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3-2 vote moves Chiefland closer to 
adopting special assessment for fire service; 
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The three photos seen here 
are from a February 2013 
fire in downtown Chiefland 
where the CFR saved nearby 
buildings from destruction, 
although the auction house 
burned to the ground. 
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     CHIEFLAND – By a 3-2 vote Monday night (June 22), the Chiefland City 
Commission moved closer to being able to impose a special assessment for fire services. 
     Mayor Chris Jones, Vice Mayor Tim West and City Commissioner Norman Weaver 
voted in favor of passage of the first reading of an ordinance to implement the special 
assessment to help fund the Chiefland Fire Rescue Department. 
     Voting against it were city commissioners Rollin Hudson and Lewrissa Mainwaring. 
     City Commissioner Hudson on Tuesday afternoon said he voted against the special 
assessment for fire service because there are ad valorem property taxes for supporting 
the fire department. Hudson said the City Commission can either increase the millage 
rate or attract more business and residential owners to construct property to raise the 
tax base in the city. 
*     On Tuesday evening, Mainwaring noted "My 'No vote was for the same reasons as 
before. I do not feel this is an appropriate time to implement an assessment. The 
financial impact of COVID-19 will take months to recover from for our citizens and 
business owners. Although I do support the fire department and acknowledge that we as 
a community need to support them in every way we can - I do not feel that now is the 
appropriate time due to the current situation." 
     This special assessment will not change the funding provided by the Levy County 
Board of County Commissioners, which subsidizes the City of Chiefland for the CFR’s 
service to the unincorporated area of Levy County around Chiefland. 
     Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris has led the CFR for 10-plus years now with the 
equipment and manpower he has been able to obtain. Funding from the county’s special 
assessment and from the city’s General Fund helps CFR continue to succeed in 
protecting lives and property. 
     Grants from the Florida Forestry Service, Firehouse Subs and elsewhere have covered 
the expenses of turnout gear, or bunker gear, air-packs, spare bottle air bottles and the 
Jaws of Life. Without grants, Chief Harris has said, the CFR would not have the 
equipment it has today. 
     During his time to speak on Monday night, Chief Harris again let the City 
Commission know that CFR has recently responded to calls in the city, as well as 
providing automatic aid. CFR has even responded to calls for help when neighboring 
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departments, beyond the zone in the county it is obligated to cover, because other 
departments did not respond to calls from dispatch. 
     After the Chiefland City Commission establishes the special assessment and collects 
it, then there is hope for the CFR to be able to add more manpower. Meanwhile, there 
may be an occasion like when the giant auction house in downtown Chiefland burned 
down seven years ago. 
     An old office building owned at the time by the now late Dennis Andrews, and an 
antique shop that were both near to that warehouse, were both saved. But the 
warehouse was burnt to the ground. 
     Fire departments everywhere, however, are all in need of manpower. Dixie County 
Emergency Services, for instance, has an advertisement on all seven pages 
of HardisonInk.com advertising for paramedics. (Dixie County Emergency Services - 
Hiring Paramedics, ALL SEVEN PAGES, Including The HOME PAGE.) 
     Below is the story published in HardisonInk.com from seven years ago 
regarding the fire that took down the auction house. 

Fire destroys downtown auction house 
By Jeff M. Hardison, © Feb. 18, 2013 
     CHIEFLAND – Three arson investigators with the Florida Fire Marshal’s Office 
combed the scene of a blaze Monday morning (Feb. 18) after a fire razed a former 
auction house in beautiful downtown Chiefland after midnight on that day. 
     Lt. Matt Legler said the fire is under investigation. Joining him in the investigation 
were detectives Robert Thompson and Garrett Carlisle. The State Fire Marshal’s Office 
is under the leadership of Florida Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater. 
     Every Friday night in downtown Chiefland for some time now, there were auctions 
held in this building. Among the charred remains Monday were tires, washing machines 
and other items that could have been sold. A covered trailer, presumably with fresh 
items for near-future auctions sat in the parking area of the burned structure. 
     This building was first constructed as a warehouse for animal food. Andy Andrews 
said his father Maybry Dennis Andrews built and opened the Chiefland Feed Store in 
1950, and it was known to be a distribution site especially for Purina feed. 
     In 1973, Andy Andrews refurbished the block building and added the warehouse. 
Wayne and Robin Drummond own the buildings now, including the structure for 
Manatee Antiques, which is a block building covered by a wooden exterior to make it 
look old. 
     Not only was the antique store spared from utter destruction, but the old office 
building that still has M.D. Andrews on the front of it was saved. Dennis Andrews, 
another son of Maybry Andrews, owns that building. Both buildings that are still 
standing were mere feet from the blazing inferno that lit the very early morning sky of 
Chiefland on Monday. 
     A Dixie County couple has been leasing the property that burned. The auctions 
brought in lots of traffic each Friday night. It was a neighbor who alerted authorities to 
the problem. 
     Nicholas Ney said he heard an explosion that shook his house on Second Avenue. 
When he looked out, he saw the building burning. Ney said he called 9-1-1. 
     Dispatch records show a call was received at 12:40 a.m. Chiefland Fire Rescue 
Department was dispatched at 12:42 a.m. and the first firefighter and equipment was on 
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the scene at 12:43 a.m. on Monday. Fire Chief James Harris reported to dispatch that 
the fire was under control at 1:43 a.m. 
     When the chief arrived the metal roof was glowing red and the building was 
completely involved, Chief Harris said. Firefighters successfully kept the flames from 
igniting the two buildings closest to the giant structure fire. 
     Chiefland Fire Rescue was assisted by firefighters and equipment from Cedar Key 
Volunteer Fire Department, Fanning Springs Fire Rescue Department, Trenton Fire 
Department, Bronson Fire Rescue Department and a firefighter from the Fowler’s Bluff 
Community. Four hydrants were tapped to extinguish the inferno. 
     “(Chiefland Water and Facilities Manager) Shane Keene made sure the water was 
flowing,” Chief Harris said. 
     Andy Andrews said he was thankful for the cooperative effort of the many fire 
departments. 
     “It’s a wonderful thing that they all came to help,” Andrews said. “Now, this by no 
means is to say we want to consolidate. Each fire department should maintain its own 
sovereignty, but it is good that they all help each other.” 
     Dennis Andrews said he concurs with his brother. 
     Chief Harris commented on the group effort. 
     “None of us have the resources alone, but together we can fight a fire like this,” Harris 
said. 
     The Chiefland firefighters have trained to fight a big structure fire like this one, but 
this actual event showed the team’s training worked. 
    “I am very proud of my boys with their response time,” Harris said. 
~ 
     To read the story, see videos and pictures from Firehouse Subs helping 
CFR obtain new Jaws of Life, as well as to see the link for Firehouse Subs 
helping Cedar Key Volunteer Fire Department have new Jaws of Life, 
click HERE. 
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