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Man convicted of DUI manslaughter gets 
10 years in prison and five years of 
probation 

 Adrian Wilson Johns 
Mug Shot By LCSO 
  

By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 17, 2020 at 
4:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON -- A 30-year-old man who 
was 28 years old when he ran over and killed 
a 51-year-old man from the Town of Otter 
Creek, and then left the scene of that fatal 
crash in Cedar Key, was sentenced to 10 years 
in the Florida prison system last week, 
according to records. 
      Adrian Wilson Johns, 30, of either 
Middleburg (Clay County) or Sanderson 

(Baker County) entered a plea-negotiated agreement and was adjudicated guilty of 
driving while under the influence (DUI) resulting in death (manslaughter) by Eighth 
Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis last Wednesday (Aug. 12), according to 
records. 
     The Florida Highway Patrol arrested Johns, then of Middleburg, for the crash that 
took place Sept. 29, 2018 at 1:33 a.m., after the Cedar Key Police Department requested 
assistance from the FHP with this case, according to records. 
     The FHP said Johns was driving a 1996 Ford Ranger when his vehicle struck and 
killed Ronald Thomas, 51, of Otter Creek, according to records. 
     Thomas was walking on the edge of State Road 24 near Sunset Point Road within the 
city limits in Cedar Key, according to records, when he was hit. Johns fled from the 
scene of the crash, the FHP noted in a press release two years ago, but the man was later 
stopped with help from officers with the Cedar Key Police Department. 
     After he was caught, FHP charged Johns with DUI manslaughter and leaving the 
scene of a crash involving death, according to records. 
     The charge of leaving the scene subsequent to a fatality was dropped as part of the 
“plea deal,” or plea-negotiated agreement. 
     That agreement was reached before trial when defense attorney Aaron M. Makofka of 
Jacksonville (Duval County) and Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Glenn 
Bryan concurred that this deal was in the best interest of the state, the defendant and 
jurisprudence. 
     Circuit Court Judge Davis accepted Johns’ plea “no contest” on the one felony count, 
after confirming that both the prosecution and the defense agreed. 
     By entering a plea of “no contest” in Florida it prevents the plea from being used 
against the person in a subsequent civil or criminal proceeding, according to a website 
with information by attorney M. James Jenkins and Associates of Pensacola, where 
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attorney Jenkins cites Florida law to explain some things. 
     If a person pleads “guilty” they are admitting they committed the crime in question 
and that admission can be used in later court cases, attorney Jenkins noted. 
     This case against Johns serves as an example of when a “no contest” plea is beneficial, 
Jenkins showed. If a person is arrested for DUI involving personal injury or death, the 
injured party or his or her survivors may sue the driver for compensation in civil court, 
Jenkins noted, for alleged monetary losses resultant from the injury or death. 
     If the driver pleads guilty to the criminal DUI charge, the injured party’s attorney 
may introduce into evidence the fact that the driver admitted guilt in his or her DUI case 
in the civil suit because, by pleading guilty, the person is admitting to the facts and his 
or her own guilt, Jenkins noted. 
     On the other hand, if the driver pleads “no contest,” there’s no admission of guilt and 
the injured party’s attorney cannot use that as an admission in the civil damages suit. 
     Pleading “no contest” or being required to plead guilty is within the discretion of the 
criminal judge the person appears in front of, Jenkins noted.  Some judges won’t give 
their consent to allow a person to plea “no contest” yet most do, he added. 
     Also, if a defendant enters into a plea-negotiated agreement with the prosecutor, then 
the prosecutor may require the defendant to plead “guilty” under the terms of the plea 
agreement. 
     As for the one felony crime where Johns was sentenced to 10 years in prison, Circuit 
Court Judge Davis also ruled he is to be adjudicated guilty. 
     Johns’ 10-year sentence is to be followed by a five-year probation. The now-convicted 
felon was given credit for five days he spent in jail so far, according to records. He enters 
the Florida Department of Corrections system now for his place of residence. 
     DUI manslaughter is a second-degree felony. According to Florida Statutes, a second-
degree felony has a maximum penalty of 15 years in state prison and the potential of a 
fine up to $10,000. 

 


