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     BRONSON -- David Weatherford, the director of Levy County Animal Services, sent a July 

16 email to people as part of the process that has started to revise and improve animal control 

ordinances in Levy County. 

     It is at the direction of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners, that Weatherford, 

the LCAS staff members, and Levy County Attorney Anne Bast Brown, with input from other 

Levy County employees, have drafted ordinances and resolutions for an overall revision of 

county regulations governing animal control. 

     Weatherford provided a summary of those revisions as part of the planned enhanced public 

participation process for review and adoption of the ordinances and resolutions. 

      This originally involved an informal public meeting with county staff and representatives 

from law enforcement prior to the more formal public hearings and agenda items at a County 

Commission meeting, Weatherford noted. 

     With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Weatherford noted, there is a concern that a 

planned informal meeting would not allow for enough public attendance or participation. 

     Therefore, he noted in the July 16 email, "the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 

directed LCAS to set out a new process for public participation in the review and consideration 

of ordinances and resolutions for animal control." 

     Part of the new process includes public meetings before the County Commission at its new 

meeting location at the Levy County Annex, 310 School St., in Bronson. This is the auditorium in 

the former Bronson High School, behind the Levy County Courthouse. 

     This County Commission meeting room includes designated seating marked to accommodate 

for social distancing. 

     Weatherford noted that due to the risks of exposure to COVID-19 from public gatherings, 

some participants may not feel comfortable attending a public meeting with a number of other 

people in attendance. 

     "If this is the case, the new process provides several points at which you can provide 

comments on the ordinances and resolutions in writing, without attending any public meetings," 

Weatherford noted. "In addition, the process allows you to listen in to the County Commission's 

meetings by phone (listen only mode). We want to be sure that all are safe, while still providing 

for participation in the public process." 

     Weatherford said he would like to have an idea of the number of people who are interested in 

attending County Commission meetings in person. 

 

     CONTACT INFORMATION (for questions and participation in process) 

 Levy County Animal Services 

Department 

 P.O. Box 61 

 12055 NE 69th Lane 

 Bronson, FL 32621 

 Phone Number: 352-486-5138 

 Email:  animalservices@levycounty.org 

 Levy County Board of County 

Commissioners 

 P.O. Box 310 

 310 School Street 

 Bronson, FL 32621 

 Phone Number: 352-486-5218, ext. 1 

 Email: levybocc@levycounty.org

mailto:animalservices@levycounty.org
mailto:levybocc@levycounty.org
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 Board of County Commissioners Meetings 

 Meeting Location:  Auditorium, 310 School St., Bronson 

 Conference Call Information for BCC meetings: 

       Conference Call-in Number: 1-312-757-3121 

       Conference Call Access Code: 442-460-677 

             BCC Meeting Conference Call-in lines will be muted; listen only capability 

     Following is a Summary of Process for Public Participation, Review and Adoption of Animal 

Control Ordinances and Resolutions. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 This enhanced process for public participation in the review/consideration of the ordinances 

and resolutions for animal control now will involve the following steps: 

     1. LCAS will send out an email with draft ordinances-resolutions to animal rescue groups and 

other individuals who are known to LCAS to be interested in animal control issues. Anyone can 

contact LCAS to be added to the email list. Comments on the ordinances/resolutions are 

welcome. 

     2. Comments on the ordinances and resolutions may be submitted to LCAS in writing by 

email or by letter at the contact information set forth above. Comments may be provided by 

phone, however written comments are encouraged since telephone conversations may not be 

interpreted or reflected accurately. Comments will be received for 30 days after the date Email 

#1 is originally sent by LCAS. 

     3. After the 30-day comment period, LCAS and the County Attorney will review and consider 

the comments submitted. LCAS and the County Attorney will prepare new drafts of the 

ordinances and resolutions in response to comments received. 

     4. The draft ordinances and resolutions prepared as the result of the 30-day comment period 

will be emailed (“Email #2”) to the same list of recipients as Email #1, plus any additional 

people who have requested to be added to the email list. 

     5. Approximately 14-21 days after new drafts of the ordinances and resolutions have been sent 

to the email recipient list with Email #2, there will be a public workshop before the County 

Commission at the County Commission Meeting Location noted above. The date of the County 

Commission workshop will be noted in Email #2 and will be posted with the County 

Commission agenda for that date on the County Commission website.  

     6. Comments on the draft ordinances and resolutions sent out with Email #2 may be 

provided in person at the County Commission public workshop. For those who are not able or 

do not want to attend the County Commission public workshop, or who do not wish to speak at 

the County Commission public workshop, comments may be submitted by email to either the 

LCAS or the County Commission email address noted above up to the day prior to the County 

Commission workshop. Emails submitted up to the day prior to the County Commission public 

workshop will be read into the record at the workshop. 

     7. For those who are not able or do not want to attend the County Commission public 

workshop in person, a listen-only conference call phone line for the County Commission 

meeting will be available. The conference call number and access code are noted above. 

     8. After the County Commission public workshop, LCAS and the County Attorney will draft 

any additional revisions to the ordinances or resolutions as directed by the BCC. 

     9. Once any revisions to the ordinances or resolutions resulting from the County Commission 

public workshop are drafted, LCAS and the County Attorney will communicate with the State 
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Attorney and the County Judge to obtain additional comments and input on the ordinances or 

resolutions. 

     10. LCAS and the County Attorney will consider the comments and input from the State 

Attorney and County Judge and prepare final drafts of the ordinances and resolutions. These 

final drafts will be emailed to the recipients of Email #1 and Email #2 (“Email #3”), plus any 

additional people who have requested to be added to the email list. 

     11. Approximately 14-21 days after the final drafts of the ordinances and resolutions have 

been sent to the email recipient list with Email #3, there will be a BCC meeting at which the 

County Commission will conduct public hearings to consider the ordinances and regular agenda 

items to consider the resolutions (“BCC Adoption Meeting”). the County Commission Adoption 

Meeting will be held at the County Commission Meeting Location noted above. The date of the 

County Commission Adoption Meeting will be noted in Email #3 and will be advertised as 

required by law and posted on the County Commission website with the County Commission 

agenda for that meeting.  

     12. Comments on the final draft ordinances sent out with Email #3 may be provided in person 

at the public hearings for those ordinances to be held during the County Commission Adoption 

Meeting. Comments on the final draft resolutions sent out with Email #3 may be provided in 

person during the public comment portion of the County Commission Adoption Meeting. For 

those who are not able or do not want to attend the County Commission Adoption Meeting, or 

who do not wish to speak at the County Commission Adoption Meeting, comments may be 

submitted by email to either the LCAS or the County Commission email address noted above up 

to the day prior to the County Commission Adoption Meeting. Emails submitted up to the day 

prior to the County Commission Adoption Meeting will be read into the record at the County 

Commission Adoption Meeting. 

     13. For those who are not able or do not want to attend the County Commission Adoption 

Meeting in person, a listen-only conference call phone line for the County Commission Adoption 

Meeting will be available. The conference call number and access code are noted. 

     14. At the County Commission Adoption Meeting, the County Commission may adopt or 

revise any or all of the ordinances or resolutions governing animal control. Some revisions may 

require re-advertisement and rescheduling of public hearings. 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

     Following are the current drafts of ordinances and resolutions 

     - Ordinance Number 2020-___, providing for regulations governing animal services and 

animal control, etc. (“Animal Control Ordinance”) - This Ordinance is a draft of a complete 

rewrite of the existing County Code provisions regulating LCAS and animal control in the 

unincorporated areas of the County. It is a comprehensive document regulating some 

administrative aspects of LCAS, setting up an animal abuser registry, requiring rabies 

vaccination and spay/neuter of certain animals, requiring humane treatment of animals, 

regulating activities of dangerous dogs, and other extensive miscellaneous violations regarding 

animals. 

     - Ordinance Number 2020-___, providing for changes to the existing enforcement and fine 

schedule provisions of the County Code (“Citation/Fine Ordinance”) – This Ordinance will 

implement necessary changes to the citation provisions contained in the current County Code. It 

also adopts a new fine schedule for violations of the provisions of the Animal Control Ordinance. 

     - Resolution Number 2020-___, providing for changes to Resolution 2016-028 for changes 

to the existing Animal Services Committee for hearing appeals of dangerous dog classifications 
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and other determinations by the Director of LCAS (“Animal Services Committee Resolution”). 

This Resolution is necessary to provide for changes to the duties and operations of the Animal 

Services Committee that will address the dangerous dog provisions of the Animal Control 

Ordinance required by state statute, as well as new provisions in the Animal Control Ordinance 

for appeals of decisions of the Director of LCAS requiring sterilization of certain dogs/cats as 

provided in the Animal Control Ordinance. 

     - Resolution Number 2020-___, providing for an updated fee schedule for LCAS (“Fee 

Resolution”). 

     Among the list of fees are adoption fees, which includes spay/neuter, rabies vaccination and 

microchip. 

     Those adoption fees proposed are $55 female dog; $40 male dog; $40 female cat; and $25 

male cat. 

     Among the ordinances are civil fines, including a range from $50 for the first conviction of 

failure to vaccinate an animal against rabies to $500 for the first conviction of cruelty to an 

animal. 

     For more information or to participate in the process, send an email 

to animalservices@levycounty.org. 

mailto:animalservices@levycounty.org

