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97 applicants for Williston city manager job; 
Battle against blight and slum continues in Williston; 
City grants $75,000 for municipal animal shelter 

 
In this photo captured from a screen shot of the YouTube video of the June 
7 meeting of Williston City Council, Williston Community Animal Shelter 
Inc. President Renee Nipper and Williston Community Animal Shelter Inc. 
Treasurer Sue Ellen Goodman are at the podium speaking with (from left) 
City Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson, Coty Council Vice President 
Justin Head, Mayor Jerry Robinson, City Council President Charles 
Goodman and City Councilwoman Debra Jones. City Councilman Elihu 
Ross was absent. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 8, 2020 at 8:10 a.m. 
     WILLISTON – Interim Williston City Manager Dennis Strow told the four 
members of the City Council on Tuesday night (July 7) that there are 97 applicants so far 
for the job. 
     City Councilman Elihu Ross was absent. 
     Strow, who is normally the police chief, said he is not among the applicants. The 
closure for applications is at the end of this week. 
     Former Williston City Manager Scott Lippmann accepted the job as chief executive 
officer for CareerSource North Central Florida, in Gainesville. 
     An ongoing problem for Williston is the blight and slum conditions, especially 
downtown across the street from new City Hall. The city also took significant action 
Tuesday night to help homeless dogs and cats in Williston. 
     As for the slummy-looking parts of Williston, one of them, known as Block 12, was 
proposed for an easy short-term solution for some of the ugliness of the front parts of 
those buildings. 
     But that quick fix was all but shot down Tuesday night. 
     City Councilwoman Debra Jones, and Sharon Brannon, who is a member of the 
Williston Board of Adjustments and Code Enforcement, suggested using power-washing 
and new paint to improve those storefronts. 
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     Brannon said there are “disgraceful conditions” for the structures across the street 
from City Hall. 
     City Council President Charles Goodman said he felt the potential for using taxpayer 
dollars to spruce up that property would open the door for other privately owned 
business interests to expect the same level of service. 
     Brannon said this property is among those in the Community Redevelopment Area, 
which merits special attention to overcome the scene that turns interested business 
investors away. 
     After spending a relatively long time discussing past failures of convincing those 
business owners to even go 50-50 with the Community Redevelopment Agency to 
upgrade the property over the past decades, the end result was the City Council reaching 
consensus in urging City Planner Jackie Gorman to continue working toward that goal. 
     Gorman led the discussion in past failures of the CRA being able to implement a 
façade grant. In general, these grants have requirements -- Must be a retail and / or 
targeted commercial property; Applicant must be the owner of the property; 
Property must be in a participating Community Redevelopment Area; Property owner 
must be willing to match 50-50 costs up to $50,000. 
     Brannon found rough estimates from her clients – she is a Certified Public 
Accountant as well as volunteering to help the city as a member of the Zoning Board. 
For pressure washing and painting, the front, back, bricks and siding, rough estimates 
ranged up to $20,000 for the entire project. “Phase One,” just the front of the buildings 
and sidewalks were in the $4,000 t0 $6,400 ballpark of prices. 
     Bannon said these were very rough estimates she found just as a starting point. She 
even suggested starting a Go Fund Me campaign to help the business owners be able to 
improve their property. 
     She said this is an area that is “embarrassing and a disgrace” to the city. 
     She believes it should not take that long. The city just needs owners’ consent, she 
said. This is not an outrageous concept, Brannon said. Every person will be thrilled, she 
added. 
     City Council President Goodman said the “slippery slope” of the city helping private 
business improve its property by spending taxpayer dollars is not a slope he would 
endorse starting to go down. 
     Brannon said the city needs to take a stand. The city and the CRA need to step up to 
make downtown presentable, she said. 
     President Goodman said the city has never had owners agree with plans to help that 
building in the past. 
      Councilwoman said she believe it would be money well spent. 
      Gorman said she has been working on for a year and a half. 
      Jones said the zero results shown demonstrate a new tact needs to be tried. 
     Gorman said the CRA has spent many hours trying to improve the façade for that 
stretch known as Block 12. 
     Brannon and Jones said they want faster action than the years of time it will take for 
grants and agreement with owners about matching funds and the like. 
     Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson said she would like to see the city “get this ball 
rolling. It’s depressing just to look at this place.” 
     Mayor Jerry Robinson joined in Goodman’s caution to Council regarding the 
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spending of tax dollars to help private business owners. 
      Brannon said the people of Williston must go to this point of action, because the 
city’s codes are “a mess.” There is no minimum mandatory standard for appearance of 
business structures, Brannon said. 
     Williston City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr., who was addressing the City 
Council via teleconference as a best practice for COVID-19 pandemic procedures, said 
overcoming blight like this usually is accomplished through a façade grant. 
     Eventually, the Williston City Council asked City Planner Gorman to continue to work 
with owners of buildings in Block 12. 
     On another blight-oriented issue, the City Council voted 4-0, after a very lengthy 
discussion, to reduce fines from $56,450 to $4,500. 
     Daily fines of $50 a day began accruing on Feb. 26, 2017 on property then owned by 
Jerry Venable by the Williston Code Enforcement Office because the property at 18 S.E. 
Second Ave. constituted a hazardous land/dangerous building. 
     That property was sold after property taxes were not paid. 
     It became on a list of 11 properties the city planned to foreclose upon and take 
possession of due to failure to pay fines. 
     Nicola Powell bought the property in an auction on the Levy County Courthouse steps 
for back taxes. She wants to sell the property to Debra Turcott of Archer. The woman 
asked the City Council for lien forgiveness. 
     After another very long discussion, on a motion by Vice President Justin Head, 
seconded by Councilwoman Robinson, the members present voted 4-0 to reduce the 
lien to $4,500, and to start foreclosure action on the property if Powell and Turcott fail 
to complete their planned sale. 
     Turcott said she wanted to develop the property, but the city liens were too high for 
her to invest in the property. Hence, the 4-0 vote to help that action. Since Powell has 
already brought the property up to minimal standards for code enforcement, there are 
no more fines. 
     Discussion after the 4-0 vote showed President Goodman stating he would have 
voted “No” if he thought the $4,500 lien was too much for the buyer and seller to absorb 
in their deal. 
     What would have happened if the city chose to keep its $56,450 lien, would be the 
city foreclosing and becoming the owner of the property worth in the $20,000 range 
currently. That land would then be off the tax rolls and it would be city property. 
     The city will still move forward with foreclosure on the property for $4,500 unless 
that lien is paid. 
     In other action, Dayna Miller of Waste Pro agreed to extend the city’s contract until 
the end of the fiscal year – Sept. 30. The contract for Waste Pro for waste/recycle pick-
up in the city ends July 31. 
     Given that the city lacks a city manager, Miller said she will work with the interim city 
manager and the next city manager to serve the city until a new contract offer can be 
made, which would be effective Oct. 1 if the city renews with Waste Pro. 
     The motion to accept the offer was made by Councilwoman Jones and seconded by 
Councilwoman Robinson, and passed 4-0. As noted earlier in this story, Councilman 
Ross was absent. 
     In another matter, Interim City Manager Strow told the City Council that $75,000 
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has been budgeted to start a new animal shelter in the city, near to the Williston 
Municipal Airport on city property. 
     Strow said a tax-exempt nonprofit group has been formed and he asked the city to 
transfer $75,000 from the city to an account opened by Williston Community Animal 
Shelter Inc. 
     According to Bizapedia, that company has six principals on record. The principals are 
Stan Berry from Reddick, and Wayne Carson, Penny Lewis, Renee Nipper, Catherine 
Robinson and Sue Ellen Goodman, all from Williston. 
     Nipper is the president of the nonprofit group. 
     Answering Vice President Head, Strow said Armstrong Homes has agreed to be the 
contractor to build the future animal shelter, which has agreed to do the work at cost as 
well as to donate the sitework. 
     President Goodman said the plans have been fully drawn for the shelter. Goodman, 
whose wife is the treasurer for the non-profit group, said he was part of the group but 
that he is no longer part of the group. 
     Strow said the project is close to breaking ground to start construction. 
     In answering a question from Head, Treasurer Sue Ellen Goodman said there has 
been $24,000 donated from Bob Echols to start this project. She intimated that Levy 
Animal Friends has been helpful in starting the process for the new non-profit to 
become an entity. That help happened before Williston Community Animal Shelter Inc. 
came into existence as a tax-free entity, she inferred. 
     Sue Ellen Goodman said Echols has been helping the effort as well by his donation of 
$24,000 to start. 
     To read a story, see videos and photos about how Echols has helped Levy County with 
its new dog kennels click HERE. 
     Echols is also the main funding force that led to the creation of The Cat Room at Levy 
County Animal Services. 
     City Council President Goodman asked his wife Treasurer Goodman what would 
happen if the city provides the $75,000 it has budgeted for the city animal shelter, 
which is being built to help the unfortunate dogs and cats of Williston, and which 
animals are abandoned or are strays, and that structure does not get built. 
     President Goodman then asked City Attorney Koberlein if there is a contract needed 
for this project, so that the tax-exempt group cannot spend the $75,000 on anything 
other than the building of this exact animal shelter structure. 
     Koberlein said it would be wise to have conditions and to memorialize those 
conditions in writing, so that the $75,000 would be returned to the city within a certain 
time after that money was given to this group for the purpose of funding construction 
alone. 
     There could be a caveat, as well, Koberlein said, that the city will pay invoices rather 
than giving $75,000 in advance to Williston Community Animal Shelter Inc. 
     Koberlein said in this instance, the city would be providing a conditional grant – and 
that is in comparison with the city giving a “gift” of $75,000 to Williston Community 
Animal Shelter Inc. 
     The city attorney encouraged the City Council to impose a time limit, which could be 
extended, regarding when the structure is to be completely built. 
     President Goodman, who is a well-versed and licensed contractor, said he felt the 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/6-17-20-new-dog-kennel-is-a-testament-to-love.pdf
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structure could be built in six months. He wants the taxpayers of Williston protected, he 
said, so that if the Williston Community Animal Shelter Inc. leadership falls apart, or if 
the contractor cannot complete the work, then the people will have some relief. 
     Councilwoman Jones made a motion to give Williston Community Animal Shelter 
Inc. $75,000 as a conditional grant with the condition that it starts and shows 
substantial progress on building the animal shelter within one year. In the motion, 
Jones added that if Williston Community Animal Shelter Inc. fails to meet the condition, 
the money must be returned to the city of Williston. 
     Councilwoman Robinson seconded Jones’ motion and there was a 4-0 vote of 
approval. 
     The City Council continued to perform other actions in the meeting that went well 
into Tuesday night, after starting at 6 p.m. No City Council members or staff were seen 
wearing face coverings to reduce the odds of spreading COVID-19, despite the Florida 
Department of Health urging people to perform this simple act. It is easy to see, 
although sometimes things must be stated, that county and municipal leaders in Levy 
County are showing a failure to lead by example in this regard. 

 


