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NTSB report shows plane crash killed 
five; 
Aircraft was on fire as it fell 

By Jeff M. Hardison © June 24, 2020 at 10:10 a.m. 
     WASHINGTON, D.C. – The June 5 plane crash that killed five people, including 
the founder of a trailer-manufacturing company with facilities in Williston and Ocala, 
was burning and trailing black smoke as it spun and plummeted to the ground in 
Georgia, federal investigators said in a preliminary report from the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). 
      The NTSB preliminary report published June 18 shows that on June 5, at about 3:20 
p.m. eastern daylight time, a Piper model PA-31T was destroyed when it was involved in 
an accident near Eatonton, Georgia. 
     The two pilots and the three passengers were fatally injured. The airplane was 
operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight, the NTSB 
report showed. 
     The pilot/owner, who was seated in the left front seat of the airplane, held a private 
pilot certificate for single and multiengine airplanes with an instrument rating. He had 
filed an instrument flight rules (IFR) flight plan and was in contact with air traffic 
control (ATC) shortly after he departed from Williston Municipal Airport (X60), 
Williston, Florida, at 2:13 p.m. 
      The other pilot, who was seated in the front right seat, held a private pilot certificate 
for single engine airplanes only and had no instrument rating, the NTSB report showed. 
     A review of preliminary ATC communications and radar data provided by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) revealed that the airplane was on a northerly heading to 
New Castle Henry County Marlatt Field (UWL) New Castle, Indiana, at an altitude of 
25,000 feet mean sea level (msl), the NTSB report showed. 
     When the airplane was about 50 miles south of Eatonton, Georgia, one of the pilot's 
told ATC that he was deviating "to the right a little" to avoid weather, the NTSB report 
showed. 
     When the airplane passed over Eatonton, one of the pilot's advised ATC that they 
wanted to proceed direct to their destination on a 353-degree heading, and ATC 
approved, the NTSB report showed. 
     This was the last communication between ATC and the airplane. About a minute 
later, the airplane was observed on radar entering a right turn, followed by a rapid 
descent, the NTSB report showed. 
     Radar contact was lost about 3:20 p.m., the NTSB report showed. 
     There were no distress calls made by either pilot. Several witnesses observed the 
airplane as it was descending and took video with their cell phones. A review of these 
videos revealed the airplane was spinning as it descended, was on fire and trailing black 
smoke, the NTSB report showed. 
     The main wreckage of the airplane impacted densely wooded terrain inverted. The 
airplane continued to burn and the cockpit, fuselage, empennage, inboard sections of 
both wings and the right engine sustained extensive fire damage, the NTSB report 
showed. 
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    This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors, the NTSB 
report showed. Any errors in this report will be corrected when the final report has been 
completed, the NTSB report showed. 
     The dead included four family members who were traveling to a funeral in Indiana, 
according to news reports from Georgia. 
     Putnam County (Georgia) Sheriff Howard Sills identified the victims as Larry Ray 
Pruitt, 67, of Morriston, Florida; Shawn Charles Lamont, 41, of Gainesville, Florida; his 
wife, Jody Rae Lamont, 43; and their two children, 6-year-old Jayce Lamont and 4-year-
old Alice Lamont, all of Gainesville. 
     The cause of the crash remains under investigation, according to the NTSB, which 
noted errors in the preliminary report from June 18 will be corrected in the final report. 
     Larry Pruitt was the owner of Shadow Trailers Inc. in Williston and Shadow Trailer 
World in Ocala, according to an employee of Shadow Trailers who contacted 
HardisonInk.com to note the daily news website had not reported the June 5 crash in 
Georgia. 
     His son-in-law Charles Lamont held management positions at both the Williston and 
Ocala locations of the trailer company, an employee said. 
     There are 150 employees that depended on Pruitt, as did vendors, the employee 
noted. 
     Pruitt’s Celebration of Life was Saturday (June 24) and Shawn, Jody, Jace, Alice were 
Friday night (June 23), according to an employee. 
     All of the Shadow Trailer employees are devastated from this tragedy, the employee 
noted. 


