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County Commission moves 

toward approval of next annual special 

assessments; 

EMS annual fee may go from $116 to $171 per 

residence 

 
In this HardisonInk.com filed photo, Levy County Development Director Ben 

Maxson speaks to the County Commission om June about development matters. 

On Tuesday morning, he again helped the people of Levy County with development 

issues. 
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     BRONSON – Residential taxpayers in Levy County now stand the potential of seeing the 

special assessment for ambulance service increase from $116 a year to $171 a year because of a 

4-1 vote Tuesday morning (July 7). 

     This fee does not cover the cost for a person injured and taken by Levy County EMS to a 

hospital in Gainesville or Ocala. For instance, transport for emergency surgery due to a 

shattered wrist with a compound fracture (bone going through the skin), cost $750 for the ride 

from downtown Chiefland to North Florida Regional Medical Center in Gainesville. 

     The $171 proposed annual fee simply makes ambulances available in Levy County 24-hours-

a-day every day, although there are times when there are no ambulances in Levy County because 
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they are all at hospitals in Alachua County, and there are times when an ambulance may take 

between 15 minutes and a half hour to reach a caller. 

     Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks was the lone dissenter in the vote of approval for the 

Preliminary EMS Tax Assessment Rate Resolution, where the annual fee would become $171 – 

up from the current $116. 

     This preliminarily proposed fee is anticipated to generate enough revenue to operate the Levy 

County Department of Public Safety’s EMS Division daily for one year, according to Levy County 

Department of Public Safety Director James “Mitch” Harrell. 

     Voting in favor of this rate hike were Chairman Matt Brooks, Vice Chairman Mike Joyner and 

county commissioners John Meeks and Rock Meeks, and as noted, with Commissioner Rooks 

dissenting. 

     County Coordinator Wilbur Dean explained the $171 fee is 100 percent of the amount 

recommended by the company hired to conduct research to determine rates for this service by 

the county. The county has imposed assessment fees lower than 100 percent in the past for EMS 

transport service, Dean said, and that has been subsidized by the General Fund or reserves. If 

the County Commission approves a special assessment that shows a shortfall for this budget 

year, there may be a need to tap the General Fund because the reserves are not as full as they 

once were, Dean intimated. 

     The EMS assessment, like the other special tax assessments, is at this point preliminary. 

There are going to be public hearings before this part of the annual taxes for property owners in 

Levy County is adopted. Dean noted this preliminary rate can be reduced but it cannot be 

increased as the County Commission adopts its budget for the coming year. 

     All of the County Commission members clearly know that state sales tax revenue is down 

from the COVID-19 pandemic’s effect on the state economy. Likewise, there were some 

expressions of belief that some people who lost jobs from the pandemic are not going to be able 

to pay property taxes. 

     As for two other resolutions endorsing preliminary special assessments on Levy County 

taxpayers, there were 5-0 votes in favor of the following. 

     Currently at $129 per residence this year, the annual special assessment for residential fire 

was preliminarily set again at $129 per improved residential property. 

     Another unanimous 5-0 vote was to keep the $116 fee for each dwelling unit for Solid Waste 

and Recovered Materials disposal services. One person complained about the $166 annual fee 

during the meeting Tuesday morning, however County Commissioner John Meeks helped her 

remember how the county instituted three satellite transfer collection stations in the county  as 

well as other aspects of the county’s meeting of its duties for solid waste collection and recycling 

programs.    

     In another matter Tuesday morning, the County Commission unanimously approved a 

request of a hardship variance (for Delana Keller to allow a second dwelling for Keller to care for 

her sister. 

     This matter was brought before the County Commission by Levy County Development 

Director Ben Maxson, with a recommendation of approval. 

     Another building and development issue that saw a 5-0 vote of approval was Magnolia 

Ridge’s preliminary plat being approved for Edward J. Rick and Kelly A. This property is a single 

lot that required approval for development. 

     Also, Maxson brought forth the final plat for Lot 4, Block A, Bronson Oaks. It gained a 5-0 

vote of County Commission approval. 

     This replat was approved for Everett Pearce. It amounted to parcels re-platted as part of the 
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process to be allowed to build a residence. 

     Discussion about this issue showed people are asking surveyors to subdivide property, but the 

property owners are not conducting the necessary research to see that they cannot develop the 

property they subdivided, due to the creation of a lack of access roads as well some other 

planned growth management issues – resulting from them subdividing property into smaller 

lots. 

     For some reason, property owners are not carrying through with due diligence to assure their 

choice to divide parcels will produce the outcome they intend, according to what was mentioned 

during the meeting. 

     The County Commission approved a couple of management level promotions and set salaries 

on Tuesday. Those were the promotion of Jessie Durrance to Road Construction 

Superintendent, where the County Commission set his annual salary at $62,420.80; and the 

promotion of Benjamin Maxson to Building Official, where they set the annual salary at 

$75,004.80. 

     As well as caring for county employees, the County Commission acted to further help animals 

that become under the care of Levy County Animal Services. 

     Dr. Darlene Esler, DVM and supervisor of LCAS sought direction in this regard. Cats, dogs 

and other animals are brought to LCAS as owners abandon them, or they are captured as strays. 

The LCAS takes extraordinary steps to have them adopted or provided to rescue groups, 

although some are killed. 

     After the Tuesday morning meeting, County Commission Chairman Brooks explained that 

LCAS has been striving to have stronger and more enforceable ordinances to deal with people 

who are cruel to animals, Brooks said. 

     There is a movement by animal lovers for stiffer penalties for animal abuse in Levy County, 

he said. 

     Brooks said the plan now is to have county staff, including County Attorney Anne Bast-Brown 

and County Veterinarian Dr. Esler, work to create a draft ordinance related to animal abuse in 

the county, and penalties for violating the ordinance. 

     Chairman Brooks said the county will be seeking input from law enforcement professionals, 

as well as prosecutors and judges to form a better ordinance that can be enforced successfully. 

As another aspect of this ordinance revision, Brooks said the County Commission will solicit 

input from the public for a period. 

     Chairman Brooks said HardisonInk.com will be provided the means to inform the people 

about that when it happens. 

     In other news that shows even better days coming for the animals in Levy County, the LCAS is 

going to be open each Saturday starting Sept. 5, Brooks said. 

     During this six-month trial period the LCAS will open at 8 a.m. and close at 1 p.m. on 

Saturdays. People have asked the County Commission to offer Saturday hours. This six-month 

trial will determine if that is a good option for the county. 

     Dr. Esler also spoke about the new facility for dogs at LCAS, which has been reported. 

     On a matter of for people who use a road in the Turkey Town area, there is hope for paving 

within the next one to three years. 

     As for those travelers on Levy County Road 347 between U.S. Alt 27 and U.S. Highway 19, 

Levy County Procurement Coordinator Alicia Tretheway requested the Levy County Board of 

County Commissioners to review the recommendation of the top three proposers as 

recommended by the Engineering Services for CR347 Widening and Resurfacing Professional 

Services Committee for the determination of final award, and authorize negotiation of an 
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agreement with the successful proposer. 

     Chairman Brooks and Levy County Road Department Administrative Office Manager Alice 

LaLonde explained just after the meeting that thanks to the Florida Department of 

Transportation’s Small County Outreach Program funding. The project has a final paving date of 

Dec. 31, 2023 at the latest. 

     LaLonde said the project may be completely paved in as few as the next 12 months. 

     Regarding another matter for the public, Chairman Brooks read a public comment from a 

Morriston resident who sent an email to note that he believes the county needs better Internet 

service. Brooks read the comments at start of meeting, during one of the two times when public 

comments about non-agenda items are sought. 


