
      The Florida Department of Health’s Levy County Unit requested the use of the 
parking lot at Charles Strickland Recreational Park on Sept. 1, 2 and 3. 
     This will be a free drive-through service provided by the Florida Department of 
Health, and all of the normal established procedures by the state will apply there. 
     Among the other actions by the Chiefland City Commission during its twice-monthly 
regular meeting on Monday night (Aug. 24), the municipal leaders granted a request 
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from Tri-County Community Resource Center (TCCRC) Manager Beverly Goodman. 
     The TCCRC and its partners plan to use the parking lot of Charles Strickland 
Recreational Park, 1500 N.W. 23 Ave., for a food distribution location. This free food 
giveaway is planned to be on the Saturday before Thanksgiving – which is Nov. 21, from 
9 a.m. until the food is completely distributed. 
     This is a Farm Share event. Previously the TCCRC, which is among the centers under 
the umbrella of Partnership For Strong Families (https://www.pfsf.org/), has 
successfully distributed in Chiefland tons of food to people from the Tri-County Area of 
Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
     Last year, more than 40,000 pounds of food was given to about 1,200 people, 
Goodman told the City Commission. The goal this year is to give 60,000 pounds of food 
to 1,300 people. Last year, Goodman said, there were about 50 volunteers who helped in 
this project. 
     In another matter, where a park was requested, a Christian revival group asked for 
five evenings at Trailhead Park. Trailhead Park is where one Chiefland City Commission 
thinks the city should sell public land to some unknown private developer. That idea by 
Norman Weaver, though, has died after his singular mentioning of it at a previous 
meeting. 
     During the discussion about holding a revival in Trailhead Park on Main Street (U.S. 
Highway 19) on the western side of the highway a couple of blocks north of State Road 
345, Chiefland Police Chief Scott Anderson said this is during the Monday of Veteran’s 
Day (Nov. 11), and he is unsure whether Chiefland will host a Veteran’s Day Parade or 
not,. 
     Chief Anderson added however that the parade is during the day and there is no 
gathering in the park with tents and the like afterward. 
   “Well it’s after the election, so I guess covid (COVID-19 pandemic) will be done,” Vice 
Mayor Tim West said. 
    Some people laughed at West’s joke. This was West’s last meeting as an elected 
representative of the people of Chiefland. Lance Hayes won in the Chiefland City 
Commission election against West by a landslide 132-70 votes. 
     As of the very Monday night when West joked about a global pandemic being 
somehow ruled by an election, the Levy County death toll was five and 57 people from 
Levy County had to go to the hospitals in Gainesville or Ocala due to them suffering 
symptoms that were so severe that had to do so. Many people who leave the hospital 
must contend with symptoms from now for the rest of their lives. 
     As of Monday night (Aug. 24), the death toll in the United States from COVID-19 was 
more than 176,000 people – within four months. On a per-capita basis, the United 
States leads the world in having the highest death toll from COVID-19. 
     To put this in perspective, 176,000 dead American is almost three times as the 
approximately 60,o00 Americans who died in 20 years from 1955 to 1975 in the 
Vietnam war. 
     The Christian organization potentially holding the revival under a tent is unsure 
currently whether five nights in November or five nights in February will be better. 
     Despite West’s attempt to make fun of the death and illness caused by the COVID-19 
global pandemic, Chiefland City Attorney W. Blake Fugate advised the City Commission 
to grant authority to this organization to hold its event, conditioned on the organization 
working within the bounds set by the United States Centers for Disease Control and 
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Prevention and the Florida Department of Health, with whatever health regulations 
exist on the dates for the five nights of the Christian revival. 
     On a matter where the City Commission increased its budget for the Chiefland Police 
Department, it voted to approve $10,400 a year for the next five years to pay for 12 body 
cameras for CPD officers. 
      Chief Anderson originally request 15 cameras for about $13,000. 
     Chief Anderson said the CPD has not had body cameras for the past two years. These 
cameras are beneficial to the CPD for the security of officers as well as helping members 
of the public prove any allegations against an officer or officers. 
     The City Commission approved the added $10,400 expense that was previously non-
budgeted for the CPD. This money will come from the General Fund. The municipal 
leaders are working on the budget for the next fiscal year now. This fiscal year runs from 
Oct. 1, 2020 through Sept. 30, 2021. 


