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     LEVY COUNTY -- Levy county motorists from Bronson to Williston to Chiefland 
have been noticing something recently that they haven’t seen in recent memory - groups 
of enthusiastic, cheering neighbors standing alongside busy roadways and waving signs 
to support political candidates who are…Democrats! 

     Florida is famously divided quite evenly between the two parties, with many 
statewide and national elections balancing on a knife edge - or a hanging chad. But with 
Democrats concentrated in the southern part of the state, and Republicans more 
common in the northern part of Florida, a sign or bumper sticker supporting a 
Democrat in Levy County can seem as rare as a snowflake. Things were so dire that by 
2012 there was no longer an organized Democratic Party in the county. That has begun 
to change in Levy County, according to Gussie Boatwright, the group’s chair. 
    “The rebirth of the Democratic Party grew up pretty organically,” Boatwright said. 
“Voters in Levy County began to feel over the last three years that some American values 
were no longer being honored by some of the people we elected. The volunteers I talk to 
say that a return to honesty, integrity, the rule of law, and looking out for our fellow 
citizens mean even more to them than policy differences. 
     “Though to be honest,” she added, “they also care an awful lot about affordable 
healthcare, protecting Social Security, equal protection under the law and protecting the 
environment!” 
     In short, Boatwright said that the goal of the newly active Democrats is to elect 
representatives who “support our values. We see how they have been eroded in the past 
several years, and we need to return to them.” 
     The Levy County Democratic Party was officially rechartered early in 2019. But if 
there was one event that signaled its rebirth, it was a gala held last November at the 
Cedar Key Community Center. 
     “We had over 200 Democrats, Independents and Republicans there,” said Stacey 
Peters, leader of the newly established Voter Protection Team. “It was the first time in 
ages that so many like-minded people had been together in one place, and it was so 
energizing. It was more than we’d even hoped for.” 
     “We were exhausted when it was over,” Boatwright added. “But we were so gratified.” 
     That event launched the first stage of work by the rejuvenated Levy County 
Democratic Party, which was gathering a group of enthusiastic volunteers, and 
beginning outreach to encourage voter registration and voting. 
     In March, of course, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) put a damper on door-to-door 
canvassing; so, the emphasis has shifted to remote outreach through telephone and 
other “virtual” means. 
     Peters said that a key emphasis, especially as some are attacking the voting process, is 
to make sure that “all votes need to count.” 
     “I hope all Americans believe that every citizen’s vote should count,” Peters said. And 
false claims that make people less likely to vote undermine our elections. That’s why we 
are working to make sure that voters are not confused, or led astray, or intimidated into 
not exercising their right to vote. We encourage all voters to have a plan, and we can 
help you create one on the home page of our website, at https://levydemocrats.org.” 
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     “Many voters don’t know that they can vote early, not just on Tuesday, Nov. 3,” 
Boatwright added. “You can vote early from Oct. 19 to Nov. 1, seven days a week, at the 
Supervisor of Elections Office in Bronson, 421 S. Court Street. You also can request a 
vote by mail ballot and return it to a drop box there or mail it at least a week before 
election day.” 
     Kristine Switt is one of the newly active Democratic volunteers. She added “The only 
way to see a return to honesty and integrity, and our nation being respected again as the 
world’s leading democracy, is to vote. Barack Obama’s favorite one-word response to 
people complaining about the state of the country is ‘Vote!’ and if that’s good enough for 
him it’s good enough for me!” 
     Switt and other volunteers have been educating voters about the environmental and 
social costs of plans to build new toll roads through Levy County. 
     “We have been blessed with beautiful land and rivers and coastline here in Levy 
County,” Switt said. “We need to protect and develop them responsibly, so that they will 
still be here for our children and their children to enjoy.” 
     Peters explained why Republicans as well as Democrats may welcome a newly-
involved Democratic party in the county. 
     “In business, a monopoly is never good for the consumer, because competition forces 
us to do our best,” Peters said. “The same is true in politics. However, any particular 
race turns out, it is healthy for the community to have choices; so that no one gets 
complacent and thinks they can just inherit a position in government because no one 
else is engaged. Now we are engaged, and I think that is going to give Levy County 
residents more choice, and a stronger voice.” 
     Asked what one message she would like to leave with readers, Boatwright said “Our 
tent is big and welcoming, because we believe that diversity makes us rich, and unity 
makes us strong. We are neighbors and citizens before we are members of a political 
party, and we are better when we work together, and help each other when someone is 
in need. I like to say that when we all have a seat at the table, we can all work together, 
and we will all rise together. I guess that’s more than one thing,” she said, “but as you 
can see, we have a lot of enthusiasm!” 


