
HardisonInk.com 
Jury acquits man on one charge, 

convicts on another; 
Sentencing set for Oct. 14 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 1, 2020 at 5:10 p.m. 

     BRONSON – Perhaps more significant than the outcome of a daylong jury trial Wednesday 

(Sept. 30) was that it was the first such event in the Levy County Courthouse since the global 

COVID-19 pandemic caused all 20 Florida Judicial Circuits to shut down in March. 

     Everyone entering that part of the Levy County Courthouse has their temperature taken via a 

non-intrusive device that can measure it from about a foot away from a person’s face. Every 

person was required to wear a face mask, which led both attorneys to tell all witnesses to speak 

loudly and clearly into the microphone. 

     People were seated six feet apart, at least. This meant jurors were in the wooden pews 

normally for the audience, and it caused Judge Davis to decline a request for video of the trial, 

due to jurors potentially being identifiable.  

     After jury selection the previous day, the eight Levy County residents selected as the six-

member jury and two alternates were comprised of two women and six men. At the conclusion 

of the prosecution’s and defense’s case, the one man and one woman who were alternates were 

excused. 

     Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis let them go late Wednesday afternoon, 

but not before he could thank them profusely, as he did for the other six people later that day 

after they had served. Judge Davis told the alternates that he never identifies who the alternates 

are until after the case has been tried – before deliberation. 

     This lets all potential deciders of fact know to pay equal attention to what the two sides are 

presenting, he explained. While alternates have no chance to deliberate or vote on whether a 

defendant maintains his or her innocence, as an alternate they served just as valiantly as the 

other six, he said. 

     The circuit court judge let all eight of those participants know, in no uncertain terms, that to 

continue American justice requires some people to give of themselves in service as jurors. 

     As for the outcome of the trial of Scott Arlington Mead, 47, a resident of the Levy County Jail 

since Feb. 25, the six-member jury unanimously found the state fell short of its obligation to 

prove beyond and to the exclusion of reasonable doubt that he used a car to purposefully hit a 

then-71-year-old woman. 

     On the second charge, which was that Mead had left the scene of an accident involving 

injuries, the jury unanimously voted 6-0 that he was guilty of that crime. Additionally, given the 

option to decide if he slightly injured the victim or injured her moderately, the jury selected the 

more severe of the two. The jurors chose the only woman to be the foreman of that jury, 

according to information published at the reading of the verdict. 

     The full day of testimony and evidence presented by the prosecutorial team – Eighth Judicial 

Circuit Assistant State Attorney Frank Slavichak and Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State 

Attorney Glenn Bryan, as well as testimony and cross examination by the defense team -- Eighth 

Judicial Circuit Assistant Public Defender Logan Doll and Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant 

Public Defender Midori Lowry gave listeners plenty to consider. 

     Assisting the victim through the trial was Eighth Judicial Circuit Victim Advocate Carla 

Coarsey. 

     Ultimately responsible for overseeing this felony jury trial was Circuit Court Judge Davis, and 
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as always, the honorable Judge Davis presented clear instructions and showed no bias. 

     Regarding the accusation that Mead intentionally injured Kathy Segriff, now 72, of Williston, 

when they had an incident on the early evening of Feb. 24, the defense proved to the jury that 

the state failed to prove Mead intended to hurt the woman. 

     Despite the fact that the prosecution was able to share with jurors that Mead was a five-time 

convicted felon who also had two misdemeanor convictions for crimes of deception, jurors put 

more weight on his testimony regarding certain facts of the case in contrast with what Segriff 

said happened. 

     Both attorney Slavichak and attorney Doll, who were the only speaking members of their 

teams during the trial, agreed to some facts.  

     Segriff was knocked down when she tried to stop Mead from driving her car, as it was in 

reverse and she stood in the open driver’s side doorway. She was taken to North Florida 

Regional Medical Center that night and was released in the very wee hours of the next morning 

after being treated. 

     The exact tales of how that happened vary at some points, depending on the perspectives 

shared by the woman and the man involved in that scene. 

     Segriff paid Mead to perform odd jobs, such as painting. Mead had just been released from 

prison in 2019 and he was living in a nonfunctioning car parked at his aunt’s house in Williston. 

Earlier on Feb. 24, Segriff and Mead had a disagreement about how he was spray-painting some 

racks. 

     Segriff heard Mead say something to the effect in that dispute -- about how to spray paint -- 

that whoever painted her upstairs bedroom did an inferior job. After Mead left that day, Segriff 

wondered how he could have seen her upstairs bedroom. 

     Later she remembered he had been up there once to help her move a heavy piece of furniture. 

Meanwhile, though, as she thought about that comment, she remembered that other people had 

stolen items from her. 

     She went upstairs and did not find a diamond ring that she thought was in a particular place. 

     Segriff drove to the place where Mead was staying. He was in the yard, speaking on his cell 

phone, and she parked on the grass there rather than on the concrete driveway. Depending on 

which version of what happened, she either got out of the car -- a four-door 2007 Mercury Milan 

sedan – or she turned it off and left her keys on the console. 

     She confronted Mead and asked him if he had taken the ring that she believed was missing. 

Testimony revealed early on, however, that she found the ring later – where she had placed it, 

rather than where she thought she had placed it. 

     Mead denied stealing her ring and told her that he would never steal from her. He suggested 

going to Segriff’s home with her to search for the ring with her. 

     Segriff testified that said she wanted to look in his backpack, and that is when he flew into a 

rage. Mead started coming at her, yelling, and when he was so close and screaming at her that 

she could feel spit from him, she testified, she slapped him to bring him out of that state. 

     Mead did not slap, hit or push her back, according to all testimony. 

     Mead made a beeline for her car and entered the driver’s seat. Both participants said he 

closed the car door. She followed and opened the driver’s side door. 

     Segriff said she told Mead that he could not drive her car and she asked him what he was 

doing. Within seconds, however, the car went into reverse and she was knocked to the ground. 

Then, the car pulled forward and was stopped. 

     There is a difference of what happened. In her version, Segriff said the car operates perfectly 

and has fewer than 50,000 miles on it even now. It has been regularly serviced. 



HardisonInk.com 
     Mead, who admitted he had never driven that car before, said he put the car in reverse to turn 

it around to help influence the woman to return to her home with him to search for the missing 

diamond ring. 

     Mead said although he had put the car in reverse, it did not engage in that action until after 

the woman was standing in the area between the open door and the driver’s seat, which he 

occupied. 

     Segriff said she was horrified by being run over, and that she felt sheer terror. She was in 

great pain and began screaming for help. Segriff testified that she asked Mead for help and he 

rejected it before leaving, and that he told her she deserved what she got by being knocked down 

by her car backing up while he drove it. 

     Mead said when he realized what happened, he asked her if she wanted him to help her up. 

She rejected that offer and told him to go away. So, he walked to the grocery store to buy food as 

he had planned. 

     Mead denied saying Segriff deserved what she got. Mead denied intentionally using the car to 

strike Segriff with it. 

     A neighbor who lives a couple of houses away heard yelling from a woman for help. He stayed 

on the phone with dispatch for about four minutes and he heard the woman screaming for help 

the whole time, according to testimony. 

     Micelle “Michael” Ortez-Cruz called the Williston Police Department. He and his wife and 

their two daughters are neighbors of Mead’s aunt, but they did not know her or Mead. The 

neighbor said he did not walk to offer help to the neighbor because dispatch told him to stay 

where he was until police arrived. 

     WPD Officer Marquis Wright, who served as a WPD officer for four years up to about six 

months ago when he became a Pasco County Sheriff’s Office deputy, arrived within a couple of 

minutes after being dispatched on Feb. 24 at about 7 p.m. 

     Then WPD-Officer Wright did not see Mead at the scene when he arrived. He saw the woman 

lying on her back, and she was screaming for help. The officer testified that he was familiar with 

Mead and where he lived, which is where the incident occurred. 

     Paramedic Jeff Turner arrived within minutes after Wright called for an ambulance. Turner 

who has served with the Levy County Public Safety Department for 25 years, including when it 

was Levy County Fire-Rescue and before that when it was just Levy County EMS, said Segriff 

was alert, oriented and conscious. On a scale of zero to 10, where 10 is the most pain ever felt 

and zero is no pain, this patient said she had a pain level of seven, Turner testified. 

     The patient was unable to stand and walk to the ambulance, Paramedic Turner said, and she 

was taken to the ambulance via stretcher, and then to North Florida Regional Medical Center in 

Gainesville. 

     The jury saw pictures of injuries Segriff suffered. The pictures were taken a couple of days 

after the 71-year-old woman was knocked to the ground when the car door struck her and 

plowed her down. Huge bruises with some abrasions were shown covering her right backside 

from her hip to her shoulder blade. Her right leg also was significantly bruised. 

     Segriff told jurors she needed people to help her for the two weeks after her release from the 

hospital to perform normal functions and to get around her home. 

     A friend of Mead’s, who has known him since they were both in school in Williston, spoke on 

behalf of the defendant. 

     Colin Pegler is the executive chef at Gators Café and Saloon in Treasure Island (Pinellas 

County). 

     Pegler lives in Port Richey (Pasco County). He said he has been friends with Mead for at least 
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25 years. 

     Pegler said he was on the phone with Mead on the evening when Segriff quickly drive her car 

onto the yard, according to what Mead said to him on the phone at that minute. 

      Pegler, who was listening to the background noise at the time, said he could hear a female’s 

voice yelling but that it soon calmed down after they argued a little bit, and then Mead ended the 

call with Pegler. 

     Pegler testified that it was his perspective that the woman was saying Mead had taken 

something from her. 

     In the end, after the trial, the jurors decided the state did not meet its burden to prove to 

them beyond and to the exclusion of reasonable doubt that Mead intended to use the car to hit 

Segriff. 

     However, from the testimony and other evidence, the jurors saw the state proved beyond 

reasonable doubt that Mead did not remain at the scene of the “crash” as is required by Florida 

law.  

     Circuit Court Judge Davis asked Assistant State Attorney Slavichak and Assistant Public 

Defender Doll if they were prepared for the judge to sentence Mead for the crime of which he 

was convicted. 

     Both attorneys declined. There will be some pre-sentence research required, perhaps in part 

due to Mead’s only recently being released from prison before this run-in with the law.  

     Assistant State Attorney Slavichak brought to the judge’s attention that the $150,000 bond 

under which Mead has remained in the Levy County Jail prior to trial was only for aggravated 

battery with a deadly weapon on a person 65 years or older, and that he did not file the capias 

for the crime of leaving the scene of an accident without serious bodily injury, which would have 

led to another bond being imposed. 

     Judge Davis ruled that the charge of aggravated battery with a deadly weapon was dismissed 

and Mead was not guilty of that. The judge further ruled that Mead was guilty of leaving the 

scene of an accident without serious bodily injury. Judge Davis adjudicated Mead as guilty of 

leaving the scene of an accident with injuries, and that the injuries were moderate rather than 

slight. 

     Judge Davis set sentencing to be on Oct. 14, and he remanded Mead back to the custody of 

Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum to be held in the Levy County Jail (also known as the Levy 

County Detention Center) without bond until sentencing. 

     Leaving the scene of an accident with injuries in Florida is a third-degree felony with a 

maximum penalty of five years in prison and a $5,000 fine, according to Florida law. 

     As noted above, the victim was 71 years old at the time, and the offender was a recently 

released five-time convicted felon, according to what was stated in court on Sept. 30. 


