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Kelly Jerrells retires after 39 years 
in the Road Dept.; 
County heralds 175 years of existence 
 

 
Kelly Jerrells (left) listens as Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean speaks 
about him, just before presenting him with a framed certificate of 
appreciation signed by each member of the County Commission. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 17, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – An icon of the Levy County Road Department is wrapping up his 
career after decades of helping residents and visitors be able to traverse the highways 
and byways. 

 

https://youtu.be/V5_v-wXbd58 
In this video, Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean speaks about his pride 
in being on the County Commissioner back when he made the motion to 
make Kelly Jerrells the construction superintendent of the Levy County 
Road Department in 1981. 
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Some of the audience members on Tuesday are seen here. Levy County 
Commission meetings are held now in the auditorium of the Annex. This is 
formerly part of the old Bronson High School. It is located behind the Levy 
County Courthouse. 
 
     After 39 years of public service, Kelly Jerrells is retiring from the Levy County Road 
Department effective on June 30. 
     At the Tuesday morning (June 16) meeting of the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners, each commissioner and County Coordinator Wilbur Dean all had an 
opportunity to speak about the legendary figure in Levy County road history. 
     And at the same meeting, there was a proclamation made declaring the celebration of 
the county’s 175 year of existence. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks said he greatly appreciates the many 
years of service that Jerrells has given to Levy County. He remembers Jerrells helping 
him learn about what the Road Department does as Brooks began his first term as a 
county commissioner. 
     Dean said that Jerrells had worked in many capacities at the Road Department when 
the former road superintendent retired. Dean said he and the other County 
Commissioners in 1981 considered who would be the best person to be the next 
superintendent. 
     Dean said then he thought that Jerrells had everything needed to run the department, 
as well as to help the employees and the general public see their needs met. Dean said he 
is proud to have been the commissioner to have made that motion back then. 
     Dean presented him with a framed certificate of appreciation and a bag of keepsakes, 
as he noted that the county did not have a gold watch to give to the retiring road worker. 
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Standing after the presentation are (from left) County Commissioner Rock 
Meeks, County Commissioner Lilly Rooks, County Commissioner John 
Meeks, Kelly Jerrells, County Commission Vice Chairman Mike Joyner and 
County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks. 
 

 
The Jerrells family stands with Kelly Jerrells at the presentation Tuesday. 
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Kelly Jerrells is joined by Jesse Durrance of the Road Department for a 
photo opportunity after the presentation. 
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(from left) Lincoln Cannon, Kelly Jerrells, Jesse Durrance and Casey 
Duquette, all of the Road Department pause for a photo opportunity after 
the presentation. 
 
     The Levy County Road Department maintains county roads that are dedicated to the 
public and provides such services as grading, paving, re-surfacing, mowing, and tree 
trimming-removal on county rights of way. 
     The Road Department is responsible for road closings, plat reviews, subdivision 
inspection, and right of way surveying. This department works with the Levy County 
Development Department to provide driveway permit inspections, and the Road 
Department works with telephone companies for permitting and the installation of 
phone lines on County Right of Way 
     All 9-1-1 address signs, speed limit, county road number, and many other signs for 
the county are constructed and placed throughout the county, by the Road Department, 
which also places channel markers in the Waccasassa. 
     The Levy County Road Department performs general maintenance and sign placing 
on bridges throughout the county. 
     In order to have roads resurfaced in a cost-effective manner for the county, the Levy 
County Road Department has applied for and has been awarded grants from the State of 
Florida to help in the maintenance of county roads. 
     As for Jerrells’ decades of service in the Road Department, County Commissioner 
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Lilly Rooks said she would tell him how she thought roadwork should be done, however 
he would tell her that it can’t be done like that. 
     “To me,” Rooks said, “my idea sounded really good. Then he would sit me down and 
say, ‘If we do this, and do this, we can get what you want accomplished.” 
     Rooks said she let Jerrells do it his way. 
     “And he was right,” Rooks said. “I hated to admit it, but he has always been right.” 
     Rooks thanked Jerrells for his work. 
     Commissioner John Meeks said he is grateful for Jerrells helping him when he first 
began his duties as a county commissioner. Meeks said his district in the county has the 
most bad roads. 
     Meeks said Jerrells was 100 percent helpful every time he called for help. Meeks said 
he is happy to see Jerrells has instilled in Road Department employees Lincoln Cannon 
and Jesse Durrance the work ethic that Jerrells always showed. 
     County Commissioner Mike Joyner said that when he was appointed to his post by 
the governor, Jerrells helped him through his first four years as he learned more about 
the Road Department. 
     Joyner said Jerrells had “a heart of gold” and big shoulders to lean on. 
     Joyner said Jerrells can hold his head high, because he is the type of man who has 
earned respect through his actions. 
     Chairman Brooks wrapped up the commentary by letting Jerrells know Levy County 
is very grateful for his work here. 
     As for the historic moment of the day, beyond the retirement of Jerrells, there was a 
proclamation unanimously adopted. 
     The proclamation recognizing the 175th anniversary of the establishment of Levy 
County was read by County Commissioner John Meeks. 
     The proclamation stated: 
     WHEREAS, Levy County was established on March 10, 1845 and became the 27th 
Florida county one week after Florida joined the Union and became the 27th state on 
March 3, 1845; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County was named for David Levy Yulee, a planter elected in 1841 
as the state's territorial delegate to the United States Congress and served two terms as 
one of the first two elected in the U.S. House of Representatives after Florida received 
statehood; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County contributed to the long-term development of Florida by 
being the western terminus of the first railroad across Florida, the Florida Railroad, 
linking the deep-water ports of Fernandina on the Atlantic Ocean and Cedar Key on the 
Gulf of Mexico in 1861; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County has a rich history intertwined with the lives of early 
pioneers who established their homes in the County; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County residents strive to protect and promote our unique heritage 
through lifestyles and livelihoods that come from agriculture, aquaculture, silviculture, 
hunting, fishing and eco-friendly tourism. 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners, hereby recognizes the 175th ANNIVERSARY OF LEVY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 
DULY ADOPTED THIS 16th day of June, 2020. 


