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Hurricane Isaias Is 

Forecast To Have Little 

Impact On Tri-County 

Area 
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As of the 11 a.m. report today (Friday, July 31), 

the Tampa Bay (Ruskin) National Weather 

Service's Weather Forecast Office noted 

Hurricane Isaias is a Category 1 Hurricane with 

75 mph winds. West Central Florida (the Tri-

County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties 

by extension) are not in the forecast cone of 

uncertainty. In a 2:09 p.m. email from Levy 

County Emergency Management Assistant Director David Peaton noted, in part, "Levy County can expect the 

normal summertime weather pattern. We do want people to remember that even though we are not expecting 

significant impacts, that doesn't mean people should just ignore it. Some gusty winds could potentially still 

cause some sporadic power outage issues and downed trees. As with any storm that we have in Florida, we 

never let our guard down and are always ready to activate should the storm path change unexpectedly." 
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All state-supported COVID-19 testing sites 

temporarily close for 

Potential Tropical Cyclone Nine 

By the Florida Department of Health Office of Communications 

Published July 30, 2020 at 6:10 a.m. 

     TALLAHASSEE – Yesterday (Wednesday, July 29), the Florida Division of Emergency Management 

(FDEM) announced that all state-supported drive-through and walk-up COVID-19 testing sites will 

temporarily close at 5 p.m. today (Thursday, July 30) in anticipation of impacts from Potential Tropical 

Cyclone Nine. 

 nd attending the sites safe. All sites have free-standing structures including tents and other equipment, which 

cannot withstand tropical storm force winds, and could cause damage to people and property if not secured. 

     Potential Tropical Cyclone Nine is expected to impact Florida with heavy rains and strong winds arriving to 

South Florida as early as Friday (July 31). 

     All sites will remain closed until they are safe to reopen, with all sites anticipated to be reopened at the latest 

by 8 a.m., Wednesday, Aug. 5. 

     For information about COVID-19 in Florida, visit https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/. 

     Publisher’s Note: As a result, test results will show significant decline in confirmed active cases of 

COVID-19 in Florida from the period of July 29 through Aug. 5, but then those results are likely going to reflect 

a significant increase as free state-supported testing resumes. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/


HardisonInk.com 
Storm track shows need for local attention  - be 

prepared 
Tropical Storm Isaias 

The probable path of forecast tropical storm strength winds provided by the National Weather 

Service at 2 a.m. on Thursday (July 30) 

shows a slight shift to the east in 

comparison with the forecast from 

Wednesday night. 

Graphic Provided By National Weather Service 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 30, 2020 at 9:10 

a.m. 

     BRONSON -- An 2 a.m. Thursday (July 30), the 

National Weather Service had named Tropical 

Storm Isaias and there was a slight shift in the 

forecast track to the east -- from the path forecast 

the night before. 

     "We are still planning on some heavy rainfall and 

strong winds along the coast over the weekend," 

Levy County Emergency Management Assistant 

Director David Peaton had noted Wednesday (July 

29) morning. "There is still a high uncertainty in 

the rain forecast due to the uncertainty of the track of the storm. It still has a poorly defined center which is 

making it more difficult to nail down the exact track." 

     Among the first things people may consider now is to continue preparing for the possibilities of strong 

winds, power outages, localized heavy rain with the potential for flooding, and areas along the coast should 

make sure that their property near the water is secured. 

     This warning about coastline property owners especially is important should the National Weather Service 

inform Levy County, Dixie County and other Gulf of Mexico coastal counties of an increased likelihood of storm 

surge. 

     "If people still have not signed up for the Levy County Emergency Notification System, they should make 

sure that they are registered by visiting https://www.levydisaster.com/," Peaton added. "As of now, we are still 

not anticipating the need for any evacuations or sheltering." 

     Everyone should have a disaster plan ready to use. 

     For instance, have enough water, food, medicine, pet supplies, insurance documentation and the like as can 

be found on https://levydisaster.com/ to be prepared for storms or other disasters. 

     Also, as noted in this archived story sponsored by Sheffield's Pump Service, Gainesville Roofing and Tri-

County Saw Shop, people can print a hurricane tracking map as well as "Everything Ready To Go" and "For The 

Pets Too" lists. That archived piece can be viewed by clicking HERE. 

     Readers are reminded to stay alert to instructions from the emergency management offices for their counties 

– Levy County Emergency Management, Gilchrist County Emergency Management and Dixie County 

Emergency Services – Emergency Management Division. 
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