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People march for justice 

 
Kenuel Gates of Gainesville speaks to people before the march on 
Wednesday evening. 
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     BRONSON – In the city that is the seat of county government for Levy County, 
scores and scores of people met in a grassy field and then they marched for justice on 
Wednesday evening (June 3). 

 

https://youtu.be/N1keXI_TECQ 
In this video of three clips, Rhonda Smith-Joseph of Levy County speaks to 
people before they pray with her and then march peacefully. (The prayer is 
not filmed – for reverence.) The group assembled in peace to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. The next clip is part of Eula 
Patterson telling the people that she does not believe any person should die 
like George Floyd died. She shared with listeners that she hopes legislators 
can make better laws to protect people from police brutality, and that 
policemen take it upon themselves so that black people no longer need to 
fear them. Patterson hopes that people will no longer live in constant dread 
of getting a phone call telling her of the death of their children or 
grandchildren – for no reason at all. In the final clip, the marchers begin 
their trek and sojourn through part of Bronson. The chant was ‘Together we 
stand! Together we change!’ And then the chant of the marchers became ‘No 
justice! No peace!’ 
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Rhonda Smith-Joseph of Levy County speaks to the crowd before leading 
them in a prayer of thanksgiving, a prayer of peace and a prayer for 
guidance from God. 
 

 
Eula Patterson tells people that no person should be killed in the manner 
that a policeman killed George Floyd. 
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People listen to 
many speakers 
before they take 
a long march to 
protest 
injustice, and in 
favor of equal 
protection 
under the law 
for all 
Americans, 
regardless of 
race. 
 
 
 

Marchers had the opportunity to speak with (from left) Levy County 
Commission Chairman Matt Brooks (in the background) LCSO Lt. Scott 
Tummond, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum and Levy County 
Coordinator Wilbur Dean – seen here moments before the marchers went 
past this parking lot across the street from Eighth Judicial Circuit State 
Attorney William Cervone’s Bronson office, and the Levy County Veterans 
Services Office on Court Street. The gentlemen are all six feet or more 
apart. One problem from the recent and upcoming protests is the stronger 
likelihood of them becoming a 'Super Spreader' event, where more people 
will be hospitalized and die from COVID-19 in the Tri-County Area of Levy, 
Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
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     The gathering started at 6 p.m.-ish and about 45 minutes later the crowd made its 
way down Pine Street, going by the United States Post Office on Hawthorne Avenue 
(U.S. Alt. 27). 
     Many people shared their thoughts on the need for equal protection under the law for 
all people, regardless of race. People spoke about police brutality as well. 
     Members of the Levy County Sheriff’s Office helped protect the pedestrians from 
vehicles along parts of the route taken by the peaceful protesting marchers. 
     After turning to the right onto the sidewalk next to Hawthorne Avenue from Pine 
Street, the marchers went west on the Hawthorne Avenue sidewalk (U.S. Alt. 27 North). 
     They turned to the right on Court Street, went by the First Baptist Church of Bronson, 
beyond the Levy County Supervisor of Elections Office and the Courthouse and on to the 
intersection of Court Street and Ishie Avenue. 
     The people meeting, speaking, listening and then marching and chanting before and 
as they took that long walk Wednesday evening (June 3) in Bronson were some of the 
millions of Americans who want equal justice under the law for all Americans. 
     These marchers are among the people who want human dignity and respect shown 
equally, without regard to race. These peaceful demonstrators are among the Americans 
who believe the United States Constitution’s First Amendment guarantees them certain 
rights. 
     “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 
-- The First Amendment 
     The peaceful demonstrators and marchers, and members of the press, on Wednesday 
night in Bronson did not have to suffer from any overzealous law enforcement officers 
beating them with fists, shields and batons; shooting them with rubber bullets of tasers; 
or spraying them with pepper spray, as police have beaten the some peaceful protestors 
and some members of the press in some metropolitan areas. 
     Members of the press from Australia were beaten in Washington, D.C., on Monday 
and members of The Associate Press were abused by police as well, as were some 
members of the broadcast press. 
     The use of too much force by police officers against suspects has been a topic in 
America and elsewhere for a long time. Journalists in places like Russia have been 
beaten and killed far more often than in the United States, although in the past three 
years, it has become more common for police to beat, harass and arrest members of the 
press in America. 
     In what appears to be the most recent obvious murder of a suspect by a policeman, 
who was aided or at least not stopped by other officers at the scene, became the tipping 
point for many Americans. 
     The peaceful protests, as well as the violent riots and looting began about 10 days ago. 
     On May 25, George Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, died in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
after Derek Chauvin, a white police officer, pressed his knee on Floyd's neck for several 
minutes while Floyd was handcuffed face down on the ground. 
     Three other officers further restrained Floyd and prevented onlookers from 
intervening. During the last three minutes of Chauvin pinning Floyd by kneeling on his 
neck, Floyd was motionless, and no pulse could be detected. An ambulance was called to 
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the scene. Floyd was pronounced dead at a nearby hospital. 
     Two autopsies determined the manner of Floyd's death to be homicide. 
     The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting a federal civil rights investigation 
at the request of the Minneapolis Police Department. The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension is investigating, too. 
     After Floyd’s death and the videos of that apparent murder were circulated, protests 
around the globe showed civilized people agreeing that murder by police officers is not 
acceptable. And now people are marching in protest against that type of behavior by 
policemen. 
     There are marches and speeches anticipated in Williston, Chiefland and Cross City 
(Dixie County) in the coming days – to show solidarity by people who want this nation 
to become a more perfect union. 
     Unfortunately, at some places in the United States, some lawbreakers have exploited 
the lawful, peaceful protests to perform criminal acts such as felonious vandalism, 
breaking and entering and grand theft. 


