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Hullabaloo ends with arrest after 
domestic issue in Levy Co. 

 
James D. Rone 
Mug Shot by LCSO 
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     TOWN OF OTTER CREEK 
– Residents and visitors in, or traveling 
through, the Town of Otter Creek yesterday 
(Monday, June 29) may have noticed a 
significant police presence for a period, 
according to information provided by Levy 
County Sheriff’s Office Lt. Scott Tummond, 
public information officer. 

     In the end, James D. Rone, 38, of Otter Creek was put in the Levy County Jail 
charged with aggravated assault with a deadly weapon, battery and tampering with 
evidence, Tummond said. As of Tuesday afternoon, Rone was awaiting his first court 
appearance, where bond will be set on the charges, Tummond said. 
     The perceived commotion in the Town Otter Creek happened after the Levy County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to a 9-1-1 call from a residence on State Road 24 in that town. 
This state of commotion, excitement or violent disturbance turned out to be domestic in 
nature; however, there was a potential for a worse outcome than the one that resulted. 
     The caller advised that Rone had threatened an adult female inside the residence with 
a firearm, Tummond said. The caller stated the female and two juveniles were hiding 
inside the residence, Tummond added. 
     It was reported that Rone was inside the residence and in possession of several 
firearms, including a rifle, Tummond said. Rone reportedly had fired the weapons 
several times inside the residence, Tummond said. 
     A large contingent of LCSO deputies responded quickly to the scene and set up a 
perimeter, Tummond said, hence leading some area residents and visitors to think 
pandemonium was afoot. 
     Traffic on State Road 24 was closed for a short time, Tummond said. After brief 
negotiations, Rone surrendered peacefully to the deputies, Tummond said, and he was 
taken to jail. 
     The investigation revealed that the incident was domestic in nature, Tummond said. 
Minor injuries were reported but no one required transport to a medical facility, 
Tummond said.  Crime Scene detectives recovered firearms, shell casings and a broken 
cell phone at the scene. 
     Additional interviews are planned as the investigation continues, Lt. Tummond said. 


