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Attorney seeks temporary injunction 
against state government’s bar closures; 

Levy County bar owner set to join action to show 
discrimination against bars in Florida from 
reopening 
By Jeff M. Hardison © July 16, 2020 at 8:10 a.m. 
Updated July 16, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     VOLUSIA COUNTY – Judi Yaeger, the owner of The Junction Tavern in Williston, 
said Wednesday (July 15) she currently plans to be among the hundreds of Florida bar 
owners in a $10 million class action suit against the state government. 
     Attorney Jacob A. Weil of the Weil Law Group, PA, a Florida-based law firm with 
offices in Fort Lauderdale and Altamonte Springs, created a Facebook group known as 
“Get Florida Bars Reopened (Lawsuit Group)” on June 28, according to records. 
     Beyond this social media communication device, Weil, who in a telephone interview 
late Wednesday afternoon (July 15) intimated that he will be among several Florida 
attorneys in this total action, has started by firing the first salvo in Volusia County. 
     On July 20, at approximately 10 a.m. or as soon thereafter as possible due to court 
action on that day, Seventh Judicial Circuit Court Judge Leah R. Case has scheduled 15 
minutes to hear the opening statements from Weil, wherein he is seeking a temporary 
injunction enjoining the defendants, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, in his official capacity 
as governor, and Florida Department Of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) 
Secretary Halsey Beshears, in his official capacity from their actions that: 
     ● Disallow the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises of any 
location, which does not also serve food or is licensed to serve food as described in the 
amended DBPR Order and in accordance with the governor’s Executive Order 20-71. 
     ● Disallow the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises of any 
location which derives more than 50 percent of its revenue from such sales of alcoholic 
beverages as described on Page 2, subparagraph 1, of the DBPR Order and in accordance 
with the governor’s Executive Order 20-71. 
     ● Prevents the enforcement or revocation of the operational license, liquor license, or 
any other action with an intent to induce compliance with the order, of any 
establishment which continues to serve alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises. 
     Weil seeks for Circuit Court Judge Case to enjoining the State of Florida from issuing 
any executive order with the same or similar substantive effect as the order at issue here, 
under powers claimed as the result of a State of Emergency. 
     In the papers he filed with the Seventh Judicial Circuit Court Clerk’s Office in Volusia 
County (which includes Daytona Beach), Weil noted that “If the Court does not grant the 
relief sought, the Plaintiff will suffer irreparable harm.” 
     Among the interests listed specifically so far as “the Plaintiff” are Discount Diva & 
Company Inc., doing business as (DBA) “Seaside Tavern”; Patricia Miracle as owner of 
Seaside Tavern; Caldarone Family Enterprises LLC,DBA “Sports Den Billiards & Pub;” 
Crooks Den Enterprises, LLC, DBA “Crooks Den”; and Gregory Trent as owner of 
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Crooks Den, and Sports Den and Billiards Pub. 
     In support of the motion, the Plaintiff (which as a group are “Petitioners”) submits 
the following that: 
     ● The Petitioners in this case will have an irreparable loss of income as a result of the 
inability to operate their business establishments in any profitable way. Those Bars 
which derive their income from the sale of alcohol primarily cannot simply shift to 
another model of revenue creation. 
     ● A loss of the Petitioners’ ability to pay for contracted monthly costs and expenses, 
such as rent, utilities, inventory purchased on account, staff wages, etc., resulting in a 
growing debt forcing such operations into financial ruin and eventual bankruptcy. 
     The attorney notes the potential for complete financial ruin of some of these business 
owners. Should this motion not be granted by Judge Case, a multitude of plaintiffs 
represented shall both in name, and as the class of legal person this suit proposes be 
certified, will never be able to reopen their doors. 
     The attorney notes a federal issue related to a potential function of bars. 
     “The rights to speech assembly guaranteed under the First Amendment to The United 
States Constitution will be irreparably infringed as by this action places of traditional 
gathering and discourse will be rendered inoperable due to the above noted lack of 
revenue, and as Weil further describes in a Memorandum of Law attached to the request 
for immediate injunctive relief. 
     Weil notes in his filing that the “… due process rights which the Petitioners have a 
constitutional entitlement will be infringed for a longer and more excessive period 
compounding such related damages,” as some of the suffering involved with this legal 
action to help Florida bar owners. 
     In his first action regarding this civil suit against the government, with Gov. DeSantis 
and Secretary Beshears as the leaders, with this motion for Temporary Injunctive Relief 
are the Plaintiff’s verified complaint for declaratory and injunctive relief, damages, 
attorney’s fees and a demand for a jury trial. 
     The honorable Circuit Court Judge was appointed to the bench in 2010, according to 
information on the Seventh Judicial Circuit Court’s website. 
     The notes about the judge show that before her appointment, Judge Case was deputy 
chief of Volusia County for the State Attorney's Office, Seventh Judicial Circuit and had 
16 years’ experience prosecuting criminal cases. 
     She earned her undergraduate degree at the University of Florida and her juris doctor 
degree from the UF Fredric G. Levin College of Law. She currently hears civil cases at 
the Volusia County Courthouse Annex at City Island in Daytona Beach. 
     The hearing on July 20 will be through Zoom, according to records, as a method to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
     As for Williston’s civic-minded bar owner Yaeger, who has served the community as a 
significant volunteer as well as the owner of a small business, she believes this is a good 
and proper legal action being sought. 
     Yaeger said she feels it is unfair for restaurants that serve alcoholic beverages to be 
allowed to seat up to a 50 percent capacity in Florida, while bars are shut down 
completely. 
     “I feel our (Florida bar owners’) rights are being violated,” Yaeger said, “because we 
are being discriminated against.” 
     Yaeger said she thinks the state is penalizing bar owners for some business owners 
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not having customers practice social distancing. Yaeger said she disinfects to a high 
degree and all her customers are abiding by the Florida Department of Health and the 
DBPR rules to help people reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
     “My bar is closed,” Yaeger said. “I have no income.” 
     Attorney Weil said his goal is to work with the state government to reopen bars in a 
commonsense approach that will allow these enterprises to continue while not 
endangering public health. Even before that point, though, this current alleged 
discrimination that he sees against bars in contrast with certain restaurants is clearly 
unfair and needs immediate court action for relief. 
     Weil has taken a different step, too. He is holding a roundtable discussion about this 
matter through the Facebook page named “Get Florida Bars Reopened (Lawsuit Group)” 
on July 23. He will be discussing with bar owners the standing in this action then, and 
Weil has invited Gov. DeSantis and Secretary Beshears to be involved in the discussion 
then. 
     Neither the governor nor the secretary had accepted the invitation as of Wednesday 
(July 15). 
     “This forum will be an opportunity for state and local government leaders to discuss 
with bar owners, operators, professionals and experts the effects of current policies, the 
concerns of the industry and safe, common-sense solutions to reopen Florida’s bar 
industry. This is not a hostile event, but rather an opportunity for those in charge to gain 
perspective from small business owners bearing the costs of the current policy in place,” 
a press release from Weil noted. 

 


