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3-2 vote shows town moving toward city 
manager format 

 
Seen here are (seated, from left) Town Councilman Berlon Weeks, Vice 
Mayor Jason Hunt, Mayor Beatrice Roberts, Town Councilman Aaron 
Edmondson and Town Councilman Robert Partin. A visiting videographer 
is standing and recording. This photo is taken from a video that was made 
during the public comment part of the Monday night (June 15) meeting at 
the Dogan Cobb Municipal Building. At the podium is Al Carnegie, who 
questioned what action resulted from complaints by employees against 
Berlon Weeks. He was told there were cameras installed that capture video 
and audio in Town Hall. Carnegie also took issue with what he perceived 
from alleged Facebook posts from Vice Mayor Jason Hunt. Hunt has since 
deactivated his Facebook account, thereby removing any memes or 
comments he made before. Town Attorney Stephen Warm said the people 
can petition for a recall initiative of a Town Council member as a ballot 
issue if people want to take that action. Mayor Beatrice Roberts has no 
power over any other Town Council member’s expression of opinions on 
social media. All individuals’ expressions of opinions are protected equally 
by The First Amendment. During his statements, Carnegie, who perceived 
Hunt’s commentary as being bigoted, reminded everyone that regardless of 
skin color, all humans have the same color of red blood. Carnegie, a funeral 
home owner and a self-proclaimed member of the NAACP, said he wants 
the people of Levy County to strive against feeling bigotry in their hearts 
and minds. 
Photo Taken From Video Provided As A Courtesy By The Town Of Bronson 
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     BRONSON – A 3-2 split vote Monday night (June 15) in Bronson is causing Town 
Attorney Steven Warm to start the process that may lead to the town being a town 
manager form of government rather than its current “Commission – Weak Mayor” form. 

     Voting in favor of the action were Vice Mayor Jason Hunt and town councilmen 
Berlon Weeks and Robert Partin. Voting against it were Mayor Beatrice Roberts and 
Town Councilman Aaron Edmonson. 
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     After a workshop meeting the previous Tuesday night (June 9), Town Attorney Warm 
sent the Town Council members an elaboration of the town manager methods. 
     In one version, the Town Council would appoint a person to be the manager. 
Appointing a person to manage the town, Warm noted, however would not amend the 
manner in which the town operates now. 
     Instead, to achieve a goal of not having a clerk needing to respond to the whims of 
five different leaders, the town charter would have to be revised. That revision could 
occur via the voters on a referendum question for that purpose, Warm said in his notes. 
     According to Linda Cooper, a Williston area resident who was at the meeting, former 
Town Clerk Shirley Miller told her that she resigned because it is impossible to serve 
under five different bosses with directions that on occasion are contrary with one 
another. 
     Weeks made a motion to instruct Warm to draft material showing a job description of 
the Bronson city manager. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Hunt with Partin 
voting in favor and Mayor Roberts and Town Councilman Edmondson voting against it. 
     At some point, the potential exists for a referendum choice by voters to revise the 
method of government used for the day-to-day operations in Bronson. 
     Meanwhile, as the town considers how the clerk or deputy clerk, or no clerk, would 
serve the town while the city manager directs operations, the town currently has no 
town clerk. 
     Deputy Town Clerk Melisa Cook and Utilities Administration Clerk Nikki Keller are 
currently absorbing the duties of the town clerk. 
     On another matter, after Mayor Robertson said former Town Councilwoman Harriet 
Wilson is heralding her 100th birthday on June 25, Councilman Partin made a motion 
to name June 25 as Harriet Wilson Day in Bronson, and that a plaque be made and 
presented to Wilson for her dedication to the town. 
     Partin’s motion was seconded by Edmondson and met with unanimous vote of 
approval. 
     Wilson is known as one of the town leaders who helped bring what is known now as 
James H. Cobb Park into existence. 
     Robbie Blake of Bronson, Wilson and three other women are credited with having 
taken the action needed to create the park, which was later renamed to honor a town 
employee who died while in service to the residents and visitors of Bronson. 
     The other women who helped start the park are former Mayor Edith Brown, Ada 
Marie Keeton and Nancy Bell of Chiefland, a former Levy County Commission member. 


