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Cattle rancher adds to operations due to 
COVID-19 

 
Standing on the porch of The Quincey Cattle Co. storefront, located at 2350 
N.W. 120th St., near Chiefland are (from left) Kay Alexander, Donna 
Quincey and Kayla Gonzales. 
 
Story and Some Photos 
By C.L. Watson 
HardisonInk.com Correspondent © Sept. 8, 2020 at 11:10 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – With a family history that includes 160 years of raising livestock 

in Levy County, 
today’s ranchers at 
The Quincey Cattle 
Co. have added to 
their operations to 
include retail beef 
sales.  
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The 1974 Suwannee River Fair Livestock Judging Team are seen here in this 
old newspaper clip, and they are (from left) Chris Hardee, Don Quincey, 
Loran Brookins and Mike McElroy. 
Photo provided by Quincey Cattle. 
 

 
Donald Quincey Sr., Luther Drummond, Don Quincey Jr. and an FFA 
participant pose with feeder steer. 
Photo provided by Quincey Cattle. 
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Remnants of an old fireplace from Hayes’ homestead is located on the 
Quincey Cattle farm. 
 
     COVID-19 presented issues for cattle sales in Florida in March, including for interests 
that bought livestock at the 2020 Suwannee River Fair and Youth Livestock Show and 
Sale in the City of Fanning Springs. This is the story of the Quincey family in Levy 
County and of the addition of a new option for consumers who want to buy local beef 
that is ready for the grill or stovetop. This new opportunity resulted from cattle ranchers 
overcoming certain COVID-19 obstacles. 
     This family’s story in Levy County began long ago. 
     Samuel Quincey was born in England around 1830. He and his wife Sarah moved to 
Levy County in the early 1860s. He is listed in the historic Levy County Voter 
Registration Rolls of 1867-1868 as living in Precinct 3, Levy County. 
     A few years later, the 1870 United States Federal Census records list Samuel as a 
blacksmith residing in the same location with wife Sarah and three minor children. The 
family received mail at a post office box in Bronson. 
     The Quincey family applied for a Homestead and Cash Entry Patent for the 40 acres 
they had been farming in 1875. To qualify using homestead, entry applicants had to be 
United States citizens, as well as to reside and cultivate the land for five years prior to 
the approval. 
     By 1880, the United States Federal Census recognized the area around the Quincey 
property as Levyville and Bronson. Samuel and Sarah were farming the land and the 
family had grown to include seven children. 
     John W. was the oldest son. He was born in November of 1865. John grew up farming 
with his family and married Mary Sheffield in 1899. The 1910 census records show John 
and Mary farming in the Judson area of Levy County and having five children. 
     Their oldest son Samuel Quincey was born in 1900. He grew up to be a farmer as 
well. He married Amanda (Annie) Scarborough in Trenton on Nov. 27, 1921. 1930. The 
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United States Federal Census lists Samuel and Annie as farming in the Judson area of 
Levy County with five children. According to census records of 1940, the family grew to 
include nine children with the listed occupation as laborer on an owned farm. 
     One of Samuel and Annie’s son was Donald Quincey Sr. born 1925. Donald and his 
siblings grew up on a farm. 
     Donald Quincey Sr. along with his brother Clyde were enlisted in the United States 
Navy Armed Guard in the 1940s. Both served on the SS Stanvac Cape Town as members 
on of the U.S Navy Gun Crew. After his service in the Navy, Donald return to Levy 
County and married Nancy Harlene Walker. The couple purchased, sometime in the 
1950s, roughly 240 acres where the current Quincey Cattle headquarters and storefront 
is located. 
     The operation has grown to be around 1,000 acres now. The cattle farm is run by 
Donald Quincey Jr. and his wife Donna. 
     It was in March when the annual Suwannee River Fair and Youth Livestock Show and 
Sale (SRF) when one issue sparked innovation and some change in operations for The 
Quincey Cattle Co. 
     The annual SRF is where local students show and sell livestock, as well as compete 
with crafts, barbecue and other activities. 
     The students sell cattle to buyers that are ready for immediate processing. 
     The Quincey Cattle Co. purchased 23 of the SRF steer. Then, a few days after the sale, 
due to COVID-19, Quinceys were unable to resell the cattle to regular wholesalers. The 
wholesalers all shut down normal operations and there was no reopening date 
determined. 
     Don and Donna noticed grocery stores had limited or no available beef for consumers 
at the time too. They went with an idea of processing and reselling beef from the 23 
steer, which they purchased -- not knowing if the idea would flourish or flop. 
     Donna’s family owned Wayside Meat & Deli in Bronson from 1979 to 1992. She had 
some experience from the family’s business in retail and used that knowledge to help 
establish a foundation to the company’s new venture of selling directly to consumers. 
     Now, individuals can purchase a variety of beef cuts from the Quincey Cattle office 
located at 2350 N.W. 120st St., Chiefland, or at any of the scheduled pop-up locations. 
     Ranch hours for beef purchases are Monday and Tuesday, and Thursday and Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
     There is no farm pick-up available on Wednesday. 
     Prior to the new venture of retail, The Quincey Cattle Co. has been raising feeder 
calves for many years. The calves consume grass for around 70 percent of their lives and 
the last 30 percent they eat grain for beef marbling and flavor. 
     The company has networked with local peanut farmers on crop rotation to grow corn 
in off seasons to feed the calves. The livestock never leaves the State of Florida. It is 
born, raised and finished here. 
     Not only does this practice reduce the companies carbon footprint it allows the 
company to use the Fresh From Florida marketing. 


