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Incoming Williston city manager shares 
her vision for the city 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 2, 2020 at 3:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – During a special Williston City Council meeting Tuesday (Sept. 29) 
there was a unanimous vote to approve Jackie Gorman, who is currently the City of 
Williston’s community development and grants manager, to be the next Williston City 
manager. 
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     Gorman, who is also the city planner for 
Williston, will take her post as city manager 
after the Oct. 6 meeting, given that all goes 
as planned. 
     Meanwhile, as of the Sept. 29 special 
meeting, Utilities Director 
C.J. Zimoski is serving as interim city 
manager. 
     The plan after the Oct. 6 meeting will be 
to have Zimoski serve deputy city manager. 
He will maintain his duties as utilities 
director, but also will be the leader of the 
public works department as well as 
assisting incoming City Manager Gorman as 
needed. 
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     Laura Jones, who is currently the 
assistant to the city planner, will become 
the city planner for Williston. 
     In a telephone interview Friday (Oct. 2), 
Gorman said she is extremely confident that 
Jones will be an excellent city planner for 
Williston. Just as Zimoski is continuing to 
hold the reins for utilities, as well as 
accepting even more responsibility, so too is 
Gorman. 
     Gorman is entrusting Jones with the 
duties of city planner, which includes 
everything from zoning permits to 
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comprehensive land use, and more. The Williston Community Redevelopment Agency, 
though, will continue to be among Gorman’s points of focus, just as it has been. 
     During the conversation Friday, Gorman agreed to send over a statement about what 
she sees now that she is going to be the city manager. Gorman provided the 
following. 
 
     Williston is a wonderful community, and together we can continue to build upon the 
community's past and ultimately create a brighter future for everyone who lives, works 
and plays in the city. 
     Williston is facing a very large growth spurt and it is important that we manage this 
growth so that Williston’s small-town charm is protected.  I am honored that our City 
Council has chosen me to lead the City through this change and will work tirelessly to 
ensure that Williston grows in a healthy sustainable manner. 
     I promise you that all of us who work for the City will do our best to meet and surpass 
your expectations. We will always look for the most efficient and effective way to provide 
excellent service, generating the greatest possible return for every tax dollar. 
     I look forward to working with everyone to better position the City of Williston for 
future success! 
     Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow, who served as interim city manager 
for the past four months, said this tour of duty as interim city manager was 
much more active than in 2012, when he served before the appointment of 
now former City Manager Scott Lippmann. 
     Chief Strow provided his insight regard incoming City Manager Gorman 
and incoming Deputy City Manager Zimoski. 
     The City Council was able to choose from a known commodity, Strow said, which is 
better than hiring some person who is unfamiliar with Williston. 
     “Williston was founded in 1897,” Chief Strow joked. “C.J. (Zimoski) started in 1898.” 
     Actually, the chief said, Zimoski has been working for the City of Williston for 20 
years now. He knows the utilities system and he knows the people, Strow said of the 
longtime city employee. Zimoski started working for the city by digging holes, Strow 
said, and he has advanced to become the utilities department director, the interim city 
manager for a short time and now is set to be deputy city manager, effective after the 
Oct. 6 City Council meeting, given that all goes as planned in that regard. 
     Gorman has been working in this city for two years and has extensive municipal 
government experience, Strow said. 
     The plan created by the City Council for Gorman as city manager and with Zimoski as 
deputy city manager is excellent, Strow said, because by using the talents of those two 
individuals working together, all of the residents and visitors of Williston will be best 
served. 
     Strow said that when he was interim city manager, he relied heavily on both Zimoski 
and Gorman. 
     As for Chief Strow finishing his job as interim city manager on Tuesday, he conceded 
that he is very happy to return to his profession in law enforcement. 
     The Williston police chief mentioned that the day before (Thursday, Oct. 1) marked 
his 49th year in law enforcement. 
     He was hired when he was 16 years old and was in high school. That hiring date was 
Oct. 1, 1971, Strow said. 
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     He and another high school student were hired by then Marion County Sheriff Doug 
Willis. Back then, when he was 16 years old, Strow and the other high school student 
would switch out monthly between radio duty and records duty. 
     Then in 1973, Marion County Sheriff Don Moreland hired Strow to be a deputy 
sheriff. So, he has been a sworn law enforcement officer for 47 years. WPD Chief Strow 
has been in law enforcement ever since he was 16 years old, he said in a telephone 
interview on Friday (Oct. 2). 
     Strow said he worked outside of his comfort zone for the past four months serving as 
interim city manager, however he feels his exposure to that aspect of city government 
will help the WPD as well as the Williston Fire Rescue Department to continue moving 
forward even better than before. 
     “I was glad to leave (the job of interim city manager),” Chief Strow said, “but I 
learned a lot.” 

 


