
HardisonInk.com 
Scores of people want to be  
Williston city manager; 
Sewage in the Suwanee River; 
No fireworks until July 3, 2021 

 
In this screen shot taken from the live YouTube.com of the Williston City 
Council meeting on Tuesday night (June), the people taking action are 
(from left) City Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson, Vice President Justin 
Head, Mayor Jerry Robinson, President Charles Goodman, Councilwoman 
Debra Jones and Councilman Elihu Ross. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 16, 2020 at 9:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The GoToMeeting program to participate in the Williston City 
Council meeting on Tuesday night (June 6) failed, however people could watch and 
listen to the meeting via a live stream on YouTube.com, thanks to Williston IT 
Consultant Aaron Mills. 
     During the time for public participation, there was a person who mentioned getting a 
power-wash machine and some buckets of paint to help reduce the appearance of slum 
and blight in Williston. There was no action on the suggestion. 
     As other bits of information were released near the outset of the meeting, it was 
mentioned that there are between 70 and 80 applicants to be the next city manager of 
Williston. 
     Acting City Manager Dennis Strow said, “and I am not one of them” as he reminded 
the City Council that he is the police chief who is serving the city in this capacity for as 
short of a time as possible. 
     July 10 is the deadline for people to submit their names and information as 
applicants to be the next Williston city manager. 
     Council President Charles Goodman said he would like the City Council members to 
pick their best applicants for the position. He did not want to put a number like 10 or 
five. He just wants City Council members to begin their own reviews to reduce the mass. 
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     In other news, Council President Goodman said he heard the City of Valdosta has 
dumped raw sewage that is going to enter the Suwannee River, again, and he wants 
people to be aware of that. He asked members of the press to note this in their reports. 
     Valdosta has repeated dumped raw sewage into rivers near that city and they feed 
into the Suwannee River. The Georgia Department of Environmental Protection, the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the United States Environment 
Protection Agency are all apparently unable to cause that city’s government leaders to 
fix the problems causing it. 
     Acting City Manager Strow asked for guidance from the City Council regarding five 
utility customers who are behind in their payments, and who are not trying to pay 
anything on their debts. 
     Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City Council had reduced its aggressiveness on 
collecting past due payments – providing more forgiveness with late payments and 
shut-offs. 
     It was consensus of the City Council to begin taking more action in July, which can 
include stopping service and late payment fees being added. 
     This will be effective for the bill that is late after July 10, according to what was said at 
the meeting. Acting City Manager Strow said the city is willing to work with people on a 
payment plan, however shut-off of service is an option. 
     Councilwoman Debra Jones reminded the City Council about potentially having a 
parade and fireworks on Veterans Day (Nov. 11). 
     Acting City Manager Strow said fireworks can be bought, and prepaid, given that date 
would be in the next fiscal year. The fiscal year starts on Oct. 1. 
     Labor Day is in the current fiscal year, Jones said, but she prefers Veterans Day as the 
time to have a celebration with a parade and fireworks. 
     The rotation of Veterans Day parades in Levy County puts it in Chiefland, this year, 
Chief Strow mentioned. 
     Williston City Council Vice President Justin Head, Councilman Elihu Ross and 
President Goodman all said they prefer going forward to July 3, 2021 for the celebration, 
rather than starting a potential new tradition of fireworks on a day other than to 
celebrate independence by the colonists from England. 
     While people expressed their opinion, there was no action. 
     Mayor Jerry Robinson said he disagrees with the consensus of the majority -- waiting 
until July 3, 2021 to have fireworks. The mayor intimated that he wanted the city to 
have fireworks on Labor Day or Veterans Day. 
     President Goodman thanked the mayor for his input. The mayor, however, has no 
vote. 
     In another matter where Mayor Robinson and President Goodman differed in 
opinions, the mayor brought up a resolution that requires voting City Council members 
to raise their hands as well as to voice their vote. President Goodman asked the City 
Council to remove that line from that resolution, because it is his position that it is not 
necessary to raise hands to indicate a vote. 
     President Goodman said he makes it clear with each vote on what the count is, such 
as unanimous 5-0, or 4-1, or 3-2, etc. 
     Goodman said he felt so strongly about not forcing his colleagues on City Council to 
raise their hands as they vote, that if there were two members of the City Council who 
want him to resign, then he would resign right then. 
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     Goodman said he is not going to let the mayor force him to run the meeting in some 
manner other than Goodman believes it should be done as City Council president. 
     Mayor Robinson’s demand for President Goodman to abide by what appears to be an 
outdated section of a resolution that had sought more civility and clarity in City Council 
meetings resulted in an agenda item for the next meeting. 
     Councilwoman Jones’ motion to have City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. bring 
the matter back in a written form, where that verbiage would be removed from that 2012 
resolution, died for lack of a second. 
     Instead, the City Council reached consensus to ask Koberlein to return with revised 
verbiage to the 2012 resolution that requires the City Council to raise its hands when it 
votes. The city attorney mentioned to the municipal leaders that by waiting until the 
next meeting, the public will have more of an opportunity to be at the meeting when a 
vote is made on what would then be an agenda item with possible action. 
     In other action, by a 4-1 vote, with President Goodman voting against it, the City 
Council approved a resolution to have a money market account with Drummond Bank. 
By opening a money 
market account, the City would be able to maximize potential interest income by 
transferring excess operating funds into this account. 
     The action was endorsed by Financial Director Stephen Bloom, who had brought the 
idea to the City Council. 


