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Cowart denies allegations from 
Lawrence 

 
School Board Chair Paige Brookins (seated) listens to School Board 
Member Chris Cowart as he expresses his opinion and reasons to believe 
that accusations lodged against him by Jerry Lawrence are unfounded and 
should be ignored. 
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     BRONSON – At a special meeting of the Levy County School Board late Wednesday 
afternoon (July 29) School Board Member Chris Cowart took the opportunity to 
announce his denial of allegations made against him by another man who is running for 
Levy County superintendent of schools. 
  

https://youtu.be/bJjfwjBVnF8 
In this video, Levy County School Board Member Chris Cowart says he lives 
in District 2 as he has for several years, and he has done nothing wrong in 
regard to claiming Homestead Exemption from property he co-owns with 
his former wife Molly Cowart. 

 
     The special meeting, scheduled to approve or reject the proposed Levy County School 
Year 2020-2021 Calendar, including the start date of public school in Levy County on 
Aug. 17, did not show on the agenda a chance for public input. 



HardisonInk.com 
     Nevertheless, School Board Chair Paige Brookins asked for any commentary from the 
public near the outset of the meeting, just as she would at a regular School Board 
meeting. That is when Cowart gave his speech. 
     Jerry Lawrence, a No Party Affiliate candidate for the school superintendent post, has 
complained to the Florida Commission on Ethics that Cowart lives outside the District 2 
zone. The Ethics Commission ruled it has no jurisdiction over the issue and therefore 
did not address it. 
     Lawrence also has noted he believes Cowart misrepresented the truth in regard to 
Cowart’s benefit from Homestead Exemption when, according to Lawrence, Cowart 
does not live at an address of property owned by Cowart and his former wife Molly 
Cowart. 
     Residency for election and candidacy purposes, Cowart said, is very straightforward. 
     Cowart said his residence for all intents and purposes, including voting, and running 
for office and serving as the Levy County School Board District 2 member -- always has 
been in District 2. 
     He told the School Board and others at the meeting, that he co-owns a residence at 
773 Fifth St. in Cedar Key with his former wife Molly Cowart. 
      Cowart said that up until his 2011 divorce from his wife, they both lived in that 
house. 
     “Subsequent to my divorce,” Cowart said, “I remained in the house until 2016. Since 
2016, I have resided at the in-district residence of 10251 Southwest State Road 24, Cedar 
Key.” 
     Cowart added he always has intended to return to the Fifth Street residence after the 
graduation from high school of his and Molly’s daughter, and his marital settlement 
agreement allowed him to return to that property as a resident. 
     For the past several years, Cowart added, he has cared for his aging parents, 
including his father who underwent open heart surgery in 2016. In 2018, both of 
Cowart’s parents were in a crash and they were hospitalized with major medical issues, 
he said, and his mother has since died. 
     As for Homestead Exemption, Cowart said it is allowed because his wife lived in the 
Fifth Street residence, as best as she can recollect into early 2019. 
     Cowart said Lawrence went outside the realm of politics, in his opinion, by bringing 
this complaint to the Florida Commission on Ethics, and by Lawrence requesting the 
School Board censure Cowart for living outside District 2 – and asking the School Board 
to seek Cowart’s immediate resignation for that reason. 
     Cowart said that he has chosen so far to not seek monetary compensation from 
Lawrence, which Cowart asserted is his statutory right, for the attorney fees Cowart 
spent to defend himself from the complaint with the Florida Commission on Ethics, as 
well as to seek whatever costs or damage Cowart feels any false accusations may have 
caused him. 
     “However, I cannot assure I will not seek such a remedy for any future frivolous 
actions,” Cowart added. 
     Cowart said his announcement Wednesday was the extent of his choice to discuss this 
matter. If Lawrence wants to discuss or debate matters related to education in Levy 
County, then Cowart will participate in that. 
     “However,” Cowart said, “if Mr. Lawrence intends to waste more time, resources and 
efforts on non-issues, including my residence, juvenile name-calling, selective video 
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editing, or other fake news, he will receive no response from myself.” 
     Cowart, who is the Republican candidate facing fellow Republican incumbent Levy 
County Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison, asked the other School Board members 
to ignore Lawrence’s request to censure him. 
     “To the journalists who have covered this,” Cowart said, “I appreciate your 
professionalism, and thank you for all you do for our communities and our school 
district.” 
     Cowart also expressed his apology to his fellow Levy County School Board members 
and the people of Levy County to have to deal with “this non-issue,” instead of 
concentrating on how to move forward into the school year. 
     Cowart, who gave the opening prayer at this special School Board meeting before 
everyone said the Pledge of Allegiance, said he is appreciative of all of the people who 
have reached out and told him they are praying for him and his family. 
     “I leave you with this Mr. Lawrence,” Cowart said as he concluded his six-plus 
minutes of speaking on the topic. “I pray for you daily, along with (praying daily for) our 
schools and our local leaders.” 


