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Three Levy County Jail inmates have 

COVID-19; 

246 FDOC CCCI inmates in Dixie County have 

COVID-19; 

Marion County sheriff orders face masks off 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 15, 2020 at 9:10 a.m. 

     BRONSON -- Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum reported on Friday (Aug. 14) that three 

current inmates at the Levy County Detention Center (also known as the Levy County Jail) have 

tested positive for COVID-19. These are the first positive tests among Levy County inmates, 

according to a Friday press release from Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp. 

     These Levy County Jail inmates did not contract the virus inside the jail, but had contracted it 

prior to their incarceration, Beauchamp said. Those inmates (two males and one female) are 

quarantined from other inmates and have minimal movement within the facility, Beauchamp 

said. 

     Levy County Sheriff's office staff members have minimal contact with the quarantined 

inmates, Beauchamp said. The infected inmates receive daily medical care from medical staff 

and the medical provider that is an independent contractor hired by the LCSO, Beauchamp said. 

     So far, Beauchamp said, 20 LCSO employees have tested positive for the COVID-19. Three 

employees are currently on leave due to testing positive for the virus, Beauchamp said. 

     LCSO employees continue to perform their duties as cautiously as possible, Beauchamp said. 

They appreciate the public’s cooperation and understanding during this pandemic, Beauchamp 

said. 

     Meanwhile, just recently, Wesley Asbell of the Florida Department of Health, reportedly told 

a Gainesville TV station that 246 Florida Department of Corrections inmates (FDOC) at Cross 

City Correctional Institution (CCCI) in Dixie County have tested positive for COVID-19 -- as 

have 24 CCCI members. 

     All inmates and staff have been given face coverings and are required to wear them. Other 

precautions at CCCI include daily temperature checks, as well as providing meals and medical 

services within individual housing units, where affected individuals are quarantined. 

     One of Florida's 67 sheriffs gained global attention by ordering employees not to wear face 

masks during the global COVID-19 pandemic this past week, despite most humans wanting to 

reduce the spread of this very contagious disease that had killed more than 9,000 humans 

in Florida alone as of Friday afternoon (Aug. 14). 

     Marion County Sheriff Billy Woods maintained his order for the employees of his office not to 

wear face masks when they are on duty, barring some exceptions. 

     "This is no longer a debate nor is it up for discussion," Sheriff Woods said in an email to 

employees. 

     "So, as for us, my order will stand as is when you are on-duty/working as my employee and 

representing my Office – masks will not be worn," Woods wrote in his email, which was sent to 

CBS News on Wednesday (Aug. 12) by the MCSO. 

     Levy County Sheriff McCallum and Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz, both contracted 

the virus and self-quarantined, but were not incapacitated from being able to perform their 

duties, according to information from their respective public information offices. 
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     Dixie County Sheriff Dewey Hatcher Sr. was hospitalized in July for an undisclosed serious 

health issue, however the DCSO did not send any updates as to whether Sheriff Hatcher has 

returned to Dixie County yet from a Gainesville (Alachua County) hospital. 

     There are no hospitals in Levy County, Dixie County or Gilchrist County. 

     As for the effect on prosecution of some suspected criminals in the Fifth Judicial Circuit of 

Florida, which includes Citrus, Hernando, Lake, Marion and Sumter counties ,Marion County 

Sheriff Woods’ order for deputies to not wear face masks may cause some added debates in 

court. 

     Defense attorneys for suspects charged with fleeing from MCSO deputies may argue to the 

judge that the fleeing suspect reasonably believed he or she must run away, thinking the deputy 

would cause him or her to catch COVID-19 and potentially die, as a direct result of the sheriff 

not believing the Florida Department of Health’s clearly published and active “PUBLIC 

HEALTH ADVISORY -- 

Residents are advised to wear masks 

in public and to socially distance. 

Avoid crowds, closed spaces and close contact.” 

     As of Friday, the Florida Department of Health reported the following death tolls from 

COVID-19 in Dixie, Gilchrist, Levy and Marion counties: Dixie – 4; Gilchrist – 7; Levy – 5; and 

Marion – 111. 


