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The Tortoise and The Snake 

 
This still shot shows the tortoise digging. 
 
Story, Photos and Videos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 19, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 
     TRI-COUNTY AREA – Somewhere in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties on Sunday afternoon (July 19), a tortoise was filmed working. 

 
This still shot shows the gopher tortoise noticing a human approaching it, 
and then it slid very quickly down into its burrow. 
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https://youtu.be/l5LgKgYuVB0 

In this 23-second video, the gopher tortoise is seen digging, and then the 
snake that came out of the burrow is seen – perhaps expressing its dismay 
after being routed from the shade. 
 

 
This is a long view of the snake. 
 

 
One of the two snake’s eyes 
may be read as showing anger 
at being moved from the shade 
by the bigger reptile that 
created the burrow. 
 
     It was 90-plus degrees 
Fahrenheit as a foot-wide gopher 
tortoise entertained a videographer 
who was filming the reptile from a 
distance. The tortoise was at the 
entrance to its burrow. 
     This land-based species of turtle 
is in the family Testudinidae. 
     As the videographer moved a 
step closer, the gopher tortoise slide 
quickly down its preestablished 
route into its tunnel hideaway. 

     As the turtle disappeared a skinny three-foot long nonvenomous snake quickly exited 
from the big hole. The snake appeared to be upset to have been ousted from its shady 
den, however the depth of feeling for reptiles may not go beyond what is needed for 
existence and procreation. 
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     The gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) is seen in Florida as a keystone species 
because its burrows provide shelter for at least 360 other animal species, long-lived, 
terrestrial turtle found in upland habitats throughout Florida, according to the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). This keystone species digs burrows 
that are used by more than 360 other animal species, the FWC notes, including black 
pine snakes, gopher frogs, Florida mice, foxes, skunks, opossums, rabbits, quail, 
armadillos, burrowing owls, snakes, lizards, frogs, toads and many invertebrates. 
     The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) notes that gopher tortoises grow 
to be up to 15 inches long and weigh from eight to 15 pounds. 
     With their strong elephant-like back legs and front feet specialized for digging, they 
are well-adapted to burrowing. 
     Each tortoise will dig and use many burrows throughout the active season. The 
burrows can vary from three to 52 feet long and nine to 23 feet deep. 
     Gopher tortoises can live up to 80 years in the wild and more than 100 years in 
captivity. 
     Primarily herbivorous creatures, gopher tortoises eat grasses, mushrooms, saw 
palmetto berries, and prickly pear cactus pads, fruits and flowers, as well as 
blackberries, blueberries, gopher apples and other low-growing fruits. 
     Gopher tortoises spread seeds of many plants in their droppings, filling another 
important role in the ecosystem. Gopher tortoises need relatively deep, sandy, soils in 
which to burrow and open sunny sites for nesting. They thrive in longleaf pine forests 
and enjoy the same type of habitat as the endangered red-cockaded woodpecker, 
according to the FWs. 
     The gopher tortoise is threatened by predation and habitat destruction, the FWC and 
FWS noted. 
     Habitat destruction is a significant threat to gopher tortoises. Threats to the gopher 
tortoise also include habitat fragmentation and degradation, predation, inadequacy of 
regulatory mechanisms, and incompatible use of herbicides in forest management and 
some silvicultural activities. 
     Gopher tortoises need large parcels of undeveloped land not fragmented by roads, 
buildings, parking lots, and other structures. Such barriers in natural habitat limit food 
availability and burrow space for tortoises, the FWS noted, plus these barriers expose 
them to closer contact with humans and their vehicles. 
     Although removing gopher tortoises from their homes is against the law, they are so 
easy to catch that some people continue to kill and eat them or keep them as pets, the 
FWS noted. 


