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arrested in Dixie 
County; DCSO 
refuses to list 
alleged murder 
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     DIXIE COUNTY – Gary Stanton Land Jr., 38, of Old Town was arrested Thursday 
evening (June 4) on one count of first degree murder and several other crimes, 
according to information provided Monday (June 8) by Dixie County Sheriff’s Office 
Maj. Scott Harden. 
     Land’s trip to the jail and on the path of one of the highest crimes in the state began 
that night, according to what Maj. Harden noted on Monday. 
     The DCSO responded to a call from a resident who reported a shooting on Southeast 
317 Highway, Harden said. 
     Land reportedly told the caller, Harden said, that Land said he had just shot a man 
who was trying to rob him. When the deputy arrived, she approached the residence and 
that is when a female came running from behind the residence screaming that “He was 
going to shoot me,” Harden noted in the press release. 
     The deputy quickly secured the female in her car and again approached the residence, 
Harden said, and that is when Land and the caller appeared beside the residence. 
     The deputy then learned that the firearm had been secured by the caller, Maj. Harden 
said, and she went to check on the victim as Dixie County Emergency Services’ EMS and 
firefighters arrived. 
     The victim was dead and appeared to have suffered at least one gunshot wound. 
     Additional deputies arrived on scene and secured the scene until investigators and 
supervisors arrived, Harden said. 
     Once investigators arrived, the female witness provided a statement as to what she 
believed had occurred, Harden said. 
     Another female allegedly had been present and had fled the scene when the shooting 
occurred, Harden said. 
     After being unable to locate the other witness, the K-9 Team from Cross City 
Correctional Institution was requested to attempt to track the other witness, Harden 
said. 
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     Members of the Third Judicial Circuit State’s Attorney’s Office (SAO), the Medical 
Examiner’s Office (MEO) and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) 
responded to the scene, Harden said. 
     As the K-9 team tracked the shoulder of Southeast 317, a resident just north of the 
scene asked if they were looking for a female subject and provided a description of the 
female, Harden said. 
     Once the officers confirmed this, the resident said that she had come to his home and 
called someone to come give her a ride, Harden said. This resident provided a vehicle 
description, which was then passed onto deputies and investigators. 
     At this time, Harden said, some of them were dispatched to attempt to locate the 
witness while awaiting the arrival of members of the SAO, MEO and FDLE. 
     Once the SAO arrived on scene, an assistant state attorney and a DCSO investigator 
returned to Cross City to prepare the search warrant for the residence, Harden said. 
     While other investigator’s and FDLE agents interviewed the first female witness and 
caller, who were at the scene, Harden said, it was hours later when a DCSO investigator 
located the other female witness who had fled from the scene. 
     The deputy the alleged second female witness back to the scene to be interviewed, 
Harden said. 
     After these interviews and the search warrant was executed to search the scene, Gary 
Land Jr. was arrested for murder, Harden said. 
     When deputies told Land that he was under arrest, Land is reported to have begun to 
resist arrest, Harden said, during which time it took several deputies to physically 
restrain Land, and to place him into a patrol car. 
     Land Jr. was subsequently charged with the additional counts of battery on a law 
enforcement officer and five counts of resisting an officer without violence. 

* UPDATED 
     Maj. Harden said the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office is not going to 
release the name of the person who was allegedly shot and killed by 
Land. 


