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Chiefland keeps M.T. Causely for 
building inspections; 

Pledge of Civility fails 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Aug. 11, 2020 at 1:10 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – The Chiefland City Commission on Monday night (Aug. 10) 
approved the renewal of M.T. Causely for building official services. 
     In the matter upon which the most time was spent that night, it appears that The 
Pledge of Civility plaque on the front of the podium in the Hardy Dean Sr. Municipal 
Building (Chiefland City Hall) was not applied. 
“Pledge Of Civility 
     We will be respectful of one another even when we disagree. 
     We will direct all comments to the issues. 
     We will avoid personal attacks.” 
     As for building services, this two-year renewal with M.T. Causely allows that 
independent contractor to continue as the “building department” of the city. Chiefland 
abolished its own building department years ago. 
     This company has served the city in this capacity since 2013, City Manager Mary 
Ellzey said Monday night as she answered that question from Mayor Chris Jones. 
     M.T. Causley Inc. provides a comprehensive range of building department services to 
municipalities throughout Southeast Florida as well as in other parts of the state. Its 
parent company is known as SAFEbuilt. 
     On another matter during the 20-minute twice-a-month regular meeting of the 
Chiefland City Commission, the members present spoke about correspondence from 
Grace Andersen to City Manager Ellzey. And then, there was the verbal part related to 
her request. 
     In the email from Andersen to Ellzey, the woman who previously has been highly 
active in the Friends of the Luther Callaway Public Library noted to the city manager her 
opinion about people not wearing masks during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
     Andersen, a resident of Fanning Springs, suggested the city request or require 
business interests within the city to post signs on their doors to mandate wearing of 
masks by employees and customers. 
     Vice Mayor Tim West said if a business requires customers to wear masks, that is fine 
in his opinion. As for the municipal government mandating it, he is against that. 
     City Commissioner Norman Weaver asked Chiefland Police Chief Scott Anderson 
what the police officers would do if a person violated a city ordinance requiring face 
masks during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
     Chief Anderson said law enforcement cannot enforce store policies, such as at 
Walmart, where employees and customers are now supposed to wear face masks to help 
reduce the number of people hospitalized or killed by COVID-19. 
     The author of the email helped clarify her position during the City Commission 
meeting Monday evening. 
     “I am not asking you to penalize people. All I am asking,” Andersen said, “is if you 
would request businesses in town to put a sign on their door ‘Please wear a mask’ or 
‘Mask required,’ whatever they want to put; so that when people go in that store, they 
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will see that and maybe it would increase the use of masks.” 
     Andersen said she feels it is “crazy” to not wear a mask to help preserve health and 
life by reducing the spread of an extremely contagious, very dangerous virus. 
     Mayor Jones stated his opinion, and this was the start of what progressively grew 
more aggressive, assertive and showed anger as the female senior citizen tried to defend 
her belief in what medical professionals say regarding the best methods to reduce the 
spread of this particularly unique virus. 
     The Pledge of Civility calls for the avoidance of personal attacks. 
     Jones’ first words were an attack against the speaker. Mayor Jones, who is not a 
medical doctor or a scientist, said it was his opinion that the face mask Andersen wore 
into the meeting room was not effective in reducing her contracting the disease. 
    Andersen replied that while her face mask of the evening may not be as effective as 
some face-coverings like the N-95 version, at least it is something, which is better than 
not wearing anything. 
     Just as they mayor verbally attacked the woman for wearing a mask that is not going 
to completely stop germs from entering her lungs, she countered. 
     The Pledge of Civility calls for the avoidance of personal attacks. 
     “Deny, deny, deny all you want,” she told Jones, “but it’s going to hit you in the butt 
one day.” 
     City Commissioner Norman Weaver then tried to bring a bit of calm to the discussion 
as the speaker expressed her feelings to a degree that showed her level of passion 
regarding the subject. 
     Commissioner Weaver said Winn-Dixie requires face masks and he wears one when 
he shops there. Weaver went on to say he wears a face mask when he shops at Walmart, 
CVS, Walgreens or at Burger King in Chiefland. When he shops at Beall’s in Chiefland, 
Weaver said, since there is no sign on the door to wear a face mask to save lives, he does 
not wear one when he shops there. 
     Andersen then asked him if he was ashamed to wear a mask at a place where it is not 
required, and he reminded her that he wears a mask when it is required. 
     The Florida Department of Health, which employs medical professionals and 
scientists, notes in no uncertain terms: 
“PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY 
Residents are advised to wear masks in public and to socially distance. Avoid crowds, 
closed spaces and close contact.” 
     Advice is not a mandate. The United States government has not taken a national 
stance to mandate wearing face masks and keeping distance between people. 
     City Commissioner Marissa Mainwaring said if the stores require people to wear 
masks to shop there, it is her opinion that the stores should provide customers with face 
masks at the entrance to the stores. Mainwaring, who is a past president of the 
Chiefland Chamber of Commerce, said business owners cannot afford to outfit shoppers 
with masks. 
     Mainwaring said that even though she has seen a sign on the front door of Walmart 
showing people must wear face masks to shop there, some people take them off; and 
some people are wearing them on their chins rather than as they should to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. 
     Andersen restated her request. She said she is not asking the City Commission to 
require businesses to mandate face masks. She simply would like businesses that want 
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to comply with the current public health advisories issued by the Florida Department of 
Health, and the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to let 
customers know the business’ intent is to help reduce the spread of this virus that causes 
significant levels of illness and death. 
     Andersen said when she went shopping at Home Depot in Gainesville, every person 
was wearing a mask. She felt wonderful walking around that store. 
     “I’d like to live to be 100,” Andersen said, “and that is going to be very difficult with 
people not feeling the way I do (about not spreading COVID-19 to other people).” 
     Mayor Jones said he has known people who did not die from COVID-19 after 
suffering through the symptoms. Vice Mayor West recited a mortality percentage rate 
that he felt was correct as he defended people’s choice to purposefully ignore doctors’ 
and scientists’ advice to reduce that death toll. 
     Jones, who owns a high performance motorcycle repair and retail store in Chiefland, 
said none of his customers wear masks. His customers “would laugh me out of business” 
if he required people to wear masks in that building. Jones said his cycle shop is hot. 
Jones said he cannot wear a mask there because it gets too hot for him. 
     Jones said he will respect other business owners’ mandates to wear face masks when 
shopping there, such as Walmart, Winn-Dixie, CVS, Walgreens and Burger King. 
However, Jones said, customers who buy products and services from Jones 
Performance Cycles of Chiefland will not be required to wear a face mask. 
     Commissioner J. Rollin Hudson Jr. chimed in on the discussion as soon as Andersen 
mentioned “higher ups” needing to mandate wearing face masks. 
     “Who are the higher ups?” Hudson asked. 
     Andersen said the people in Washington, D.C. 
     “So, we have to do what Washington tells us to do all the time?” Hudson asked. “So, if 
they tell us to walk in a circle, we need to do that too? Would you do it, if they told you to 
walk in a circle.” 
     Andersen said she would walk in a circle if it was a question of losing her life. 
     Police Chief Scott Anderson joined the group that was attacking the speaker. 
     He said in all of his 34 years as a member of law enforcement, he has faced the 
potential of some person wanting to end his life on purpose, or to take his life by their 
negligent behavior. Anderson said he never knows when he will come home, intimating 
that some criminals kill police officers. 
     “Welcome to my world,” Police Chief Anderson said, “because I have had to worry 
about dying at the hands of somebody else to protect our citizens.” 
     Chief Anderson said he is not going to wear a mask unless a business requires it. 
     “If it’s my time,” he said, “then the Lord will take me. If it’s not, then I’ll be fine.” 
     Speaker Andersen asked about the other people who may be contaminated from 
COVID-19 from Chief Anderson not wearing a mask, if they also do not have a mask. 
Some people have COVID-19 and can spread it without showing symptoms. 
     Chief Anderson said it is a personal choice to wear a face mask or not wear a face 
mask, which is among the freedoms of choice in America today. 
     “It’s your choice to wear one,” Chief Anderson said. “It’s my choice not to wear one.” 
     Speaker Andersen replied by saying then it is his choice to kill people. After she said 
the chief is choosing to cause potential death by not following the public health advice of 
doctors, he reacted. 
     The chief told Andersen that her wearing a mask would not prevent COVID-19 from 
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affecting her. 
      Andersen told Mayor Jones that the city could express to business owners that the 
city leaders believe wearing face masks during a pandemic is a good practice. 
     Mayor Jones said he shook the hand of a man who painted his car. The very next day, 
that man was hospitalized from symptoms the man suffered from COVID-19, Jones 
said. The mayor said he has seen no symptoms to indicate that he has the disease now. 
     Vice Mayor West said he has been walking around for “seven or eight months now” 
without a mask and he has shown no symptoms from the disease yet. West said he 
washes his hands and does not lick his fingers. 
     In the end, Mayor Jones said he respects Andersen for expressing her opinion, but 
this is America and there is no law mandating people to wear face masks to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. 
     Jones, Hudson and West had a bit of a chorus about people driving vehicles and 
running into each other and killing each other. 
     Chief Anderson said that if a store requires him to wear a mask, then he wears one. If 
there is no store policy to wear a face mask to reduce the spread of COVID-19, then he 
does not wear a face mask. 
     Mainwaring said most business owners in Chiefland have signs to tell customers they 
agree with scientists and doctors at the Florida Department of Health and the United 
States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in regard to face masks reducing the 
odds of spreading a contagious disease. 
     Fire Chief James Harris said he took care of a lot of people dying from AIDS and he 
did not catch AIDS, even before first responders wore gloves and masks in those 
situations. The fire chief, like the police chief tried to express his opinion that all sorts of 
things can kill humans; and it is their belief that this global pandemic is just one of the 
many causes of death. 
     Chief Anderson said it is his opinion that the 155,000-plus Americans who have died 
so far from COVID-19 -- is political. 


