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     CHIEFLAND – Once the scene for the Annual Watermelon Festival, the Christmas Festival, 

the Martin Luther King Festival and also as a landing pad for emergency medical helicopters, 

the park on the west side of Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) and north of The Deer Camp is being 

seen as a place that should be sold. 

     Chiefland City Commissioner Norman Weaver said the cost for the city to keep that lawn 

mowed is one reason the city should sell it. He said the city spends $4,000 a year on employee 

time and equipment to mow that lawn. 

     And although there is vacant space in buildings right there in downtown southern Chiefland, 

Weaver thinks that the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce can somehow find a developer to wipe 

out the park, pave it and add buildings. 

     Weaver does not want a pizza shop or a gas station. Instead, Weaver’s plan to help southern 

Chiefland flourish is to find a business that will employ people. That business can buy the land 

and develop it. 

     Obviously, Weaver presented no details to the dream of Chiefland’s future metro downtown. 

However, Weaver assured everyone that the big toll road possibly slated to slice through 

Chiefland will happen and bring prosperity to this rural city. By selling the park to a developer, 

Weaver thinks that will create business growth downtown by some unknown entity that will find 

the workforce in this city eager to accept jobs. 

     His idea was not on the agenda at the Monday night (July 27) meeting, but City Manager 

Mary Ellzey said she will conduct research regarding the sale of that land to the city to 

determine if there is any requirement for it to remain a park. Ellzey told Weaver she would have 

that information for the next meeting of the Chiefland City Council – Aug. 10 starting at 6 p.m. 

in Chiefland City Hall. 

     The City Commission named that park Trailhead Park after the death of former Mayor Teal 

Pomeroy, and the city has had leaders speak about developing it more for parks and recreation 

in the recent past – rather than Weaver’s idea of the city selling land that is currently open for 

the general public to use. 

     There have even been drawings of a proposal for that development, however that option was 

not mentioned during Weaver’s rant about the city making money. 

     As for festivals, Weaver said all of those can be moved to Buie Park or Strickland Park. 

     Vice Mayor Tim West said he is in favor of more ideas to find more revenue for the city. West 

mentioned Williston’s franchise fees from selling of electricity and natural gas to its residents 

and businesses. Municipal electric providers generally have the highest per-kilowatt rates, in 

contrast with investor-owned utilities like Duke Energy Florida, or rural electric co-ops like 

Central Florida Electric Cooperative. 

     Mayor Chris Jones made a vague comment about his standing up for southern Chiefland 

development, but he provided no details at the meeting. 

     Weaver suggested to City Commissioner Marissa Mainwearing that Suncoast Federal Credit 

Union, based in Tampa, might want to move its offices from the Walmart shopping center area 

to a new building in downtown Chiefland. 

     In actual action from the meeting Monday night, the City Commission agreed to renew an 

annual contract with City Manager Ellzey. 


