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School 
Board 
members 
don’t wear 
masks 

 
A couple of people not 
wearing facemasks 
speak with School 
Board Member Brad 
Etheridge, who is also 
not wearing a facemask. 
Medical professionals in Florida say COVID-19 can be spread from an 
infected person speaking to another person as a result of the virus carrying 
from the virus’ host to the receiver on small particles of moisture that emit 
from the mouth when a person is breathing or speaking. This scene was 
captured before the start of the School Board meeting on Wednesday (July 
29). None of these three people indicated they have COVID-19, however 
people can carry the disease and spread it without showing symptoms at the 
time, according to scientists who have studied biology and have become 
professionals in medicine. 
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     BRONSON – None of the four Levy County School Board members in attendance at 
the late Wednesday afternoon (July 29) special meeting to adopt the annual school 
calendar wore facemasks. 
Levy County 
Superintendent of 
Schools Jeff 
Edison (left and 
without a 
facemask) speaks 
to the School 
Board, all of whom 
which were more 
than six feet away, 
although everyone 
was in the closed 
space of that small 
meeting room for 
more than an hour. 
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(from left) School Board members Brad Etheridge, Cameron Asbell, Chris 
Cowart and Paige Brookins are seen without facemasks late Wednesday 
afternoon, when they met with about 30 other people in a small, closed 
space for more than an hour. 
  
    School Board Member Ashley Breeden Clemenzi attended, listened, spoke and voted 
via teleconference, away from the meeting room. 
     As noted by medical professionals at the Florida Department of Health, when those 
scientists issued a public health advisory that remains active, “Residents are advised to 
wear masks in public and to socially distance. Avoid crowds, closed spaces and close 
contact.” 
     As School Board Member Chris Cowart entered the meeting room not wearing face-
covering to reduce the spread of COVID-19 on July 29, he walked up to School Board 
Member Brad Etheridge, who was seated, and shook hands with Etheridge. Both men 
exchanged verbal greetings as well. 
     On July 13, Cowart had noted on his Facebook page “My family has officially become 
a COVID statistic. As of Thursday (July 9), I entered the 14 day COVID-19 self-isolation 
protocol. Late Thursday/early Friday, I began experiencing symptoms, which led me to 
go get tested. Although I do not have my test results yet, we do have a confirmed positive 
case in our household; therefore, I have been exposed.” 
     There was some irony in the small, confined, closed space of the Levy County School 
Board meeting room on July 29. About 30 people were in that relatively small room, 
despite the Florida Department of Health’s active advisory about spreading COVID-19 
in Florida. 
     Information shared at this special meeting showed the School Board had delayed the 
start of the school year from Aug. 10 to Aug. 17 – due to COVID-19. 
     Also during this meeting, there was some discussion about the three options available 
for parents, who are concerned about their children spreading COVID-19, to choose for 
their children to either attend in-person daily, learn completely away from the 
classrooms with other children, or have a mixed version of traditional and virtual 
learning. 
     Training for administrators, faculty, janitorial staff and bus drivers, in relation to 
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COVID-19 was discussed at this special meeting as well. 
     Other School Board members not wearing masks at the meeting were Chair Paige 
Brookins and School Board Member Cameron Asbell. 
     Levy County Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison did not wear a facemask, 
although Administrative Assistant Angela Hogan, who was sitting next to him at the 
meeting was wearing a facemask. 
 

 
Lt. Max Long of the Levy County Sheriff’s Office (at left) demonstrates 
proper pandemic hygiene by wearing a facemask when in a confined space 
with several people. This relatively easy method for reducing the odds of 
spreading COVID-19 reflects professionalism and care for other humans’ 
lives, as Lt. Long is relatively well-known to have shown his professionalism 
and care for other humans before, is showing now and probably will show 
by his actions in the future. 
 
     Levy County Sheriff’s Office Lt. Max Long was wearing a facemask. Levy County 
Sheriff Bobby McCallum recently told the Levy County Commission that some of his 
staff had caught COVID-19, and were therefore unable to be in situations where they 
might spread the diseases to others. 

 


