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Publisher continues giving voters 
insight about candidates;  

Dixie County Clerk 

By Jeff M. Hardison © July 14, 2020 at 7:10 p.m. 
    JEMLANDS – The primary election is Aug. 18 and the general election is Nov. 3. 
     Some races in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties will be 
decided in the primary next month. Voting by mail and early voting happens before 
election day. 
     Hardisonink.com owner, publisher Jeff M. Hardison plans to run information about 
candidates in the Tri-County Area. 
     “I’m a sole proprietor journalist,” Hardison said. “There are many things that take my 
time to continue the daily news website -- now in its 10th year. Meanwhile, there is a 
global pandemic affecting us all. My method is to give each candidate questions, with 
people in the same race getting the same questions. 
     “Candidate responses will be published alphabetical by last name. I am not limiting 
the candidates on numbers of words. The questions will be shown, and the candidates’ 
answers will follow. At this minute, I do not know how far I will get through the list. 
There will be other questions for the Nov. 3 races.” 
     Hardison said he is going to limit the time for candidates to respond to questions, and 
if they fail to respond within the time limits, then that will be listed as “Candidate Was 
Non-Responsive.” 
     “Deadlines are necessary,” Hardison said, “because there are too many people 
involved to not impose that restriction. The time limit is the same for all people in a 
race.” 
 

Dixie County Clerk 

Barbara “Barbie” Higginbotham 

 

     1.) Why should a person choose you as 
clerk? 
     I should be chosen because I have 18 years of 
knowledge and hands-on experience in the clerk of 
court's office, working in several divisions 
throughout the office. I have a good working 
relationship with co-workers, officials and the 
public, and I will strive to make this office run 
with courtesy and professionalism. I own and have 
operated my own successful business for the past 
eight years; so, I have a strong management 
background to bring to the office. I have a genuine 
desire to serve our community and to help the 
citizens of Dixie County. 
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     2.) How cooperative are you and your staff going to be when a journalist 
seeks records from your office? 
     A journalist will be treated exactly like any citizen that comes into the office. They will 
get our undivided attention, and he or she will be shown respect and assisted with 
whatever requests they have. 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Christie K. Johnson   

     1.) Why should a person choose 
you as clerk? 
     I have been employed with the Dixie 
County Clerk of Courts office for the last 15 
years. During that time, I have worked in 
the family law department, child support, 
circuit civil, small claims, tax deeds, 
recording, jury management, county 
criminal, circuit criminal, traffic, marriage 
license, resolutions and ordinances just to 
name a few. I also have training in clerk 
budget and finance, records retention, 
collections and disbursements, monthly and 
quarterly reporting, evidence handling, 
criminal and civil appeals, and many other 
areas. I have always been friendly and 
helpful to customers. I am familiar with the citizens and the local government of Dixie 
County and I am aware of the issues this office has faced in the past and will provide the 
training, resources, and leadership needed to improve this office to better serve Dixie 
County. 
 
     2.) How cooperative are you and your staff going to be when a journalist 
seeks records from your office? 
     Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes states that "all state, county, and municipal 
records are open for personal inspection and copying by any person. Providing access to 
public records is a duty of each agency." I feel that it is the duty of the Clerk of Courts 
and staff to accommodate any person seeking to inspect public records, uphold 
government transparency and help protect our First Amendment Rights. If elected Clerk 
I will provide the necessary training for staff in order for our office to better provide 
access to public records. 
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Jaime L. NesSmith 

     1.) Why should a person choose you as 
clerk? 
     I feel like the voters should choose me as Clerk 
for a number of reasons. I have 24 years of 
experience working as a Legal Assistant, Florida 
Registered Paralegal and now Judicial Assistant 
combined. All of these years of experience have 
been spent working here in Dixie County. While 
working as a Legal Assistant and FRP, I became 
familiar with the mechanics of not only criminal 
cases like my opponents, but also divorce, child 
custody and support, modifications, adoption, 
guardianship, probate, foreclosure, juvenile 
delinquency, dependency, small claims, evictions, 
appeals and so on. I know how to prepare these 

cases to get them ready for filing with the Court, and I am familiar with the steps these 
cases take while working their way through the court system. Working as a Judicial 
Assistant has given me experience with the judicial side of it. The Clerk and deputy 
clerks need to know the ins and outs of these cases, in order to effectively assist the 
public, particularly pro se litigants who aren’t represented by counsel. My experience 
with these cases will only help me better train my deputy clerks and help me better serve 
the public. Since my tenure as Judicial Assistant began in 2015, I continually assist our 
deputy clerks when they have questions or need guidance on something. Also, it must be 
pointed out that I am the only candidate with a college education, which many voters 
feel is very important. 
     I have a Bachelor's of Arts Degree in Criminal Justice from Saint Leo University 
(2010), which will be an asset to our county. The Clerk of Court also has duties as Clerk 
to the Board of County Commissioners, and as accountant and custodian of county 
funds. I have experience in bookkeeping and money management, and I feel confident 
that I can address that end of the spectrum as well. I have lots of experience taking 
minutes at board meetings and understand that citizens want to be informed about what 
goes on in our county government. I want to ensure that our citizens enjoy a friendly 
and helpful atmosphere when visiting the Clerk's office. Customer service and cross-
training of employees is essential in my opinion. There are various changes that I can 
make that will have a noticeable, positive effect on the overall functionality of the Clerk's 
office pretty quickly. 
     In addition to my education and experience, I have been very involved with our 
community for many years. I actually first began volunteering in this community as a 
high school student at Dixie County High School and have never stopped. My volunteer 
service to this community as an adult includes serving as Dixie FFA Alumni Treasurer; 
being a 4-H Leader since 2005; being a hunter safety instructor teaching hunting and 
firearm safety to both youth and adults; being the chairperson of the Dixie Friends of 
NRA Fundraising Committee for the past nine years; serving as both recording secretary 
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and chairperson of the Anderson Elementary School Advisory Council for several years; 
and being a co-coordinator of the Red Belly Day festivals that our Chamber of 
Commerce put on for several years. All of these are volunteer positions I hold or have 
held because of my desire to help the citizens of this county. This is not to mention 
countless things involving my three children throughout their years in school, sports, 
fundraising, sponsorships, etc. When you combine all of these things (experience, 
education, service to the people of this county), I think it is clear that I am the most 
qualified, as well as the most deserving for this position. I have been right here living, 
working and serving in this county my whole life. 
 
     2.) How cooperative are you and your staff going to be when a journalist 
seeks records from your office? 
     Most records held in trust by the Clerk of Court are public record, except for a few 
such as documents relating to adoptions, Juvenile Delinquency cases and Juvenile 
Dependency cases. These are among the public records exempted from inspection and 
copying. There is no reason or excuse to be anything but cooperative when a journalist 
seeks public records from the Clerk's office. The only time that access to records would 
be denied is if a request were being made for documents that are exempted from public 
records laws regarding inspections and copying. Otherwise, the public and journalists 
should be welcome to view the records of the Clerk of Court and Clerk to the Board of 
County Commissioners at any time. 


