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Process to select next Williston city 
manager bogs down a little bit 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 22, 2020 at 6:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The process to select the next city manager of Williston bogged 
down a little bit Tuesday night (July 21) because City Councilwoman Marguerite 
Robinson forgot to bring the list of names she had reduced to eight. 
     Robinson apologized for her oversight and said she could drive home to retrieve the 
list. 
     Discussion by City Council President Charles Goodman, Vice President Justin Head 
and Councilwoman Debra Jones showed Goodman and Head each had a list of five 
candidates, while Jones’ list showed her top 10 picks. 
     More discussion showed Mayor Jerry Robinson had a list of five top candidates for 
next city manager of Williston, and although he has no vote in the matter, Mayor 
Robinson noted the Charter calls for the city manager to work with the mayor as well as 
the City Council. 
     No Council member objected to Mayor Robinson adding his list to the mix. 
     City Clerk Latricia Wright was then tasked with creating a list of names for the next 
regular Williston City Council meeting, which is set for Aug. 4 starting at 6 p.m. That list 
will show how many people selected various individuals. 
     It is anticipated that at the next meeting the City Council will be able to figure out 
how many candidates it wants to interview, and perhaps a scoring method to make the 
selection process as fair as possible. 
     At some point, negotiations for salary and benefits will begin with one individual and 
if that breaks down, then the City Council may go to the second choice. 
     Meanwhile, Williston Interim City Manager Dennis Strow appears to be chomping at 
the bit to return to his normal job as police chief. WPD Deputy Chief Terry Boivard 
continues serving as police chief while Chief Strow is in his city manager duties. 

 


