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Some offices announce reopening 

By Jeff M. Hardison © June 18, 2020 at 8:10 p.m. 
     NORTH FLORIDA – At least three offices are announcing pending re-openings 
despite Thursday (June 18) showing Florida with an increase of more than 3,200 new 
positive COVID-19 cases in the biggest 24-hour spike of this pandemic. 
     Following is information released to help people consider certain options available to 
them. 
 

 
A UF/IFAS Levy County Extension Office visitor takes a health self-check 
before entering. 
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     Barbara L. Edmonds of the University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences Levy County Extension Office noted “the personal health and safety of 
everyone in the UF/IFAS Extension community is of highest concern.” 
     The UF/IFAS Extension Levy County office is open with limited public access under 
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Levy County Board of County Commission guidance, in partnership with guidelines 
from the University of Florida, Edmonds said in a press release on Thursday (June 18). 
     Levy Extension faculty and staff have implemented practices to reduce potential for 
COVID-19 exposure, allowing clients to return with confidence. 
     Safety guidelines include a self-check questionnaire posted at the main entrance. 
Before entering, perform a brief self-check regarding possible exposure. Please maintain 
a minimum of 6-foot distance when meeting anyone. Hand sanitizer is available if 
needed. A guest counter is conveniently located inside the lobby. High touch areas are 
disinfected after each guest leaves. Telephone and email consultations are also available 
when appropriate, Edmonds said. 
     For more information, please contact the office at levy@ifas.ufl.edu or 352-486-5131. 
All extension and services are open to all without regard to race, color, age, sex, religion, 
national origin or handicap. 
     Among the 100-plus churches in the Tri-County Area, First United Methodist Church 
of Chiefland is opening its office on Monday (June 22) 
     First UMC Chiefland office hours of operation are Monday through Thursday from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Administrative Assistant Aimee Fike noted. 
     People who want to visit with Edward Jones Financial Advisor Sheila Smith will be 
able to go to that office after this coming Monday (June 22), too. 
     “We've been through a lot these past few months, and we hope you and your family 
are doing well,” Smith noted. “We want to touch base to provide an update on the status 
of our office.” 
     While Smith continues to offer virtual appointments, she is excited to announce that 
as of Monday, June 22, that Newberry office will reopen for scheduled appointments. 
     “We care about you and want to ensure a positive experience for all clients, so we will 
put special measures in place. When you arrive, please notify us.” 
     She added there are some changes that visitors may notice. 
     “Please do not visit if you feel unwell or have felt unwell in the past two weeks,” Smith 
noted. 
     Here are some other points for visitors to know. 
     ● We will practice physical distancing, and you will notice new furniture, lobby 
arrangements and office set-ups for signing paperwork and conducting appointments. 
     ● We will provide hand sanitizer and ask you to use it as you enter and leave the 
office. 
     ● We will reserve 30 minutes between appointments to clean the office. 
     “We understand this is a new way of working together, and we want you to know we 
put your health and well-being first,” Smith noted. “We are committed to you and look 
forward to seeing you and continuing to serve you in the way that makes the most sense 
for you and your family. Thank you for your support. I look forward to our next 
conversation.” 
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