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Residents invited to enjoy a stay-cation 
in Levy County 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 30, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – Levy County residents may want to enjoy a stay-cation here, Levy 
County Visitors Bureau Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst noted in an email Monday 
(June 29). 
     Serving also as the Levy County Film Commissioner and Tourist Development 
Council director, Whitehurst often invites out-of-county visitors to spend the night at 
locations in the county. 
     Meanwhile, right now, she is reminding residents of the advantages available for safe 
family fun in Levy County. Rather than a vacation, for Levy County folks this is a stay-
cation. By enjoying the fun in Levy County, residents can tell others about what they 
experienced here. 
     There is no need to travel to Orlando or other hotspots for tourists, when natural 
Florida is right here. 
     Levy County is a great place for social distancing with family, Whitehurst said as she 
recognizes the need to not spread COVID-19. 
     “We have more than enough to keep families busy and safe while enjoying the 
summer break before the return to school in August,” she said. “Check out the Explore 
link for a list of options in the area.” 
     Click HERE to see the Explore link for a list of recreational options in Levy County. 
     “We have a wide range of options to entertain multiple generations,” Whitehurst said. 
     These include kayaking, fishing, scalloping, swimming, hiking, horseback riding, 
birding, and state parks to visit. 
     Here is one of the many stories about things to see in Levy County. This story 
includes a video of an otter chasing fish in Yankeetown. Click HERE to see it. 
     She recommends that visitors check with the Levy County parks or state parks for 
hours and availability before planning to visit. All of the boat ramps are open in Levy 
County, except the one at the western end of Levy County Road 40 in Yankeetown, 
because it remains under construction with improvements. 
     Blue Spring and Henry Beck Parks currently are open at full capacity. Both parks are 
open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
     Take some time to check for updates, though, because conditions can change quickly. 
     Blue Springs is open every day of the week. Henry Beck is open Fridays, Saturdays, 
Sundays and Mondays. 
     Admission is $2 per person at both parks. Kids 5 and younger are free. No passes this 
year. Social distancing is encouraged. 
     For more information about all of the county parks, boat ramps and recreation in 
Levy County, 
visit https://www.levycounty.org/department/parks_and_recreation/index.
php. 
     As for the three state parks in Levy County, see below. 
     The link to the Manatee Springs State Park 
is https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/manatee-springs-
state-park. 
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     The link to Fanning Springs State Park 
is https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/fanning-springs-
state-park. 
     The link to the Nature Coast State Trail 
is https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/nature-coast-state-
trail. 
    With multiple trails for hiking or riding, families can get outside and enjoy nature 
together.  
     “This summer EXPLORE the area you live in, and let the souvenirs be the memories 
you will make having fun with your family!” Whitehurst exclaimed. 
     The new office location for the Levy County TDC is 607 S.W. First Ave. in Williston. 
The office number is 352-528-4030. The email is tourism@visitnaturecoast.com. The 
website is https://visitnaturecoast.com/. 
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