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9th Annual Back to School Bash 

scheduled for Aug. 8; 

Tri-County event this year 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 8, 2020 at 6:10 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND -- It started in the summer of 2012. 

     Back then, the Rev. Terry Wines was the pastor at First United Methodist Church of 

Chiefland. He started a tradition that was first known as The Epic End of Summer Back To 

School Bash. 

     Also, back then, Diana Child was the assistant to the pastor in that church office and she was 

a mover and a shaker to help people. 

     That first year, it was held in the big grassy field near First UMC Chiefland, and it was a 

resounding success. Over the years, other groups joined to help make it happen. 

     Last year, it was held at the city park across the street from the Chiefland Train Depot. 

     The COVID-19 pandemic is adding to the factors to make the 2020 Back To School Bash a bit 

different than in years past. 

     This year, the free school supplies REQUIRE PRE-REGISTRATION. This event is 

for students in Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County. 

     To register, dial 2-1-1. Another way to register is to call 352-332-4636. Registration began on 

June 29 and ends when all the backpacks are spoken for. 

     The event will be at Charles Strickland Recreational Park, 2440 Old Fannin Road, in 

Chiefland. 

     It is set to be on Aug. 8 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

     Recipients will get backpacks with school supplies. This is a drive-through event. The path 

starts at U.S. Highway 19 and Northwest 140th Street – a bit north of the Chiefland city limit. 

Vehicles will be directed to the west and then to the south on Old Fannin Road, which runs 

parallel to U.S. 19, until they reach Charles Strickland Recreational Park. 

     Please bring ID and the Registration Number provided. Every pre-registered child must be 

present in the vehicle to receive a backpack. 

     Do not exit the vehicle for any reason. Walk-ups are not allowed. Please be certain there is 

room in the trunk for backpacks. 

     Where this event started in 2012 with more free food, fun games, a prayer tent and more, it is 

revised for this year. 

     Where it began with First UMC of Chiefland, this year’s sponsors include that United 

Methodist Church, First Baptist Church of Chiefland, Joppa Baptist Church, Tri-County 

Community Resource Center, United Way, The Florida Department of Health’s Levy County 

Unit, The City of Chiefland and others. 


