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     TALLAHASSEE – If it looks suspicious and seems like a con-job, it usually is just 
that – a scheme to defraud. 
     However, an undated, unsigned letter from the Florida Department of Financial 
Services is real, according to a DFS customer service representative on Monday (June 
15). 
     The letter is on cheap stock paper and has a low-quality about it, as if it had been 
published on an old copy machine. 
     A black and white “Great Seal of the State of Florida” logo is at the top of the 
correspondence. Below the logo are the words “Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis, 
State of Florida.” 
     It appears to be a form letter addressed to a company. There is no name of the owner 
listed, and it uses the company’s mailing address. It is marked “Re: Vendor Ownership 
Survey.” It arrives in a USPS mailbox in an envelope showing a return address of Chief 
Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis. 
     The letterhead does not have a telephone number or an email address other than the 
one it uses for its survey. 
     Following is the text of the first paragraph of this actual letter from the office of the 
chief financial officer of Florida. 
     “Thank you for your continued partnership with the State of Florida, United States of 
America. The Department of Financial Services (DFS) is attempting to identify state 
vendors who are owned or controlled by the Communist Party of China. DFS is charged 
with processing payments on behalf of the State of Florida to its vendors. In furtherance 
of these duties, the Department is conducting a survey of vendor ownership to 
determine the extent to which vendors doing business with the state are owned or 
controlled by United States interests.” 
     There is no mention of other countries such as Russia and North Korea, which does 
beg some questions by some vendors. 
     The second, third and fourth paragraphs follow, and are equally interesting. 
     “Accordingly, if you are a vendor that is domiciled in the United States and controlled 
directly or indirectly at all levels (Meaning at least fifty percent (50.00%) ownership or 
more) by United States citizens and entities (“U.S. Interests”), you are hereby requested 
to respond within 30 days by verifying your status as a company owned and controlled 
by U.S. interests, in order to avoid necessary follow up by the Department. 
     “If you are not included in the above because you are not owned or controlled by U.S. 
Interests, your response stating so is also requested. 
     “All responses should be directed to VendorRelations@myfloridacfo.com and refer to 
‘Vendor Ownership Survey.’” 
     This looks suspicious, too, because the email address from the state government ends 
with “.com” rather than “.gov.” And it could be from a company trying to obtain email 
addresses from state vendors. 
     Instead of this being a scam, though, Patronis appears to be surveying state vendors 
to find companies “owned or controlled by the Communist Party of China,” which are 
doing business with the state government. 
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