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Mayor Emeritus R. Gerald Hethcoat 

passes away 

In this photo from an event 

on Nov. 5, 2019, Williston 

Mayor Emeritus R. Gerald 

Hethcoat was honored with a 

proclamation by Williston 

Mayor Jerry Robinson. Seen 

here, are Mayor Emeritus 

Hethcoat and his wife Billie 

Earl Hethcoat. The 

Community Room in 

Williston City Hall has been 

named the R. Gerald 

Hethcoat Community Room. 

The proclamation notes 

Hethcoat and his family 

moved to this city in 1973. He 

served for 43 years as 'a 

wonderful Ambassador for 

the City of Williston.’ The 

proclamation notes Hethcoat 

was fire chief for four years, 

served on City Council for 21 years and served as mayor for 17 years. He is the 

mayor who instituted the Student of the Month program, as well as many other 

positive things for the benefit of the residents and visitors of Williston. Because of 

Mayor Emeritus Hethcoat’s patriotic, dedicated, faithful and loyal service in the 

performance of his duties, the Williston City Hall Community Center is renamed 

the R. Gerald Hethcoat Community Center. 
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     WILLISTON – Williston Mayor Emeritus R. Gerald Hethcoat, a legendary leader of the 

easternmost municipality of Levy County, passed away today (July 1, 2020). 
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In this photo, Mayor Emeritus R. 

Gerald Hethcoat is seen holding a 

plaque with the longitude and 

latitude of Williston, Florida. 
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     Click HERE to read the archived 

story from April 11, 2018, which shows 

Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat completing 

some of his final acts before becoming 

Mayor Emeritus Hethcoat. There is link 

to a three-minute video where Williston 

Mayor Jerry Robinson reads a 

proclamation about Mayor Hethcoat. 

     Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson said 

late Wednesday afternoon (July 1) that 

he and Hethcoat were friends since 

Robinson moved to Williston. 

     “When we (Jerry and Marguerite Robinson) moved to town (in 2002),” Mayor Robinson said, 

“within a day or two, he was sitting (in a vehicle) in our driveway. He introduced himself as the 

mayor and I was impressed. We’ve been friends ever since then.” 

*     Williston Interim City Manager Dennis Strow, who is normally the police chief of the city, 

offered his insight about the late Mayor Hethcoat in a telephone conversation Thursday 

afternoon (July 2). 

     “He loved his family and the Lord,” Chief Strow said. “He got his wings at 9:40 yesterday 

morning.” 

     Strow first met Hethcoat in the 1960s when Strow was a reserve deputy with the Marion 

County Sheriff’s Office, even before he moved to Williston and became the fire chief. 

     “He was one-of-a-kind,” Strow said of Hethcoat. “He always made you smile.” 

     Hethcoat suffered from polio as a child, Strow said, and that’s why he limped. 

     “He overcame any obstacles,” Strow said. “Nothing ever stopped him.” 

     Strow who has been the police chief in Williston since August of 2011, said Mayor Hethcoat is 

the man who let him know he had been selected as chief. As the mayor, Hethcoat was Strow’s 

immediate supervisor. 

     “He became my boss,” Strow said, “and he became a very dear friend. He was always a stand-

up, good, wholesome, down-to-earth guy. 

     “I would say, ‘How are you boss?’” Strow continued. “He would say ‘I’m the best you ever 

saw.’” 

     The chief said a few weeks ago he was having breakfast with the mayor and then Hethcoat 

asked to just ride around the city. 

     “So, we rode around the place he loved,” Strow said. 

     Hethcoat has been put to rest now, Strow said Tuesday. Family members came from a couple 

of states. The funeral was very intimate, because there is no way to conduct a large funeral with 

the COVID-29 epidemic happening now. 

     A celebration of the life of R. Gerald Hethcoat is anticipated to happen in the future, Interim 

City Manager (Chief) Strow said. 
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