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Levy County works toward budgeting for 
COVID-19 recovery funds 

 

 
Among the people sitting in the audience Tuesday are Dana Sheffield of the 
Fanning Springs area of Levy County, and Cedar Key Police Chief Virgil 
Sandlin. 
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     BRONSON – Cedar Key City Commissioner Jim Wortham (Seat 3) was the first 
person Tuesday morning (June 16) to speak about federal funding coming to Levy 
County via the State of Florida to help with economic recovery from the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 
Listening to a plea for fiscal help from the City of Cedar Key are members of 
the Levy County Board of County Commissioners, who are (from left) Rock 
Meeks, Lilly Rooks, Matt Brooks, John Meeks and Mike Joyner. 
 
     Wortham, in his address, mentioned the island town had closed access onto the 
island via State Road 24 by placing Cedar Key Police Department officers who allowed 
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only island residents for a period of time, even stopping members of the press. 
     This barricade, he explained, was an effort to reduce the potential of the spread of the 
virus to island residents. 
     As a result of this increased police presence, he said, the city spent unbudgeted funds 
for overtime payments to the officers under the direction of CKPD Chief Virgil Sandlin, 
Wortham said. 
     “It may be happening again,” City Commissioner Wortham said. “We don’t know 
what’s going to happen in the next few months.” 
     Wortham said the Cedar Key City Commission wanted to bring its fiscal issue to the 
attention of the County Commission, because it learned about the potential for help with 
funding. 
      Levy County Emergency Management Director John MacDonald said the expenses 
listed by Wortham are potentially able to be reimbursed. Levy County Coordinator 
Wilbur Dean was appointed as the contact person for the state to begin the process to 
decide where the county can and will spend between $500,000 and $2 million to help 
private business interests and municipal governments, as well as the county 
government. 
     A firm number of dollars was not available as of Tuesday morning. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks said he looks forward to completing the 
necessary steps to accept the federal funds through the state. 
     The County Commission completed several other actions, as well as hearing an 
update on the local business scene from Nature Coast Business Development Council 
Executive Director David Pieklik. 
 

 
Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum receives unanimous approval from 
the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday for the 
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continuation of an agreement with Crime Stoppers of Alachua County. 
 

 
Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones receives unanimous 
approval from the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday 
for an amendment to her annual budget of this fiscal year. Jones said she 
had received $56,488 in grant funding, which did not cost Levy County 
taxpayers anything, and her auditor told her this budget amendment 
needed to be approved by the County Commission, which it did in 
unanimity. 

 


