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Thunder Moon And Jupiter 

 
The Thunder Moon of July 2020 was close to being captured on film recently. It was almost the Full 
Moon of the month, which would have been partially eclipsed at a point in time this weekend. 
Thunderclouds, though, prevented the best viewing at the best time (after midnight, early Sunday 
morning July 5). In this photo, however, taken with a cell phone, the planet Jupiter is also seen as a 
tiny white dot (above the 'K' in the watermark HardisonInk.com). Jamie Carter, a science writer 
for Forbes, noted that on Wednesday (July 8), Venus will be at its brightest point for 2020. This is 
going to be visible in the eastern sky just before sunrise (weather permitting). Carter went on to note 
that on Saturday, (July 11), this time in the southeastern night sky, will be a waning gibbous Moon 
just 1.4-degrees from an 84 percent illuminated Mars. Please check weather reports and the United 
States Naval Observatory to see more about the times for finding these objects in the night sky. About 
four days ago, Chris Vaughn wrote a story about the night sky of July, and more. It is 
at https://www.space.com/16149-night-sky.html. 
Photo by Sharon Hardison © July 6, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 

Postal Moth 

A colorful moth finds shade on the United 
States Post Office in Chiefland on Friday 
(June 26). Mockingbirds are often seen and 
heard in this neighborhood, although not in 
this photo. The common mockingbird 
(Mimus polyglottos) is the state bird of 
Florida. The northern mockingbird is an 
omnivore. The birds' diet consists of 
arthropods, earthworms, berries, fruits, 
seeds and occasionally lizards. As for this 
moth, it may be off of the menu for the local 
mockingbirds. A big lizard, though, might 
see the moth as something to dine upon. In 
any event, the moth found a bit of shade 
from the summer sun in Chiefland on 
Friday, and it was willing to pause for a 
photo opportunity as it began to wrap up its 
busy workweek of mothing about town. 

Photo by Jeff M. Hardison © June 28, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 

https://www.space.com/16149-night-sky.html
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Butterfly Narrowly Escapes Lizard 

 
This butterfly was flitting through the air as it enjoyed its life as a butterfly on Saturday (May 30). 
Meanwhile, a lizard noticed what looked like a potentially large meal. With a flick of its tongue, the 
lizard almost won in the struggle of life, but it only tasted a small piece of the tail part of one wing 
(bottom left of wing area in photo). The butterfly then glided over to one of the porches at The Ink 
Pad, located in the unrecorded subdivision known as Jemlands in Levy County. Once there, it caught 
its breath so that it could launch for another set of flying, nectar drinking and pollen spreading in the 
neighborhood. 
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison © May 31, 2020 at 11:10 a.m. 

  
Stormy Tuesday 

These clouds seen when looking 
toward Chiefland from Levy County 
Road 347 between U.S. Highway 19 
and U.S. Alt. 27, in the Turkey Town 
area, indicate a storm is coming late 
on Tuesday afternoon (May 26). 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison © May 
27, 2020 at 3:10 p.m. 
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Needles Drinks Bird Soup 

 
With cardinals and a plethora of other birds having finished their baths, and with his cat water 
fountain maintenance man having filled the birdbath with fresh water, Needles the Community Cat of 
Jemlands (which is an unrecorded subdivision in Levy County) enjoys a drink. Needles is a fixed cat 
who was never broken. He is a cool cat, even in the summer heat. While he is a community cat, 
Needles also is the feline resident of the outdoors part of The Ink Pad. For those who don’t know, he 
was named Needles because he blends in with the pine needles. 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison © May 18, 2020 at 9:10 p.m. 

Flea Market And Flowers 

 
The vehicles seen parked above are among the many that brought people to the 
Chiefland Farmers Flea Market Saturday and Sunday (May 9 and 10). Flea Market 
owners Sonny and Lydia Griffeth noted on social media their appreciation to the 
dealers and visitors for making this a successful reopening. The Chiefland Farmers Flea 
Market is open Saturdays and Sundays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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Going from a more 
distant view to a closer 
view, yellow and purple 
flowers dominate the 
scene in a field in the 
Tri-County Area of Levy, 
Dixie and Gilchrist 
counties. Spring 
continues to bring the 
wonders of wildflowers 
in Florida. 
Photos by Jeff M. Hardison 
© May 10, 2020 at 7:10 p.m. 

 


