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Mayor’s input directs City Council action 

 
In this still shot taken from the video created by Williston IT Consultant 
Aaron Mills, Albert Fuller Sr. is seen as he speaks from the podium to the 
Williston City Council and mayor. Seen here (seated from left) are City 
Councilman Elihu Ross, City Council Vice President Justin Head and Mayor 
Jerry Robinson. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 23, 2020 at 12:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson has no vote on City Council, 
however he verbalized a final motion that became accepted in a way and seconded 
Tuesday night (Aug. 18). 

 

 
In this still shot taken from the video created by Williston IT Consultant 
Aaron Mills, seen here (seated from left) are City Council President Charles 
Goodman, City Councilwoman Debra Jones and City Councilwoman 
Marguerite Robinson. 
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In this still shot taken from the video created by Williston IT Consultant 
Aaron Mills, seen here (seated from left) are Interim City Manager (Police 
Chief, normally) Dennis Strow, City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. and 
City Clerk Latricia Wright. Some people in the three photos above are 
wearing face masks. For months now, the Florida Department of Health has 
well publicized its Public Health Advisory: ‘Residents are advised to wear 
masks in public and to socially distance. Avoid crowds, closed spaces and 
close contact.’ Although more than 10,000 Floridians have died so far from 
COVID-19, and although more than 36,000 Floridians have been 
hospitalized so far due to the severity of symptoms from COVID-19, some 
people are ignoring the advice of medical professionals who specialize in 
public health. 
 

https://youtu.be/j7lbXBgPAlk 
In this first of two video clips from a video created by Williston IT 
Consultant Aaron Mills, which was edited for time and space, City Council 
President Charles Goodman asks how the City Council would like to 
consider the latest offer of a three-year extension of service from Waste 
Pro. Mayor Jerry Robinson weighs in first, although he has no vote on 
motions. Councilwoman Debra Jones quickly counters the mayor’s choice. 
City Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson then expresses an opinion that 
matches what Mayor Robinson said. Vice President Justin Head said he 
agrees with Jones. City Councilman Elihu Ross said he agrees with Jones 
and Head. President Goodman said he agrees with Robinson. Then, with no 
motion or second, and with no actual vote, President Goodman determines 
the Council agrees to accept the terms of the Waste Pro offer and to work on 
the verbiage in the contract by a 3-2 expression of opinions. This is just one 
part of the convoluted process, however. This is about a three-minute video. 
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https://youtu.be/hKnn2h9NxwU 
This second video clip, from a video created by Williston IT Consultant 
Aaron Mills, which was edited for time and space, which is after more 
discussion, lasts for more than 15 minutes. On a motion by City 
Councilwoman Debra Jones, seconded by Vice President Justin Head, to do 
just as they had mentioned – to accept the Waste Pro offer contingent on 
ironing out and approving a finalized contract, Mayor Jerry Robinson 
clearly states why he would vote against it, if he had a vote. Then 
Councilman Elihu Ross votes with Robinson and Goodman, making a 3-2 
vote that kills the motion. This vote is the actual vote after Councilman Ross 
had earlier indicated a ‘vote’ that President Goodman understood as Ross 
being in favor of the Jones-Head motion. There are more motions and votes 
until finally Mayor Robinson tells the City Council the verbiage he wants the 
City Council to use as some City Council member makes a motion. The 
‘mayor’s motion’ is exactly the same as Jones’ first motion. It is best to 
watch and listen to this dialogue, which shows Jones simply conceding to 
the mayor’s version of her very motion. Vice President Justin Head 
correctly states that this motion by Jones is the same motion that he 
seconded the first time, and that the mayor’s version is just a restatement of 
Jones’ motion. Mayor Robinson sticks with his opinion that his words are 
better, and then there is a 5-0 vote of approval of the Jones’ (Mayor 
Robinson’s)-Head motion. 
 
     Watching the video provided Friday (Aug. 21) of the Aug. 18 meeting, which was 
graciously provided by City Clerk Latricia Wright after a public records request was 
granted, showed that Williston City Council President Charles Goodman and Mayor 
Jerry Robinson did not like some previous action by former City Manager Scott 
Lippmann and former Williston City Council President Nancy Wininger. 
     In fact, the two men led other city leaders through a relatively long discussion to 
reach an agreement that seemed to have been concluded long before the arduous 
process that can be seen in the two parts clips above or, completely on YouTube.com by 
clicking HERE, as well as in the shorter clips noted above. 
     Part one of the Aug. 18 Williston meeting ends with the city attorney calling for recess 
so that he may privately confer with the service provider – Waste Pro. 
     The first part of the whole meeting is on YouTube.com and can be seen by 
clicking HERE. 
     Eventually in this meeting, Mayor Robinson argued with City Councilwoman Debra 
Jones as he tried to parse Jones’ first motion that had been seconded by City Council 
Vice President Justin Head. 
     Watching Williston City Council meetings can be entertaining and informative, 
however it is often very time consuming. 
     Here is how the activity unfolded at the meeting Tuesday night regarding what could 
have been a relatively simple three-year extension on a contract for Waste Pro to 
continue as the service provider for the City of Williston. 
     Dayna Miller, a marketer for Waste Pro, brought Waste Pro Division Manager Howell 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs5JnCPQHgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dxJjravxoc
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E. “Trip” Lancaster III on her trip to the City Council chambers on Tuesday night, per 
the previous request of City Council. Lancaster, by the way, is the mayor of the City of 
Fanning Springs, which is partly in Levy County and partly in Gilchrist County. 
     Lancaster’s whole duties in Williston on Tuesday night, though, were only as a 
manager with Waste Pro. 
     At a previous meeting, the Williston City Council and Waste Pro had agreed to an 
extension of the current contract with Waste Pro, which had expired on July 31. The 
approved and existing extension continues that contract until Oct. 31, according to what 
was said at the Aug. 18 meeting. 
     And even if the new deal was not finalized Tuesday night, the extension that already 
has been approved provides for a month-by-month extension – as needed – until the 
service agreement is finalized, or until the city rejects Waste Pro’s offer and sends 
requests for proposals for a new service provider. 
     Miller previously had presented an offer from Waste Pro to seek a three-year 
extension of the 2017 contract, which is what just expired in July, with the only new 
terms to be a 3 percent increase in fees (which equals 39 cents per month per 
household) in the first year, and an automatic increase in fees based on the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) for the next two years. 
     Those terms were not accepted. Hence, she returned Aug. 18 with the new offer. 
     Miller’s new offer from Waste Pro on Tuesday night (Aug. 18) for the three-year 
contract extension was for a 2 percent increase (26 cents more per month per 
household) in the first year, and a chance for Waste Pro to approach the City Council 
with a CPI increase the next two years – rather than an automatic CPI increase. 
     In the first eight minutes of the discussion about that matter, City Council President 
Goodman complained about something Mayor Robinson had shown him. Apparently, 
from what those two men said that night, there were changes from the 2012 contract 
with Waste Pro and the 2017 contract. 
     Goodman said his issue with changes in the 2012 contract and the 2017 contract are 
in no way reflexive of a problem with Waste Pro. Even though he voted in favor of 
approving budgets during the years in question, there were some actions that former 
City Council President Wininger and former City Manager Lippmann took that, for 
whatever reason, allegedly were not brought to the attention of the rest of the then 
sitting City Council members, Goodman intimated. 
     After the first several minutes of discussion about this matter, City Attorney 
Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. asked for a 12-minute break so that he could speak in 
confidence with the service provider. Attorney Koberlein, too, had to bring President 
Goodman into awareness that the first “vote” was not a vote. 
     During the lengthy discussion in public view, Councilwoman Jones said she had not 
seen the two contracts. Goodman said he just saw them that same Tuesday as the 
evening Council meeting when he was in a meeting with Mayor Robinson. Mayor 
Robinson had found copies of both contracts and highlighted the differences in them for 
Goodman. 
     One of those changes, Mayor Robinson told Miller, was glass being collected by 
Waste Pro as a recyclable, which was noted in the 2012 contract but excluded from the 
2017 contract. Mayor Robinson conceded, however, as he spoke to Miller, that he and 
the City Council had learned the Levy County Solid Waste Transfer Station (LCSWTS) 
no longer recycled glass, because it costs more to recycle glass than the revenue 
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produced by that recycling. 
     COVID-19 has caused manpower shortages at the Levy County Solid Waste Transfer 
Station, as far as the labor provided by the Florida Department of Corrections inmates. 
     As a result of prisoners (inmates) no longer working at the LCSWTS to sort 
recyclables, Levy County no longer separates the two forms of debris – trash and things 
that can be recycled. This truth has shown up at the three satellite Levy County waste 
transfer stations and elsewhere in Levy County, where the recycle trailers have been 
removed. 
     Goodman said that since there is no separation of recycled material from the other 
garbage, why not just put it all into one can. 
     Goodman complained that just because there is global pandemic and the Florida 
Department of Corrections wants to be proper custodians of prisoners and not expose 
them to COVID-19 dangers which exist in such a confined area as a DOC prison, then 
the people of Williston and elsewhere are causing more environmental hardship than 
when recycling existed for Levy County. 
     Councilwoman Jones explained to Goodman that the county does not have the 
manpower to substitute for loss of labor provided by prisoners, who would work at the 
LCSWTS sorting through recycled material. Goodman acknowledged that he knew that. 
     Mayor Robinson asked Waste Pro Manager Lancaster which method was better – for 
the people of Williston to continue separating recycled materials or to put all of the 
household waste into one can. Lancaster said that whatever the city wants is what Waste 
Pro will do, until the county restarts its recycle program. 
     Miller said Waste Pro is willing to work with any of its clients. The city may choose to 
put all waste in one garbage can, rather than recycling, she said. Miller fears, however, 
that if this begins, then when the LCSWTS has prisoners sorting recycle material again, 
the people of Williston will be out of that habit. 
     Miller said she believes the easiest long-term solution, even with inmates being kept 
in prison – rather than working outside the prison walls -- because of COVID-19, is to 
continue sorting the garbage as before. Lancaster said he concurs with Miller, and that 
to train the residents to no longer recycle would prove counterproductive in the long-
run. 
     With no resolution to the question of whether Williston residents should just put all 
of their garbage into one receptacle, or to continue to “recycle,” Goodman asked the City 
Council about approving the 2 percent increase in the first year, and approving the 
three-year extension of the contract. 
     Waste Pro, by the way, has experienced some manpower shortage as a result of 
COVID-19 taking some workers out of the active workforce until they recover. 
     When Goodman asked if the City Council would like to approve the terms of the 
three-year extension and work out the contract issues later, or do both things at once, 
Mayor Robinson immediately said he thinks they should do it all at once. 
     Councilwoman Jones said the city should approve the terms and then work out the 
contract issues. 
     After a series of motions and votes, Mayor Robinson restated what Jones stated as 
her first motion – to accept the most recent offer for an extension of the service 
agreement from Waste Pro, and to iron out specifics in the contract later, with the 
acceptance being contingent on both parties reaching agreement on the final contract to 
be approved later. 



HardisonInk.com 
     That met with a 5-0 vote of approval on the second try, where first it met with a 3-2 
negative vote, with only Jones and Head voting to approve it. 
     Among the many other actions and activity at the meeting, Albert Fuller Sr. and 
another leader of the Williston Area Community Resource Organization thanked City 
Councilwoman Jones and Utilities Director C.J. Zimoski for their help in providing a 
water source for the community garden. 
     Fuller said he would like more children to become involved with the garden. Rather 
than mentioning this to the City Council, however, one would think the Levy County 
School Board may be able to share contact information and the like with Williston area 
parents of public school students who may want to become involved in volunteering at 
the community garden. 
     In another ongoing matter, the Williston Community Redevelopment Agency appears 
to be making some progress on determining the cost to power-wash the front of some 
buildings in the Block 12 area, which is known for looking decrepit. 
     As for the city acting against longtime code violators, the properties that already are 
listed in the foreclosure process in the courts, at a cost of about $5,000 per foreclosure, 
will continue in that process. City Planner Jackie Gorman and city staff may be able to 
provide City Council with some possible options to revise the method currently in place, 
which apparently is not effective in achieving goals and objectives regarding municipal 
code compliance. 
     Council Vice President Head brought up the matter of slow-moving foreclosures, lien 
collections and code compliance, again. Head mentioned that he would like a workshop 
to start revising the city’s bureaucracy so that properties valued at $18,000 will no 
longer end up with liens of $43,000, and the like. 
     This city leader said he is not seeking to fund the city with liens or for the city to own 
more property with foreclosures. Instead, he wants people to take care of their property 
as they should in the city. By revising the current structure of code enforcement, fines 
and collections of fines, then this may cause a trend of property being maintained or 
improved to meet city codes. 
     President Goodman and other City Council members resisted Head’s call for a 
workshop because the City Council is still working on its budget, and it has some 
interviews of candidates to fill a vacant city manager slot. 
     The blight and slum of some parts of Williston are what led to the creation of the 
Community Redevelopment Agency years ago. The CRA has seen some progress in 
overcoming some issues, including the significant improvements at Heritage Park, or 
Linear Park. 


